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Boy  Love  Witchhunt  Sparks  Anti-Gay  Demonstrations 


Cops,  Townsfolk  Prey  Upon  Missouri  Men 


By  Jil  Clark 

JOPLIN,  MO  —  Law  enforcers 
have  gone  on  a  rampage  through 
the  gay  male  community  here  in 
search  of  a  “teenaged  homosexual 
sex  ring.”  In  their  wake  they  have 
left  three  gay  men  imprisoned, 
four  others  waiting  to  be  tried,  two 
in  mental  hospitals,  many  jobs  lost 
and  careers  destroyed,  and  a  once 
cohesive  community  divided  —  in¬ 
formants  against  defendants,  gays 
under  16  against  gays  17  and  older. 

Mike  Byerly,  who  alledgedly 
turned  state’s  witness  some  titpe 
last  fall,  has  just  become  the  third 
adult  to  be  sentenced  to  seven 
years  at  the  state  penitentiary  in 
Moberly.  Sources  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  contacted  by  GCN  could 
not  explain  why  Byerly  cooperated 
with  police. 

A  total  of  twenty  gay  men  from 
three  counties  were  charged  with 
having  had  sex  with  minors. 
Charges  against  eleven  of  them 
were  dropped  when  one  of  the 
alleged  victims  recanted  his- 
testimony  and  signed  an  affidavit 
stating  that  the  prosecuting  at¬ 
torney  and  the  police  had  coerced 
him  into  stating  on  video  tape  that 
a  sex  ring  was  operating  in  Joplin. 

The  remaining  nine  men,  im¬ 
plicated  by  other  boys,  plea 
bargained  for  reduced  sentences. 
Danny  Owen,  28,  Joseph  Henlee, 
41,  and,  most  recently  Byerly, 
have  been  given  seven  year  sen¬ 
tences.  Two  19-year-olds  —  Steve 
Pickett  and  Duane  Muller  —  have 
been  committed  to  Fulton  State 
Hospital  for  the  Criminally  Insane 
for  1 1  months.  Pickett,  who  was 
unable  to  raise  bail  and  was 
disowned  by  his  parents,  tried  to 
kill  himself  while  awaiting  trial  in 
jail.  The  rest  are  awaiting  sentenc¬ 
ing. 

These  men  are  guilty,  according 


to  Prosecuting  Attorney  William 
Fleischaker,  of  “persuading”  15 
to  16  “youngsters”  (his  estimate 
reached  30  two  months  ago)  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  1 1  and  15  “into 
homosexual  activity  by  means  of 
alcohol  and  drugs  and  sometimes 
money.” 

“In  only  one  case  was  force  used 
.  .  .  [but  due  to  the  ]  intoxicating 
effects  of  the  drugs  and  liquor  any 
ability  to  resist  was  reduced,” 
Fleischaker  told  The  Gay  News- 
Telegrapli  (TGN-T)  in  St.  Louis. 

Judge  Herbert  Castille  has  told 
reporters  he  is  determined  to 
“make  an  example”  of  these  men. 

Joe  Robertson,  who  Fleischaker 
had  described  to  reporters  as  his 
“star  witness,”  signed  an  affidavit 
two  months  ago  stating  that  he’d 
been  threatened  by  Fleischaker 
and  detectives  Jim  Nail  and  Blake 
Wolf  into  “telling  them  what  they 
wanted  to  hear.” 

Robertson,  16  years  old  at  the 
time  he  was  questioned,  has  a 
“record”  for  having  been  caught 
smoking  marijuana.  He  said, 
“Mr.  Fleischaker  told  me,  ‘One  of 
these  days  you’re  going  to  need  a 
favor  and  I’m  not  going  to  be  there 
to  help.’” 

Nail  and  Wold  threatened 
Robertson  with  “detention,” 
Robertson  said. 

Robertson  said  he  had  run  away 
twice  “to  get  away  from  them. 
They  caught  me  in  Amarillo  the  se¬ 
cond  time.  When  Detective  Nail 
saw  me  in  the  police  station  he 
picked  me  up  in  the  air  by  the  arms 
and  yelled,  ‘You  little  asshole,  you 
don’t  run  out  on  me.’” 

Nail  refused  to  comment  about 
whether  he  had  done  this.  Police 
Chief  Larry  Tennis  told  GCN  the 
department  is  not  investigating 
Robertson’s  allegations  about  tac¬ 
tics  used  by  Nail  and  Wolf. 


News  Commentary 


Fleishchaker  denied 

Robertson’s  charge  and  said  he  is 
“convinced  that  my  witness  was 
tampered  with.”  This  was  an  ap¬ 
parent  reference  to  Robertson’s 
adult  gay  male  friends  in  Joplin. 

Robertson  told  GCN  that  all  the 
sex  between  the  gay  boys  and  men 
was  consensual.  “I  know  every  kid 
involved  and  none  of  it  was  forced. 

“Joplin  is  loaded  with  gay  kids 
—  and  all  have  sex  with  men,  ”  he 
added.  “When  I  came  out  [at  the 
age  of  12]  1  didn’t  know  any  gay 
boys.” 

Some  gay.  men  and  others  here 
in  Joplin  suspect  that  the  investi¬ 
gation,  which  was  conducted  in  a 
very  flamboyant  manner,  was 
designed  to  inflict  the  maximum 
possible  damage  on  the  gay  male 
community.  The  full  names  and 
addresses  of  the  men  charged  were 
released  to  the  press  and  many  ar¬ 
rests  were  made  in  public  places  or 
workplaces,  with  numerous  squad 
tf&rs  —  lights  and  sirens  on  —  used 
to  cart  off  a  single  person. 

The  investigation  has  hurt  gay 
men  here  in  other  ways  as  well. 
Danny  Owen,  the  first  to  go  to 
prison,  alleges  that  his  former 
lover  Mike  Byerly,  sentenced  this 
month,  turned  state’s  evidence 
against  him. 

Terry  Murphy,  a  gay  man  beat¬ 
en  by  the  cops  at  a  recent  anti-gay 
demonstration  inspired  by  the  sex 
ring  scandal  (see  related  article) 
said,  “Police  have  been  successful 
at  lodging  groups  against  each 
other.  Younger  gays  are  distrustful 
of  older  ones,  older  gays  feel  the 
younger  ones  betrayed  them.” 

Robertson  repeatedly  said  he 
was  “really  scared”  of  the  police 
and  has  been  “hiding  out”  for 
months.  “Now  that  I’m  17,  1  can 
just  imagine  what  they’d  do  —  I’ve 
Continued  on  page  9 


Burton’s  Death 
Robs  Gays  of  Ally 


By  John  Mehring 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Repre¬ 
sentative  Phillip  Burton  (D-CA) 
died  suddenly  on  April  10  while  on 
a  brief  visit  to  his  home  district. 

The  56-year-old  legislator  was  an 
outspoken  supporter  of  organized 
labor  and  racial  minorities.  He  also 
played  a  key  role  in  reforming  con¬ 
gressional  procedures  in  the  mid- 
'70s.  And  over  the  past  ten  years, 
Burton  had  become  increasingly 
vocal  about  environmental, 
feminist,  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Elected  to  the  California  State 
Assembly  in  1956  and  to  Congress 
in  1964,  Burton  combined  a  passion 
for  justice  and  equality  with  con¬ 
summate  legislative  skills,  to  earn 
him  the  reputation  as  the  most 
powerful  progressive  politician  in 
the  country. 

One  Northern  California  Demo¬ 
crat  has  remarked  that  “Phil  was  a 
human  political  computer.  He 
knew  more  about  politics  than  any¬ 
one,”  adding  that  “there  is  no  way 
you  can  replace  that.” 

Another  Democrat,  however, 
conceded  that  “in  a  sense,  he  pre¬ 
vented  others  from  blooming.  Now 
these  people  will  have  a  chance  to 
bloom.” 

This  may  be  true  for  the  more  en¬ 
trenched  liberal  groups,  but  for  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  Burton’s  ab¬ 
sence  will  be  a  more  difficult  prob¬ 


lem  to  solve.  The  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  with  relatively  few 
supporters  in  Congress,  has  even 
fewer  powerful  ones. 

Bill  Kraus,  who  was  Burton’s 
aide  on  gay  issues,  reflected  on  the 
politician’s  relationship  with  the 
gay  community  and  assessed  the 
impact  of  his  death.  According  to 
Kraus,  Burton  was  a  progresive 
who  “worked  within  a  traditional 
structure.”  Although  for  many 
years.  Burton  had  intuitively  under¬ 
stood  gay  concerns,  they  were  not 
initially  a  priority  for  him. 

The  turning  points  for  Burton, 
Kraus  explained,  were  Harvey 
Milk’s  successful  1977  campaign 
for  San  Francisco  City  Supervisor 
and,  in  1978,  the  mobilization  of 
the  California  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  to  defeat  the  infamous 
Briggs  Initiative.  After  these  two 
events.  Burton  became  more  re¬ 
sponsive  to  the  gay  movement’s 
legislative  political  agenda. 

Among  his  activities  in  support 
of  the  nation’s  gay  community. 
Burton,  with  New  York  City’s  Rep. 
Ted  Weiss,  addressed  the  1979 
March  on  Washington  for  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Rights.  He  co-spon- 
sored,  and  more  importantly,  per¬ 
suaded  many  of  his  collegues  to  co¬ 
sponsor,  the  national  gay  rights 
bill,  boosting  its  legislative  support 
to  a  still  record  number  of  63 


legislators. 

Burton  had  recently  introduced 
legislation  to  increase  federal  fund¬ 
ing  for  AIDS  research.  Simulta¬ 
neously,  he  was  using  his  extensive 
connections  to  work  for  the  release 
of  previously  appropriated  funds 
for  the  National  Institutes  of 
Health. 

Kraus  states  that  he  himself  spent 
80%  of  his  staff-time  on  AIDS, 
with  Burton’s  approval.  Burton, 
unlike  some  of  his  colleagues,  ex¬ 
pected  Kraus  to  use  his  position  and 
time  “to  further  the  interests  of  the 
community,”  as  opposed  to  being  a 
buffer  between  Burton  and  his  gay 
constituents. 

Though  Burton’s  death  is  a  se¬ 
vere  setback  in  the  battle  for  AIDS 
funding,  Kraus  believes  that  the 
money  will  eventually  be  gotten. 

Kraus  continues  to  work  for  the 
late  Congressman’s  office  and  is  in¬ 
volved  after-hours  in  the  campaign 
of  Burton’s  widow,  Sala,  to  take 
her  husband’s  seat  in  the  House. 
Sala  Burton  is  a  political  activist  in 
her  own  right  and  worked  closely 
with  her  husband  on  many  issues. 
In  Washington,  she  is  known  for 
her  work  on  feminist  and  peace 
causes.  It  is  thought  that  Sala  Bur¬ 
ton  will  win  easily  in  the  special 
election  to  choose  her  husband’s 
successor. 


B  v  Jil  Clark 

JOPLIN,  MO  —  Countless 
times  in  the  past  half  year  the 
Jasper  County  Prosecuting  At¬ 
torney  has  prevailed  upon  parents 
to  “be  vigilant”  about  keeping 
their  children  away  from  a  score  of 
men  who  are  operating  a  “teenage 
homosexual  prostitution  ring.” 

Some  citizens  of  Joplin  have 
heeded  the  warning.  For  the  last 
two  Saturday  nights,  a  small  group 
has  picketed  outside  Billy’s  II,  a 
bar  which  caters  primarily  to  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  Their  leader,  a 
young  mother  named  Chris  Mur¬ 


showed  four  police  dragging  him 
across  the  street,  dropping  him  on 
the  pavement  and  throwing  him 
head  first  into  the  paddy  wagon. 

One  week  later,  eight  people  at¬ 
tempted  to  picket  without  a  per¬ 
mit.  When  the  cops  arrived  to 
hand  out  citations  for  violations  of 
this  ordinance,  one  officer  mis¬ 
took  a  reporter  from  the  local 
newspaper,  the  Joplin  Globe ,  for  a 
patron  of  Billy’s  II.  Operating 
under  this  assumption,  officer 
Dan  Spear  knocked  reporter  Max 
McCoy  to  the  ground,  handcuffed 
him,  and  along  with  other  officers. 


Picketers  at  Joplin  gay  bar  with  anti-gay  plackards. 


ray,  has  vowed  that  the  groups  will 
be  there  —  with  fag-hating  slogans 
on  their  signs  and  on  the  T-shirts 
of  their  children  —  each  Saturday 
night  until  every  queer  has  left 
downtown  Joplin. 

The  group  has  also  distributed 
thousands  of  leaflets  in  mail  boxes 
and  on  car  windshields  around 
town. 

GCN  asked  Prosecuting  At¬ 
torney  William  Fleischaker  if  he 
thinks  the  picketers  were  inspired 
by  his  highly  publicized  “sex  ring” 
investigation. 

“I  didn’t  tell  anybody  to 
picket,”  he  replied,  “I  said  it  was  a 
matter  for  public  involvement 
....  People  should  know  where 
their  12-  and  13-year  olds  are  at 
night. 

“Some  of  the  people  in  the 
picket  came  to  my  office  and 
presented  petitions  saying  1  hadn’t 
been  tough  enough  [on  the  men 
already  tried  and  sentenced].  A 
bunch  of  protestors  got  on  TV  and 
indicated  they  were  going  to  go  to 
my  house  and  sit  in  the  backyard 
....  People  protesting  the  light 
sentences  aren’t  the  people  facing 
the  possibility  of  their  child  taking 
the  stand  and  testifying.” 

Twenty-five  concerned  parents, 
some  with  their  small  children, 
held  the  first  picket  on  April  16, 
with  signs  urging  passersby  to 
“Stop  Perversion,”  “Show  Kids 
We  Care,”  and  “Nix  Homosexual 
Bar.” 

Terry  Murphy,  a  gay  man  ar¬ 
rested  for  assault  on  one  of  the 
picketers,  alleges  he  assaulted  no 
one  but  rather  was  himself  badly 
beaten  by  cops  at  the  scene. 

“Police  say  1  took  a  picture.  But 
my  friend  had  the  camera.  He  took 
a  picture  of  a  kid  with  a  T-shirt 
saying  something  like  ‘Queers 
have  bad  blood.’  1  heard  a  woman 
say,  ‘You  don’t  take  pictures  of 
my  children.’  Somebody  grabbed 
me  from  behind  and  started  chok¬ 
ing  me.  1  blacked  out.” 

Murphy  said  that  he  did  not 
remember  being  beaten,  but  that 
he  watched  film  footage  on  the 
television  news  that  evening  which 


beat  and  kicked  him. 

Police  Chief  Larry  Tennis  told 
GCN  that  no  inquiry  is  underway 
into  the  behavior  of  Spear  and  the 
other  officers. 

The  owners  of  the  Globe ,  a  daily 
which,  according  to  Murphy,  con¬ 
sistently  paints  Joplin  cops  in  a 
favorable  light,  is  suing  the  police 
department. 

GCN  asked  McCoy  whether  this 
experience  had  taught  him  any¬ 
thing  about  what  it  is  like  to  be  a 
faggot  when  the  cops  come 
around.  McCoy  replied,  “No,  I’ve 
just  learned  something  about  the 
treatment  of  reporters  by  Joplin 
police.  That’s  all  I’ve  learned.” 

The  editors  “strongly  recom¬ 
mended”  that  Spear  and  the  other 
assailants  be  suspended  pending  a 
complete  investigation  by  the 
police  department. 

Murray  told  reporters  that  the 
bar  poses  a  threat  to  children  walk¬ 
ing  home  from  school.  Memorial 
High  School,  soon  to  become  a 
middle  school,  is  two  blocks  west 
of  the  bar. 

“It’s  time  we  woke  up  and 
realized  that  it’s  going  on,”  she 
said, referring  to  the  rumor, spread 
by  the  Globe, that  most  of  the  18 
men  indicted  in  Jasper  County  and 
most  of  the  eight  minors  who 
testified  against  them  before  the 
grand  jury  frequented  Billy’s  II. 
“We  want  it  out  of  downtown 
Joplin,”  said  Murray. 

“This  bar  doesn’t  have  a  damn 
thing  to  do  with  those  people,” 
who  were  indicted  and  convicted, 
said  Kurkendall.  “They  didn’t 
come  in  here  and  neither  did  any 
of  the  boys.  You  have  to  be  21  to 
drink  in  Missouri.  Wecheck  l.D.’s 
at  the  door.  We’d  be  crazy  not  to. 
The  police  come  around  here  more 
than  any  other  bar  to  check 
l.D.’s.” 

Kurkendall  said  he  known  only 
one  of  the  boys  who  testified,  Joe 
Robertson.  (See  related  article, 
this  issue.)  “1  know  only  him  be¬ 
cause  he’s  been  out  on  the  street 
for  four  years  .  .  .  looking  for 
male  companionship.  Little  Joe 
Continued  on  page  9 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“In  this  issue  of  Psychoneuroendocrinology, 
David  Crews  brings  to  our  attention  yet  another  of 
nature’s  departures  from  the  male/female  formula  of 
procreation,  namely  the  phenomenon  of  partheno¬ 
genesis  in  a  reptile . . .  These  discoveries  open  up  new 
empirical  vistas  for  further  research  into  the  origins 
and  determinants  of  bimodel  sexual  behavior.  They 
also  serve  linguistic  notice  on  all  of  us  to  watch  our 
semantics  and  not  to  use  male  and  female  loosely  as 
attributes  of  behavior,  when,  in  fact,  the  behavior  con¬ 
cerned  may  be  sex-shared.  The  definitions  of  hetero¬ 
sexual  and  homosexual  would  appear  to  stand  in 
need  of  revision.” 

—  John  Money,  sex  researcher  and  psychiatry 
faculty  member  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  com¬ 
menting  on  parthenogenesis  in  whiptail  lizards,  (C. 
uniparens),  the  so-called  “lesbian  lizards.”  • 


more  bad  laws  against  prostitutes,  gays 

BOSTON  —  Governor  Michael  Dukakis  has  sign¬ 
ed  into  law  two  bills  of  interest  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

HB  5959  expands  the  common  nightwalking  law  to 
include  “common  street  walkers.”  This  means  that 
both  men  and  women  on  the  street  can  be  harassed 
and  arrested  for  prostitution  day  or  night.  According 
to  the  No  Bad  Women  —  Just  Bad  Laws  Committee, 
this  will  make  prostitutes  more  dependent  on  pimps 
and  all  women  more  vulnerable  to  police  harassment. 

The  law  also  doubles  the  maximum  prison  sen¬ 
tences,  to  one  year,  for  the  selling  and  buying  of  sex 
and  increases  the  fines  for  same  from  $200  to  $500.  A 
No  Bad  Woman  spokesperson  commented  that  this 
will  result  in  more  revenue  forthe  state  from  collected 
fines,  which  she  believes  is  the  reason  for  the  law. 

S  1741  closes  a  rural  highway  rest  stop  known  as 
a  popular  gay  male  cruising  spot  (See  GCN ,  Vol.  10, 
No.  30.)  The  rest  stop,  located  on  Rte.  3  at  the  West- 
ford/Chelmsford  town  line,  became  the  center  of  con¬ 
troversy  when  residents  complained  of  homosexual 
activity  in  the  woods  surrounding  it.  ^ 


gay  poles 

WARSAW  —  Recent  visitors  to  Poland  report  an 
increase  of  visible  gay  male  culture  in  that  country,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Campaign. 

Since  the  government  declared  martial  law  and 
turned  its  attention  to  repressing  the  10  million- 
member  union  Solidarity,  the  gay  scene  is  flourishing 
at  private  parties,  on  nude  beaches  and  in  official  and 
unofficial  literary  publications.  In  addition,  both  a 
pantomime  theater  in  Wroclaw  and  a  ballet  theater  in 
Warsaw  have  produced  works  dealing  with  gay  rela- 
tionshiops.  The  ballet,  which  depicted  Tchaikovsky’s 
relationship  with  his  manservant  a  bit  too  explicitly, 
was  shut  down  by  the  government  at  the  request  of 
the  Soviet  ambassador.  But,  many  other  expressions 
of  gay  love  have  gone  uninterrupted  by  government 
censors. 

It  is  thought  that  the  state  is  too  busy  with 
Solidarity  to  bother  with  homosexuals  and  that  the 
social  gains  realized  by  Solidarity  have  not  yet  been 
eroded  by  the  government. 


fly  us,  but  leave  your  boyfriend  at  home 

SACRAMENTO  —  A  gay  man  employed  by  Fron¬ 
tier  Airlines  has  filed  suit  against  the  company 
because  they  refuse  to  grant  reduced  air  travel  rates 
to  his  lover  of  nine  years,  according  to  the  Rocky 
Mountain  News. 

Allen  Chamberlain,  a  steward  for  the  airline, 
stated  in  his  suit  that  he  and  his  lover  have  been 
denied  benefits  granted  to  heterosexual  employees 
because  they  are  gay.  Chamberlain  and  his  lover,  Joe 
Shields,  both  of  Sacramento,  took  out  a  marriage 
license  in  1979  in  Denver  to  qualify  for  the  reduced 
travel  rates,  but  he  said  Frontier  refuses  to  recognize  it. 

“A  dozen  times,  I  have  told  the  company,  ‘I  love 
Joe.  We’ve  been  together  for  nine  years.  This  is  a 
stable  relationship.’  And  every  time,  they  stonewall 
us,  claiming  he  doesn’t  exist,”  said  Chamberlain. 

A  spokesman  for  Frontier  acknowlegded  that 
Frontier  does  not  recognize  the  relationship  and  said, 
“That  will  be  up  to  the  courts  to  decide.” 


group  leaflets  to  ‘resist  hysteria- 
mongering’  about  man/boy  love 

CHICAGO  -r-  The  Chicago  Stonewall  Committee 
distributed  informational  leaflets  entitled  “Youth, 
Sex  and  Gays”  at  the  premier  of  the  film  Abuse. 

Abuse  was  the  opening  night  feature  of  the  Third 
Annual  Lesbian  and  Gay  Film  Festival  which  got  un¬ 
derway  on  April  7.  Chicago  Stonewall  handed  out 
nearly  500  of  the  leaflets,  which  quoted  from  the 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Association  newslet¬ 
ter,  the  Body  Politic  and  GCN. 

The  flyer  states,  in  part,  “We  must  resist  the 
hysteria-mongering  of  the  media,  religion  and  other 
‘authorities.’  We  must  challenge  the  ignorance  and 
stereotypes  about  young  people  and  about  sexuality 
in  general.  We  must  actively  defend  all  those  under  at¬ 
tack  for  consensual  sexual  relations.” 

Following  the  screening,  filmmaker  Arthur  Bres- 
san  discussed  with  the  audience  his  support  for  con¬ 
sensual  intergeneration  gay  relationships. 


intergenerational  sex  discussed  down 
under 


SYDNEY  —  The  above  cartoon  appeared  on  a 
flyer  inviting  the  citizenry  of  Sydney  to  a  round  table 
discussion  on  intergenerational  relationships.  About 
40  people  attended  the  discussion  sponsored  by  the 
Gay  Solidarity  Group.  The  round  table  is  reported  to 
have  been  non-confrontational  and,  at  times, 
humorous. 

One  man,  a  self-identified  boy-lover,  said  that  he 
preferred  to  be  called  a  “rockspider”  rather  than  a 
pedophile.  Another  man  commented  that  that  name 
made  him  want  to  grab  a  can  of  bug  spray. 

It  was  observed  that  Australian  age-of-conse.nt 
laws  are  not  likely  to  be  changed  in  the  near  future 
and  that  energy  would  be  better  spent  on  conscious¬ 
ness-raising  efforts  to  help  adults  understand 
children’s  sexuality. 


never  in  private,  private 

CANBERRA,  AUSTRALIA  —  Gay  male  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  is  still  illegal  in  the  Australian  armed  forces 
under  a  new  adopted  Defence  Forces  Discipline  Bill, 
according  to  Campaign. 

Under  the  bill,  sexual  conduct  is  legal  when  oc¬ 
curring  between  two  consenting  adult  men  in  private. 
However,  a  special  definition  of  “in  private”  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  exclude  the  following:  “on  service  land,  in  a  ser¬ 
vice  ship,  aircraft  or  vehicle,  or  by  a  person  while  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  a  deployment,  exercise  or  operation  of  the 
Defence  Force.” 

In  other  words,  homosexual  activity  is  illegal  for 
Australian  military  personnel  except  when  personnel 
are  off-duty,  off  the  property,  out  of  uniform  and  out  of 
sight. 


defense  fund  formed  for  club  80  patrons 

SYDNEY  —  A  defense  fund  to  aid  those  men  ar¬ 
rested  in  the  Club  80  raids  was  set  up  on  April  10. 
Named  the  Lambda  Legal  Defence  Fund  Trust,  the 
fund  will  also  ensure  adequate  legal  representation 
for  any  persons  charged  under  New  South  Wales  laws 
used  in  a  repressive  way  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

The  number  of  people  charged  in  the  Club  80 
raids  has  risen  to  18  with  the  charging  of  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  club  for  “aiding  and  abetting.” 

The  first  hearing  is  scheduled  for  June  20,  but 
plans  are  underway  to  insist  on  block  hearings  for  all 
persons  arrested  in  the  raids. 


peacequeers  organize  in  kansas  city 

KANSAS  CITY  —  A  group  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  has  formed  here  to  align  themselves  with  the 
global  peace  movement. 

Called  Lesbians  and  Gays  for  World  Peace,  the 
organization  hopes  to  create  a  national  network  to 
promote  discussion  of  global  peace  issues;  to 
organize  individuals  who  wish  to  speak  directly  and 
publicly  on  the  need  for  international  disarmament;  to 
provide  an  educational  resource  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  concerned  with  world  peace  issues. 

They  can  be  contacted  at  3704  Baltimore,  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  MO  64111. 


lesbianity  furor 

CLAREMONT,  CA  —  When  a  lesbian  student 
was  selected  to  be  a  residence  hall  assistant  (RA)  on 
the  same  day  that  she  published  a  coming-out  piece 
for  Gay  Awareness  Week  at  her  school,  a  bit  of  a  flap 
ensued.  Some  students  threatened  to  leave  the  dorm 
and  meetings  were  held  to  discuss  the  ramifications 
of  the  queer  RA. 

The  Claremont  College  Collage,  in  their  reports 
on  the  controversy,  quoted  one  student  as  saying,  “A 
lot  of  those  girls  had  just  never  had  to  deal  with  the 
issue  of  lesbianity  before.!’  (Italics  ours.) 

Things  have  calmed  down  after  the  initial  flutter. 
The  students  are  warming  up  to  the  RA  and  it  looks 
like  she’ll  keep  her  job.  And,  thanks  to  the  girls  in 
Dorsey  Hall,  we’ve  added  the  issue  of  “lesbianity”  to 
our  political  vocabulary. 


no  noisy  queers  in  san  francisco? 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Democratic  Party  has 
selected  San  Francisco  as  its  host  city  for  the  1984 
national  convention,  according  to  the  New  York  Post. 

The  city  will  invest  about  $8.5  million  to  host  the 
convention  and  is  expected  to  get  a  return  of  $30-40 
million  on  their  money. 

Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  shouted  “Whooppee!” 
when  told  by  party  chairman  Charles  Manatt  of  the 
decision.  Feinstein  has  promised  the  Democrats  that 
there  would  be  no  unsightly  demonstrations  by  San 
Francisco’s  large  activist  homosexual  community. 
Nor,  said  the  mayor,  would  there  be  “any  other  major 
demonstrations.  We  give  our  word  on  that.” 


before  stonewall  needs  bucks 

NEW  YORK  —  The  makers  of  Before  Stonewall, 
the  first  feature  film  documenting  the  history  of  the 
American  gay/lesbian  community,  have  announced 
that  they  need  to  raise  the  remaining  $25,000  of  their 
total  budget  of  $240,000. 

They  have  received  grants  from  the  Corporation 
for  Public  Broadcasting,  the  New  York  Council  for  the 
Humanities  and  the  New  York  State  Council  on  the 
Arts,  but  the  grants  must  be  matched  by  money  from 
private  sources.  Interested  gay  and  lesbian  citizens 
can  help  bring  to  light  the  struggles  of  our  community 
prior  to  the  Stonewall  Uprising  in  1969.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  and  to  make  a  contribution,  write  Before 
Stonewall,  630  Ninth  Avenue,  Ste.  908,  NY,  NY  10036. 


alaskans  nix  coed  johns  in  era  resolution 

JUNEAU  —  In  the  Alaska  statehouse  last  month, 
the  muddling  of  issues  reached  new  levels  of 
cloudiness  and  obfuscation. 

According  to  the  Anchorage  Daily  News,  a  pro¬ 
posed  resolution  calling  on  the  U.S.  Congress  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  another  vote  on  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment 
includes  a  provision  that  Alaskans  do  not  support 
“homosexuality,  lesbianism  and  unisexuality." 

The  amendment  was  approved  by  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  at  the  urging  of  women  who 
testified  against  the  resolution.  The  women  main¬ 
tained  that  the  ERA  would  lead  to  a  more  sexually  per¬ 
missive  society  with  homosexuality,  lesbianism 
and  “unisexuality  (men  and  women  using  the  same 
bathroom).” 

The  ERA  makes  no  mention  of  sexual  preference 
or  toilet  facilities. 


This  week’s  News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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FBI  Involvement  Suspected  # 

Students  Victims  of  Homophobic  Attacks 


By  Jil  Clark 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  NY  —  A 
year-long  barrage  of  homophobic 
attacks  on  several  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  at  Vassar  College  has  left 
them  frightened,  angry,  and  dis¬ 
trustful  of  the  administration. 
Some  suspect  that  either  federal 
intelligence  agents  or  members  of  a 
local  hate  group  are  behind  the 
hate  campaign. 

Several  leaders  of  the  Gay  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Alliance  (GPA)  have  been 
assaulted,  threatened  with  death, 
had  their  possessions  vandalized 
and  their  dorm  rooms  searched, 
and  have  been  followed,  photo¬ 
graphed  and  questioned  by  men 
who  are  not  Vassar  students. 

The  incident  which  has  come  to 
light  most  recently  does  involve 
student  assailants,  however.  A 
group  of  four  to  six  Vassar  men 
who,  according  to  GPA  members, 
call  themselves  “the  surf  nazis,” 
lobbed  a  firecracker  into  a  dorm 
room  in  which  two  “closeted”  les- 


Bv  Susan  Saxe 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  From 
April  7th  to  10th  2500  women 
attended  the  14th  National  Con¬ 
ference  on  Women  and  the  Law. 
This  year’s  conference  was  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.  at  the  city’s 
Convention  Center. 

The  conference  through  the 
years  has  had  its  ups  and  downs,  as 
planners  struggled  to  resolve  or  at 
least  move  forward  on  the  same 
issues  that  have  confronted  the 
women’s  movement  as  a  whole. 
How  do  we  deal  with  racism  and 
classism,  make  our  events  more  ac¬ 
cessible  to  women  of  different 
means  and  abilities,  accommodate 
different  cultures  and  priorities? 
How  do  we  deal  with  demands  for 
more  “professionally  oriented” 
workshops  from  some  women  and 
challenges  to  open  up  the  meaning 
of  legal  struggle  to  include  com¬ 
munity  organizing,  political  action 
and  self  help  on  the  other  hand? 

The  theme  of  this  year’s  confer¬ 
ence  was  “Unity  and  Empower¬ 
ment,”  and  if  numbers  mean  any¬ 
thing,  it  was  the  most  representative 
in  its  14  year  history,  both  in  terms 
of  who  was  on  the  various  commit¬ 
tees  that  planned  the  conference 
and  who  attended  it.  Of  the  36 
members  of  the  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee,  26  were  women  of  color,  over 
half  were  visible  (publically  out)  les¬ 
bians  and  two  were  disabled  wom¬ 
en. 

The  programming  reflected  the 
increased  diversity  and  political 
consciousness  of  the  planners. 
There  was  a  strong  commitment  to 
address  issues  of  concern  to  Third 
World  women  and  lesbians,  and  a 
lot  of  emphasis  throughout  the 
whole  conference  on  addressing 
economic  issues  and  developing 
strategies  to  fight  the  rise  of  the 
Right. 

Workshops  were  divided  into 
“clusters”  (major  topics)  with 
Third  World  and  lesbian  issues  be¬ 
ing  some  of  the  largest.  The  Third 
World  Women/Women  of  Color 
Issues  cluster  contained  twenty-one 
workshops,  ranging  from  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  Women  of  Color  in 
the  Feminist  Movement  to  strategy 
workshops  on  survival  issues,  em¬ 
ployment  and  access  to  power  with¬ 
in  existing  public  institutions.  The 
Lesbian  Issues  cluster  covered 
everything  from  mediation  within 
the  lesbian  community  to  dealing 
with  the  “isms”  that  divide  us  to 
one  titled  “Lesbians  and  Elected 
Office:  Can  You  Do  Both?” 

On  first  impression,  the  con¬ 
ference  was  simply  overwhelming. 
There  w'ere  2500  women  from  all 
over  the  country  gathered  for  three 


bians  were  sleeping.  The  group  has 
also  been  credited  with  drawing  a 
swastika  on  the  elevator  of  the 
dorm  in  which  they  live  and  ver¬ 
bally  harassing  the  two  lesbians 
and  others  around  campus.  The 
men  were  called  before  college 
court  in  mid  April.  According  to 
an  unofficial  report  from  an  at¬ 
torney  for  GPA  members,  the 
court  did  not  expell  the  men,  but 
rather  separated  them  from  one 
another  by  moving  them  to  differ¬ 
ent  dorms. 

Aside  from  the  session  in  col¬ 
lege  court,  the  only  tangible 
responses  of  the  administration  in 
the  past  year  have  been  the  posting 
of  notices  —  one  in  the  wake  of  a 
spate  of  death  threats  to  two  gay 
activists  last  spring,  another  dur¬ 
ing  an  outbreak  of  obscene  phone 
threats  in  November.  Both  letters 
decried  intolerance  and  encour¬ 
aged  anyone  with  information 
about  the  harassers  to  come  for¬ 
ward. 


days  of  intense  meeting,  sharing, 
arguing,  socializing  and  agonizing 
over  how  to  fit  well  over  200 
fascinating  workshops  into  the  nine 
allocated  workshop  periods. 

The  final  impression  was  also 
overwhelming,  but  in  a  different 
way.  It  was  a  picture  of  deep  and 
maybe  unresolvable  differences  be¬ 
tween  women,  all  of  us  dedicated  in 
one  way  or  another  to  a  vision  of  a 
feminist  future,  but  with  little  com¬ 
mon  ground  as  to  what  that  future 
will  be.  It’s  not  just  a  matter  of 
strategy  and  tactics,  how  we  get 
from  here  to  there,  but  of  real  issues 
about  who  is  in  that  future  with  us, 
what  are  our  problems  and  who  are 
our  friends  and  enemies,  allies  or 
obstacles. 

The  two  workshops  leaving  the 
most  positive  and  negative  impres¬ 
sions  were  one  on  dealing  with  the 
“isms”  in  the  lesbian  community 
and  one  on  the  politics  of  women’s 
sexuality. 

Demita  Frazier  and  Tia  Cross, 
community  activists  from  the  Bos¬ 
ton  area,  and  Amy  Oppenheimer 
from  Legal  Services  of  North  Vir¬ 
ginia,  led  the  workshop  titled, 
“Dealing  with  Racism,  Classism 
and  Anti-Semitism  in  the  Lesbian 
Community.” 

Demita  discussed  her  experiences 
as  a  black  woman  in  Chicago  Les¬ 
bian  Liberation  in  the  early  ’70s. 
She  had  encountered  an  unwilling¬ 
ness  of  the  white  women  to  deal 
with  racism  and  the  inability  of  the 
black  women  to  talk  about  it  except 
among  themselves,  while  the  whole 
issue  was  masked  over  by  an 
ideology  of  “we’re  all  equally  op¬ 
pressed  as  women.” 

Amy  focused  on  the  assumptions 
about  Jewish  women  in  the 
women’s  community  to  open  up 
the  question  of  the  origin  of  our  as¬ 
sumptions  and  values.  What  does  it 
mean  when  we  hear  “there  are  a 
disproportionate  number  of  Jewish 
women  in  the  women’s/lesbian 
community”  and  does  it  mean  too 
many?  Who  decided  that  the  ideal 
dyke  was  tall,  fiat -chested,  slim¬ 
hipped,  handy  around  the  house 
and  plays  softball? 

Tia,  introducing  herself  as  a 
middle-class  Yankee  WASP  from 
New  England,  talked  about  her 
struggle  to  confront  racism, 
classism  and  anti-semitism  in  her 
own  background  and  in  the  world 
around  her.  She  asked  us  to  pause 
for  a  minute  and  imagine  our  vision 
of  our  feminist/lesbian  future 
world.  Then  she  asked  who  is  in  the 
picture,  what  colors  are  they,  what 
languages  they  speak,  what  are 
their  sizes,  styles,  and  different 
abilities.  She  encouraged  us  to  ex- 


GPA  steering  committee  mem¬ 
ber  Michael  Feldman  (not  his  .eal 
name)  said  that  Natalie  Marshall, 
vice-president  of  student  services, 
has  been  “unhelpful  at  best.”  For 
instance,  he  said,  Marshall  failed 
to  post  a  memo  on  the  student 
bulletin  boards  when  he  was 
beaten  up  in  the  fall,  although  this 
procedure  is  supposed  to  be 
followed  in  all  assaults  on  campus. 
He  added  that  the  campus  security 
guards’  report  made  no  mention 
of  the  anti-gay  nature  of  the 
assault. 

Marshall,  who  is  responsible  for 
the  drafting  and  posting  of  these 
bulletins,  told  GCN  that  the  ad¬ 
ministration  has  taken  the  reports 
of  Feldman  and  others  “very  seri¬ 
ously.”  She  said  that  Feldman  told 
her  he  had  been  advised  by  his  at¬ 
torneys  not  to  publicize  the  as¬ 
sault.  Feldman  said  that  he  made  it 
clear  to  Marshall  that  he  wanted  it 
posted  “because  gay  students  need 
to  know  about  this.” 


pand  that  vision  in  ourselves  and  in 
our  community,  to  visualize  a  les¬ 
bian  future  free  of  “isms,”  and  to 
find  the  courage  and  creativity  to 
envision  health  as  part  of  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  healine. 

The  workshop  titled  “The 
Politics  of  Women’s  Sexuality,” 
far  from  expanding  anyone’s  vision 
of  our  future,  encouraged  women 
to  lock  themselves  into  their  most 
narrow  positions  and  club  each 
other  from  behind  the  barricades. 
A  serious  problem  was  the  lack  of  a 
panel  to  set  the  tone  for  an  open 
personal  discussion.  The  modera¬ 
tor’s  role  was  simply  to  set  in  mo¬ 
tion  a  terrible  dynamic  and  then  sit 
back  and  call  on  raised  hands  as  the 
situation  deteriorated. 

It  began  with  a  survey  of  the 
room  to  determine  how  each  of  the 
150  women  identified  herself,  the 
categories  being  heterosexual,  les¬ 
bian,  bi-sexual,  s/m,  prostitute, 
celebate  and  Third  World(l).  There 
was  no  format  to  challenge  why 
“Third  World”  was  considered  a 
sexual  category,  or  why  every  wom¬ 
an  there,  except  the  heterosexual 
women,  should  take  risks  by  identi¬ 
fying  themselves  in  a  room  full  of 
strangers. 

We  were  then  asked  to  write 
down  discussion  questions  and  a 
list  of  all  the  stereotypes  we  had 
heard  about  each  sexual  category. 
This  allowed  women  to  throw  out 
even  the  most  hurtful  stereotypes 
without  claiming  responsibility  for 
what  they  said. 

Another  question  was,  “De¬ 
scribe  an  incident  you  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  which  involved  either 
homophobia  or  lesbian  chauvin¬ 
ism.”  This  was  said  as  if  their  were 
such  a  thing  as  “lesbian  chau¬ 
vinism”  and  the  two  were  equal 
sides  of  the  same  coin. 

The  discussion  took  off  from 
that  point  and  became  a  trashing 
session  in  which  heterosexual  wom¬ 
en  complained  about  all  the  bad, 
divisive  lesbians  who  accuse  them 
of  not  being  good  feminists  just 
because  they  happen  to  sleep  with 
men.  One  woman  actually  said  that 
she’d  like  to  hang  out  with  lesbians 
more,  but  she  gets  offended 
because  “they  drink  so  much.” 

There  was  more  to  the  confer¬ 
ence,  including  a  great  turn-out  of 
legal  workers  and  community  or¬ 
ganizers  for  the  workshop  on 
women  in  prison.  It  was  also  ex¬ 
citing  to  see  the  direction  that  the 
conference  has  taken,  and  the  com¬ 
mitment  of  so  many  women  to 
move  it  and  us  in  the  direction  of 
that  ever  expanding  vision  of  our 
future. 


Attorneys  for  Lambda  Legal 
Defense  and  the  Center  for  Con¬ 
stitutional  Rights  (CCR),  who  be¬ 
came  involved  in  the  case  in  the  fall 
at  the  request  of  GPA  leaders 
frustrated  with  the 
administration’s  response,  have 
met  twice  with  college  administra¬ 
tors  to  suggest  steps  that  the  col¬ 
lege  could  take  to  avoid  further 
violence. 

Following  a  meeting  on  April 
20,  Pat  Maher  of  Lambda  report¬ 
ed  that  Marshall  and  the  Dean  of 
the  College,  Patrick  Sullivan,  have 
“done  very  little  since  our  last 
meeting.” 

Maher  continued,  “We  asked 
them  whether  they  had  set  up  pro¬ 
cedures  for  dealing  with  anti-gay 
harassment;  whether  they  had  es¬ 
tablished  a  liaison  to  lesbian  and 
gay  students;  whether  they  had 
hired  a  private  investigator; 
whether  they  had  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  to  all  students  saying  that  the 
college  is  not  willingly  involved  in 
any  surveillance  by  the  govern¬ 
ment;  whether  they  had  begun  to 
train  and  educate  security  (police) 
about  anti-gay  harassment  and 
about  racism.  They  hadn’t  really 
done  anything.  They  waffled  right 
and  left  and  said  they  have  to  go 
through  certain  procedures  in¬ 
volving  the  faculty.  1  said  this  is  an 
emergency  ....  It’s  an  outrage 
that  [some  gay  students)  have  had 
to  undergo  all  this  all  year,  yet  the 
administration  is  just  sitting  on 
their  hands.” 

Marshall  was  unreachable  for 
comment  after  the  meeting,  but 
she  had  said  at  an  earlier  date  that 
the  college  already  has  a  private  in¬ 
vestigator  and  that  the  college’s 
committee  on  sexual  harassment  is 
already  working  on  an  improved 
grievance  procedure. 

Cass  and  Feldman  told  GCN 
that  administrators  are  not  going 
to  solve  the  problem  because  they 
believe  the  graduation  of  Cass  and 
Feldman  will  solve  it  for  them. 
Both  are  leaving  Vassar  this  year. 
Cass  said  the  administration  is 
hoping  that  the  lesbian  and  gay 
students  who  remain  will  be  more 
closeted  and  less  noisy  about  anti¬ 
gay  harassment. 

Maher  concluded,  “The  student 
body  has  got  to  organize  at  this 
point.  There’s  nothing  else  we  can 
do  from  the  outside.” 

In  the  meantime,  as  the  end  of 
the  semester  approaches,  Maher 
and  many  Vassar  students  are 
growing  increasingly  apprehensive 
about  the  welfare  of  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  here. 

“Things  have  been  calmer  for  a 
while,”  said  Maher,  “But  the  pat¬ 
tern  has  been  more  harassment 
toward  the  beginning  and  end  of 
semesters.” 


The  wave  of  anti-gay  harass¬ 
ment  began  last  March,  im¬ 
mediately  following  an  anti-racist 
protest  at  a  U.S.  post  office  in 
Poughkeepsie,  at  which  Cass  iden¬ 
tified  herself  as  a  member  of  the 
Vassar  Gay  People’s  Alliance 
and  a  third  world  lesbian, 
spoke  along  similar  lines.  The  rally 
was  “well-attended,”  said  Cass, 
“featuring  many  anonymous 
photographers  and  tape  recorders. 
We  were  both  photographed 
speaking.” 

At  this  time,  many  members  of 
the  GPA  steering  committee  began 
experiencing  harassment:  cars 
swerved  at  them  on  the  road  and 
the  occupants  screamed  anti-gay 
epithets  and  threw  bottles  at  the 
gay  pedestrians. 

Feldman  was  verbally  abused 
and  beaten  by  two  men  on  the 
night  of  October  14.  While  one 
man  had  Feldman  pinned  against  a 
tree,  the  other  told  him,  “This  is 
only  the  beginning.  It  will  get 
worse  if  you  remain  here.” 
Feldman  was  unable  to  positively 
identify  the  assailants  among 
photos  of  students  which  he  look¬ 
ed  at  in  Marshall’s  office  the  next 
day. 

In  the  beginning  of  November, 
death-threatening  phone  calls  were 
made  to  Cass  and  Feldman  and 
another  lesbian  activist,  and 
Feldman  received  a  bomb  threat 
on  December  17.  The  language 
used  in  the  calls,  which  students 
believe  were  made  by  the  same  per¬ 
son,  was  similar  to  that  used  in  the 
notes  and  physical  attacks. 

Feldman,  Cass  and  others  main¬ 
tain  that  they  have  been  systemat¬ 
ically  followed,  watched,  photo¬ 
graphed,  and  questioned  about 
themselves  and  the  GPA  by  men 
on  campus  who  are  not  Vassar 
students.  Thioughout  the  faii,  a 
man  attended  GPA  meetings, 
identifying  himself  as  a  friend  of 
gay  journalist  Arthur  Bell,  and  a 
writer  from  the  Village  Voice, 
researching  an  article  about  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  male  college  students 
in  the  Hudson  River  area. 

Students  told  GCN  that,  upon 
investigation,  this  alibi  was  found 
to  be  false.  Marshall,  however, 
said  that  the  imposter  at  the  GPA 
meetings  had  been  “checked  out” 
and  that  she  is  “absolutely  con¬ 
vinced  that  particular  person  is  not 
involved.” 

Maher  thinks  it  is  “very  odd 
that  the  students  harassed  couldn’t 
identify  (their  harassers)  as  stu¬ 
dents.”  She  suspects  “something 
is  going  on  outside  the  college  — 
even  it  it’s  a  New  Right  group  with 
a  connection  on  the  administra¬ 
tion  or  faculty.” 

Continued  on  page  9 


Parole  Hearing 
For  Air  Force  Officer 


By  Jil  Clark 

FT.  LEAVENWORTH,  KS- 
An  Air  Force  Lieutenant  sen¬ 
tenced  to  six  years  at  hard  labor 
for  lesbian  sex  and  two  inciden¬ 
tal  drug  charges  appeared 
before  a  military  parole  board 
on  April  20. 

Joann  Newak,  jailed  at  the 
army  prison  here,  was  granted  a 
hearing  before  the  Air  Force 
Disposition  Board  long  before  it 
had  been  expected.  Although 
her  attorney  says  the  results  of 
the  hearing  will  not  be  an¬ 
nounced  for  four  to  six  weeks, 
pending  review  by  Air  Force 
Bureaucrats  in  Washington,  the 
fact  that  she  had  the  hearing  at 
all  is  indicative  of  a  change  of  at¬ 
titude  on  the  part  of  the  Air 
Force. 

The  Disposition  Board  hear¬ 
ing  could  result  in  a  release  as 
early  as  June,  1983,  when 
Newak  will  have  served  12 
months  of  her  sentence. 


The  parole  hearing  came 
about  after  Major  General 
Thomas  B.  Bruton  signed  a 
clemency  order  on  March  23, 
halving  Newak’s  six  year 
sentence  and  making  her  eligible 
for  parole  after  one  year  in 
military  prison.  Bruton’s  order, 
issued  without  comment,  modi¬ 
fies  the  extraordinarily  harsh 
sentence  of  the  court  martial 
board  and  the  review  board  that 
upheld  it. 

Newak’s  case  has  received  a 
lot  of  publicity,  which  grew  out 
of  the  attention  paid  to  the  case 
by  Washington  Post  columnist 
Colman  McCarthy.  Faith 
Seidenberg,  one  of  Newak’s 
lawyers,  believes  that  Newak’s 
case  has  become  an  embarrass¬ 
ment  to  the  Air  Force  and  that 
this  may  explain  the  apparent 
change  in  attitude. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Conference  Commentary 

Narrowing  Positions  or 
Expanding  Visions? 
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Community  Voices 


progressive  s/m 

Dear  GCN  Readers: 

We  are  LOUISE  (Lesbians  Operating  Under 
Intense  Sexual  Excitement),  a  Lesbian  feminist 
s/nt  support  group.  We  are  defiant  vvimon  who 
got  together  not  to  defend  or  apologize  for 
ourselves  and  our  sexuality,  but  because  we  enjoy 
our  sexuality.  We  arc  Lesbians  —  winton  who 
have  sex  with  winton  only.  We  arc  feminists  — 
committed  to  economic,  political,  social  and  sex¬ 
ual  power  for  winton.  Most  of  us  do  political 
work  with  other  groups  besides  LOUISE. 

All  of  us  arc  for  and  against  many  things:  for 
freedom,  justice  and  equality,  and  against  all  the 
power  structures  that  stand  in  their  way.  The 
ultimate  goal  of  our  political  work  is  to  make  a 
world  where  everyone  can  experience  that  hap¬ 
piness  which  comes  with  liberation.  We  have 
political  disagreements  about  how  to  achieve  the 
kind  of  world  we  want  to  live  in,  but  not  about 
what  we  need  to  get  rid  of.  Wc  arc  against  hier¬ 
archies  based  on  gender,  race,  ethnicity, 
economic  class  background,  age,  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  or  style,  religion,  caste,  appearance,  body 
size,  physical  or  mental  disability,  or  history  of 
incarceration.  In  fact,  wc  arc  against  class 
systems.  This  includes  the  international  class 
system  of  imperialism  led  by  the  U.S.,  the 
U.S.S.R.  and  other  big  powers.  As  feminists,  wc 
support  winton’s  control  over  their  bodies;  we  arc 
particularly  against  rape,  coerced  sex,  non- 
eonscnsual  incest,  battering,  forced  sterilization, 
forced  childbearing  and  forced  childrearing. 

Most  people  think  of  s/m  as  being  exemplified 
by  the  sexual  practices  of  dcSade  and  Sachcr- 
Masoch.  We  in  LOUISE  say  that  what  they  did 
was  violence  and  coercion,  not  s/nt.  Some  of  the 
many  people  today  who  routinely  practice 
violence  claim  to  be  doing  s/m,  but  they  aren’t 
cither.  We  define  s/nt  as  the  appearance  of  an  ex¬ 
change  of  power  in  a  consensual  and  usuallly 
erotic  setting.  It  is  often  accompanied  by  props 
such  as  whips,  silk  or  pain,  but  these  arc  not 
always  necessary.  Wc  think  s/m  can  be  used  very 
progressively.  For  example,  in  s/m  one  can  find 
things  in  oneself  and  .communicate  with  one’s 
partner(s)  from  the  deepest  levels  of  one’s  being. 
Besides,  it  feels  wonderful!  Winton  in  touch  with 
their  wants  and  needs  arc  strong  winton.  S/m  is 
an  excellent  tool  for  healing.  We  arc  searching  for 
a  new  name  for  these  experiences  lit  distinguish 
them  from  what’s  commonly  thought  of  as  s/nt. 

We  see  the  apparent  contradiction  between  our 
politics  —  trying  to  build  a  world  where  everyone 
has  equal  power  —  and  our  playing  with  power 
differences  in  our  sexuality.  But  the  contradiction 
is  not  real.  The  fact  that  some  people  sometimes 
in  their  s/nt  scenes  use  images  from  real-life 
power  imbalances  is  not  enough  to  invalidate  the 
whole  s/nt  experience,  which  is  based  upon  real 
and  healthy  desires.  Some  of  us  feel  that  the  use 
of  such  images  in  certain  private  settings  is  accept¬ 
able,  while  others  don’t.  In  fact,  wc  disagree 
about  whether  or  not  everything  consensual  is 
o.k . 

We  want  sexual  desire  to  be  freed  from  the 
strictures  imposed  by  the  rulers  of  our  society.  Of 
course,  no  one  living  under  the  patriarchy  and  im¬ 
perialism  is  free  front  their  influence.  Wc  don’t 
understand  how  people  who  criticize  s/m  can 
claim  to  know  tttore  about  free  sexuality  than  wc 
do,  coming  from  these  same  circumstances.  Our 
s/m  feelings,  like  our  Lesbianism,  arc  spon¬ 
taneous  for  us,  and  not  a  product  only  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  set-up  of  society;  both  would  exist  under 
other  circumstances. 

Because  we  arc  so  forward  in  supporting 
wimon’s  control  of  their  sexuality,  wc  threaten 
the  power  structure  and  for  that  reason  arc  at¬ 
tacked  by  it.  We’re  oppressed  by  anti-s/m  people 
the  same  way  that  gays  arc  oppressed  by  homo¬ 
phobes.  The  anti-s/m  forces  arc  more  consis¬ 
tently  against  consensual  power  trips  than  noil- 
consensual  ones,  which  are  the  norm  in  our  socie¬ 
ty.  It’s  dangerous  to. say  what  you’re  for,  especial¬ 
ly  if  you’re  for  anything  progressive.  By  being  for 
things,  rather  th.111  nisi  against  things,  you  make 
yourself  a  tat  get  But  >u*  will  not  be  deterred.  We 
think  sex  is  importa  .1  ••n<’"gh  to  deal  with  even 
when  people  arc  starving. 

Wc  will  talk  to  any  feminist  wimon  about  their 
honest  questions  about  s/m,  but  wc  won’t  apolo¬ 
gize  to  anyone.  Any  s/111  dykes  who  aren’t  into 
apologies  and  who  would  like  to  join  us  can  con¬ 
tact  us  at  (415)  285-5978. 

LOUISE 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area 


FEATURES  EDITOR 

Gay  Community  News  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  Features  Editor.  Pre¬ 
vious  experience  helpful.  Re¬ 
sponsible  for  soliciting  and 
editing  articles  and  book  re¬ 
views,  planning  special  supple¬ 
ments.  Commitment  to  femin¬ 
ism  and  social  change.  Chal¬ 
lenging  position  in  a  stimu¬ 
lating  environment.  Full-time. 
Low  salary,  good  benefits.  In¬ 
quiries  and  resumes  to:  Manag¬ 
ing  Editor,  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  (617) 
426-4469. 


attitude 

Dear  friends. 

While  Northampton  women  are  in  the  news  I 
want  to  flush  out  the  picture  with  some  under¬ 
ground  views  of  dykedom  in  the  Paradise  Valley. 

I  spent  three  summers  in  Northampton.  When  I 
say  this  today  many  a  lesbian  sister  responds: 
“Northampton!  What  was  your  experience  if  that 
community?!” 

In  conversation  I’ve  heard  lots  of  tales  of  out¬ 
rage.  The  general  idea  being  some  women  from 
around  there  seem  caught  in  a  ‘better  than’  myth 
—  their  act  is  tough,  chauvanist,  or  stridently  pc 
where  rules  of  correctness  originate,  unques¬ 
tionably,  at  the  center  of  the  universe,  North¬ 
ampton,  of  course. 

Let  me  pick  out  a  few  to  illustrate.  There’s  the 
one  about  the  Northampton  woman  who  crashed 
the  apartment  of  a  sister  in  Gainesville  she  had 
never  met  before.  Besides  generally  treating  the 
pad  as  rightful  if  inferior  accommodation  for  a 
travelling  V.I.P.,  the  Northampton  woman  ap- 
parantly  picked  up,  examined  and,  in  most  cases, 
incorrectly  replaced,  all  items  on  the  sistcr- 
wontyn’s  altar.  A  musician  told  me  of  the  night 
her  band  played  a  women’s  dance  in  the  Valley 
and  someone  mentioned  in  passing  some  gig 
they’d  done  where  men  were  present.  “You  play 
for  men!”  rejoined  one  prominanl  community 
woman  loudly  —  within  half  an  hour  the  place 
had  cleared  out.  A  guy  I  know  tried  to  live  in 
Northampton  while  his  girlfriend  was  at  school, 
only  he’d  never  encountered  so  much  hostile  vib- 
ing  from  women  on  the  street  and  he  couldn’t 
stand  it  very  long. 

Personally  I  enjoyed  my  time  in  the  area,  and 
met  several  wonderful  women,  yet  odd  things  did 
happen.  I  think  if  our  household  had  been  less 
self-sufficient  I  would  have  pained  for  want  of 
community.  Only  in  Northampton  has  a  sister 
sneered  at  me  for  being  into  rock  music;  there  I 
experienced  one  very  sharp  example  of  contrast 
between  the  words  of  a  certain,  supposedly  lull- 
hearted,  non-classist,  feminist,  etc.  academician 
and  her  practical  treatment  of  one  tradeswoman; 
and  I  heard  the  crazy  details  of  how  fisty-cuffs 
broke  out  between  folk  at  Womanfyrc  Books  and 
a  woman  carpenter  hired  to  fix  the  store.  These 
arc  my  contributions  to  the  nationwide  grapevine 
on  this  subject.  Wc  wish  the  community  max¬ 
imum  strength  and  best  wishes  in  struggle  against 
regional  lacisti,  wc  just  don’t  get  the  altitude. 
Sincerely, 

M.  Clad 
Atlanta,  GA 

run  around 

Dear  GCN. 

I  am  responding  in  reference  to  the  Cambridge 
Women’sC  enlei  's  denial  for  usage  of  the  Center 
by  the  Women's  S/M  Support  Group.  Although  I 
am  not  u:  avid  supporter  of  the  beliefs  of  S/M,  I 
do  believe  that  this  group  has  a  right  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Center.  Baltimore  has  recently  formed  a 
similar  group  and  they  did  not  meet  with  this  kind 
of  resistance  and  bull.  The  Lesbian  S/M  Support 
Group  here  is  a  part  of  the  G.C'.C.B.  (Gay  Com¬ 
munity  Center  of  Baltimore)  ,  as  it  should  be. 

The  response  by  the  C.W.  Center  sounds  like 
the  proverbial  run  around.  A  “community 
center”  should  bring  its  people  together,  not  be 
judgmental  and  separatist.  The  group  has  proven 
that  they  arc  sincere.  And  let’s  lace  it,  S/M  is  a 
part  of  every  community  all  over,  even 
Bostonians. 

To  the  womens  group  in  question  I  admire  your 
perseverance  and  togetherness.  To  the  C.W. 
Center,  you  have  to  decide  who  you  arc  there  for; 
every  woman  or  just  a  chosen  lew. 

Sincerely, 

Susan  Gunn 

Co-chairperson  Baltimore  Gay  and  Lesbian 

Switchboard 

Baltimore,  MD 


Marketing  Director 

(formerly  Promotions  Manager) 


plementing  campaigns  to  increase 
GCN' s  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales.  Experience  in  marketing  helpful. 
Full-time.  Health  insurance  and  paid 
vacation.  Position  open  now,  starting 
date  flexible.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to: 
Cindy  Patton,  GCN  167  Tremont  St. 
5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111,  (617) 
426-4469. 


nambla/s&m 

Dear  People: 

First,  let  me  apologize  for  not  presenting  this  in 
typed  form  as  you  request:  my  “typer”  is  in  the 
shop  and  requires  massive  monetary  transfusions 
before  it  will  be  released  into  my  custody  again. 
Please  understand,  and  I  promise  to  keep  my 
writing  (rather,  ‘printing’)  legible. 

Second,  I  have  enclosed  a  small  (*sigh*)  con¬ 
tribution.  1  felt  it  more  important  to  respond  to 
recent  issues  quickly  and  hence  the  hand-written 
letter  —  my  typer  can  wait:  my  feelings  need  to  be 
expressed  now,  before  the  impetus  fails,  (and  ire 
recedes). 

On  my  agenda  of  comments,  I  want  to  direct 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  ongoing  controvesy 
involing  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Center  and  the 
S/M  support  group  is  indicative  of  the  most  mili¬ 
tant  ‘blindness’  I’ve  witnessed  besides  the 
NAMBLA  controversy.  What  we’re  being  told 
here  is  that  support  can  only  be  extended  to  those 
who  agree  with  “Ones  in  Power”  (an  S/M  rela¬ 
tionship?)  while  people  involved  in  “P.l.”  activi¬ 
ty  will  please  kindly  step  to  the  back  of  the  bus:  we 
don’t  want  to  ‘see’  the  evidence  of  your  existence 
(your  difference)  and  have  to  face  any  reality  we 
can’t  cope  with  emotionally  of  intellectually. 
“No,  thanks,  ladies  —  I’ll  just  keep  this  blindfold 
securely  in  place,  okay?” 

Sorry,  people:  it’s  not  gonna  go  away  just 
because  you  can’t  deal  with  it.  We’ve  come  too 
far  to  climb  back  into  the  closet  now.  To  the 
women  who  put  their  names  (and  hearts)  to  the 
letter  headed  “still  discussing”  in  the  April  9th 
issue  (No.  37):  thank  you.  I  wish  I  had  a  place  to 
offer  you.  I  can  only  give  my  verbal  support  and 
hope  somebody  comes  to  their  senses  and.  starts 
taking  care  of  business.  No  surrender  without 
consent! 

(Whew!)  Next,  I  want  to  extend  my  pride, 
gratitude  and  appreciation  to  GCN  for  running 
“Consent:  What  Is  It?”  and  “It  Is  Us  Against 
Them”  in  the  April  1 6th  issue,  and  of  course  to 
the  authors  of  both  pieces  also.  I  agree  100%  with 
Mr.  McClintock  on  the  point  that  age  of  consent 
cases  should  be  judged  individually.  That’s  one  of 
the  main  reasons  I  joined  NAMBLA  in  the  first 
place;  I  don’t  believe  that  any  bureaucracy,  state 
or  federal,  has  the  ability  (or  the  right)  to  decide 
what  an  appropriate  age  of  consent  is.  Young 
people  aren’t  “allowed”  to  disengage  from  harm¬ 
ful  and  abusive  “family”  environments;  so  many 
times  I’ve  personally  witnessed  runaways  forcibly 
returned  to  the  parents  who  beat  them  into  leav¬ 
ing  in  the  first  place.  These  are  ‘laws  to  protect 
“children”  ’?  Gimme  a  break!  It’s  violence,  pure 
and  simple.  Rape  is  not  sex,  it’s  violence;  child 
abuse  is  not  protection,  it’s  violence.  These  situa¬ 
tions  occur  because  women  and  children  aren’t 
“taken  seriously”  and  because  they  have  no 
rights  to  fight  back  with. 

Sit  back  and  think  about  a  society  that  pro¬ 
motes  violence  and  denies  its  citizens  outlets  for 
love  and  affection,  and  it’s  easy  to  understand  the 
FBA  harassment  of  NAMBLA  and  denial  of 
space  for  S/M  lesbians.  Easy  to  understand,  but 
impossible  to  condone. 

Both  situations  revolve  around  words  and  con¬ 
cepts  like  “power”  and  “consent”  and  1  think 
everyone  should  remember  the  word  that  keeps 
getting  lost  in  the  shuffle:  “mutual.”  No  one  can 
decide  except  the  persons  involved.  I’ve  long  since 
stopped  expecting  anything  productive  from  so- 
called  “objective  by-standers;”  they  invariably 
seek  to  impose  their  own  moralistic  conditions  to 
the  subject  at  hand. 

Enough.  More  journalistically  fluent  people 
have  appliied  themselves  to  these  topics.  I  just 
couldn’t  keep  it  inside  anymore. 

In  closing,  my  last  words  are  for  Nancy 
Walker,  my  favorite  Unicorn.  In  so-called 
“primitive” societies,  the  mad  people  are  cherish¬ 
ed  and  revered  for  their  visions  of  life.  Please 
don’t  stop  sharing  those  visions  with  us  —  we 
need  you.  I’m  glad  your  illusions  have  begun  to 
transformation  towards  a  better  understanding 
for  your  importance,  both  for  your  sake,  and  for 
ours.  Keep  talking,  Nancy  —  we  love  you. 

My  thanks  to  all  of  you  on  the  GCN  staff.  I’m 
sorry  if  this  turns  out  too  long  to  print  or  too 
much  trouble  to  put  into  type.  Please  convey  my 
love  and  gratitude  to  everyone  there  for  allowing 
me  a  space  to  “respond”  in. 

In  struggle  in  so  many  ways,  love  always  — 


OOPS! 

Sorry,  we  got  our  months  mixed  up.  The 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
Mayoral  candidates  night  is  scheduled  for 
May  26th  at  UMass  Boston,  Park  Square, 
Room  222.  7:30  pm.  Admission  free. 


Responsible  for  designing  and  im-  Kiva  JS  Rics 

Los  Angeles,  CA 


Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters  to  Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible, 
your  letters  should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE  SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or 
less!)  in  length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it  receives,  unedited,  on  a  space- 
available  basis,  unless  they  contain  personal  attacks.  Anonymous  letters  will  not 
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Speaking  Out 

Some  Are  More  Equal  Than  Others 


By  Jeffrey  Menzer 

The  recent  attempt  of  gay  and  lesbian  students  at  Bates  College  in  Lewiston,  Maine  to 
have  the  college  formally  adopt  a  policy  denying  access  to  the  institution’s  student  place¬ 
ment  services  by  an  employer  which  discriminates  against  any  student,  is  another  example  of 
gay  and  lesbian  students’  struggle  to  win  equal  treatment  within  post-secondary  educational 
institutions. 

The  fact  that  equal  treatment  is  not  automatically  extended  to  gay  and  lesbian  students 
should  lead  supporters  of  these  institutions  to  question  the  sincerity  of  the  institution’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  equality,  especially  an  institution  which  includes  “sexual  or  affectional 
preference”  within  its  statement  of  non-discrimination.  Generally,  one  finds  that  the  in¬ 
stitution  claims — borrowing  a  phrase  from  Orwell — that  all  students  are  equal,  but  some 
students  are  more  equal  than  others. 

Last  year,  while  a  senior  at  Williams  College  in  Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  1  too 
tried  to  have  the  Williams  administration  adopt  such  a  policy;  by  no  coincidence,  the  Wil¬ 
liams’  administration  used  the  same  strategy  as  Bates’  administration  to  preclude  adoption. 

The  initial  response  of  an  administration  to  the  policy  is:  “This  is  an  open  campus,  and 
all  groups,  regardless  of  their  position  on  issues,  should  be  allowed  to  speak  on  campus.  Our 
role  as  an  educational  institution  is  to  be  an  open  forum  for  debate.”  This  argument  casts 
the  supporters  of  the  policy  in  the  illiberal,  and  incorrect,  role  of  censors,  McCarthyites, 
fascists,  etc. 

This  argument  in  not  compelling  for  it  fails  to  recognize  the  distinction  between  ad¬ 
vocating  a  discriminatory  policy,  which js  protected  by  the  right  to  free  speech,  and  practic¬ 
ing  a  discriminatory  policy,  which  is  not  protected  by  the  right  to  free  speech.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  it  appears  that  the  Bates  students  fell  for  this  and  adopted  a  strategy  which  lost  the  group 
the  diverse  support  it  had. 

Gay-Straight  Alliance  President  Phillip  Crawford  should  not  have  suggested  inviting 
the  KKK  to  campus  as  a  means  of  testing  the  administration’s  commitment  to  free  speech, 
for  it  legitimated  the  administration’s  attempt  to  turn  the  issue  into  one  of  free  speech  when 
it  clearly  is  one  of  stopping  an  action  which  should  not  be  protected  by  the  college. 

Crawford  was  correct,  however,  in  contrasting  the  college’s  treatment  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  students  with  their  treatment  of  women,  people  of  color,  and  other  special  population 
groups.  All  federally  funded  education  programs  (which  means  virtually  all  colleges  and 
universities  under  the  current  interpretation  of  the  law)  are  required  by  law — Title  IX,  Title 
VI,  Section  504 — to  prohibit  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  or  ethnic 
origin,  religion,  sex,  age,  or  physical  handicap.  Not  surprisingly  federal  law  does  not  pro¬ 
hibit  diescrimination  on  the  bases  of  sexual  or  affectional  preference. 

Even  though  the  federal  government  does  not  yet  extend  the  basic  civil  rights  to  lesbian 
and  gay  men  which  it  does  to  other  citizens,  many  local  communities  have.  Williams  College 
is  one  of  the  several  colleges  and  universities  which  include  “sexual  orientation”  within  it 
statements  ofnon-discrimination. 

This  inclusion  is  virtually  meaningless  because  it  does  not  compel  the  institution  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  guarantees  of  non-discrimination  to  gay  and  lesbian  students  which  it  is  required  by 
law  to  guarantee  the  federally  protected  student  groups.  By  including  “sexual  orientation” 
within  its  statemsnt,  the  institution  creates  the  illusion  that  gay  and  lesbian  students  wil  be 
treated  equally. 

(This  article  does  not  even  begin  to  discuss  the  obstacles  facing  gay  and  lesbian  students 
whose  colleges  and  universities  deny  them  the  right  to  form  a  student  organization.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  State  of  Florida  passed  a  law  last  year  which  prohibited  its  schools  from 
funding  or  recognizing  gay  and  lesbian  student  organizations.  Georgetown  University  stu¬ 
dents  have  sued  their  institution  for  the  right  to  organize  a  campus  group.  While  courts  in 
the  past  have  recognized  the  rights  of  students  to  form  associations,  gay  and  lesbian  stu¬ 
dents,  through  administrative  or  legal  means,  are  being  prevented  from  establishing  a 
political  base  from  which  to  begin  any  effective  change.) 

An  administration,  trying  to  deny  adoption  of  a  policy  similar  to  Bates,’  might  argue 
that  it  is  not  the  agent  of  discrimination  at  the  student  placement  service,  and  therefore  not 
culpable  and  not  responsible  for  preventing  the  action.  The  federal  government  believes 
otherwise.  The  Title  IX  regulations  specifically  prohibit  the  educational  institution  from  as¬ 
sisting  (by  giving  facilities,  support  staff,  etc.)  any  “agency,  organization,  or  person  which 
discriminates.  .  .in  its  employment  practices”  §86.38  (a)  (2). 

The  President  of  Williams  College  finally  recognized  the  validity  of  the  speech/action 
distinction,  but  he  then  arguedthat  the  Office  of  Career  Counselling  (the  student  placement 
service  at  Williams)  was  a  tangential  part  of  the  college,  that  it  was  a  “twilight  zone,”  and 
therefore  not  compelled  to  adhere  to  the  college’s  practices  and  promises  of  non¬ 
discrimination.  Clearly,  federal  law  requires  that  any  group  or  program  which  receives  serv¬ 
ices  from  the  educational  institution  must  follow  the  non-discrimination  policy. 

The  Title  IX  regulations  also  recognize  the  speech/argument  distinction.  The  regula¬ 
tions  in  no  way  affect  “textbook  or  curricular  materials”  (§86.42).  In  other  words,  it  would 
not  be  in  violation  of  the  law  for  a  corporation  executive  to  give  a  speech  saying,  “All 
women  belong  in  the  bedroom  and  not  in  the  boardroom,”  but  the  college  or  university 
could  not  give  the  same  speaker  access  to  the  student  placement  service  if  he/she  puts  words 
into  action  and  refuses  to  interview  and  to  hire  women. 

The  extensive  regulations  address  all  aspects  of  educational  institutions  and  seek  to 
make  education  available  to  all  protected  students  on  an  equal  basis.  Gay  and  lesbian 
students  have  not  suffered  the  systematic  exclusion  and  denial  of  equal  access  to  educational 
opportunity,  but  rather  our  difficulty  has  been  our  treatment  within  the  institution. 

In  addition  to  suffering  discrimination  within  the  student  placement  services,  other  per¬ 
tinent  regulated  areas  include:  health  services  offered,  membership  in  or  appointment  to 
committees,  positions  of  leadership  or  counselling,  student  conduct  and  student  punish¬ 
ment,  and  harassment.  In  these  areas,  the  regulations  should  apply  equally  to  all  students. 

Generally  gay  and  lesbian  students  need  the  support  of  other  campus  minorities  in 
order  to  gain  rights  and  privileges.  Other  currently  protected  students  mustassisUn  extend¬ 
ing  their  protection  to  all  students.  These  protected  students  should  also  be  motivated  by  self- 
interest,  seeking  to  preserve  their  currently  federally  mandated  protection,  because  depend¬ 
ing  on  the  Supreme  Court  ruling  on  Grove  City  Vs.  Bell,  these  protected  students  migh'  lose 
some  of  their  protection. 

Currently,  if  any  program  of  an  educational  institution  receives  federal  money,  in¬ 
cluding  student  financial  aid,  then  the  Title  IX  regulations  apply  equally  throughout  the  in¬ 
stitution.  However,  many  opponents  of  Title  IX  are  seeking  to  weaken  it  by  arguing  that  on¬ 
ly  those  specific  programs  which  receive  federal  money  would  have  to  comply. 

Under  current  interpretation  of  the  law,  if  only  the  Chemistry  department  receives  a 
federal  grant  to  do  a  specific  research  project,  the  entire  institution  must  comply  with  Title 
IX;  however,  the  Supreme  Court  might  rule  later  this  year  that  in  that  instance,  only  that 
specific  research  project  would  have  to  comply  with  the  Title  IX  regulations.  If  the  Court  in¬ 
terprets  the  law  as  program  specific,  the  latter  example,  then  the  currently  protected 
students  will  lose  their  protection,  and  they  then  will  be  in  the  same  position  which  gay  and 
lesbian  students  are  now  in.  Will  their  educational  institutions  maintain  these  protections 
without  federal  mandate? 

The  problem  facing  gay  and  lesbian  students  at  post -secondary  educational  institu¬ 
tions,  especially  ones  which  include  “sexual  orientation”  in  their  non-discrimination 
clauses,  is  that  their  rights  are  not  delineated  as  are  those  of  other  students.  Gay  and  lesbian 
students  have  the  right  to  know  what  rights  they  have,  what  recourse  is  available  to  them. 


and  what  to  expect  from  the  institution  they  give  their  money  to.  Most  other  students  won  at 
least  a  statement  of  their  rights  when  the  federal  government  delineated  them  and  compelled 
the  institutions  to  comply. 

Gay  and  lesbian  students  are  currently  dependent  on  the  whims  and  largesse  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration.  They  are  forced  to  accept  an  absurd  argument  like  the  one  which  places  the 
student  placement  service  in  the  “twilight  zone”  for  gay  and  lesbian  students,  but  under  col¬ 
lege  regulation  for  all  other  students.  They  are  forced  to  accept  unequal  treatment  from  an 
institution  which  is  seen  as  one  of  the  major  agents  of  equality  within  our  society. 

Gay  and  lesbian  students  should  be  included  in  the  existing,  pertinent  Title  IX  regula¬ 
tions  by  their  educational  insitutions.  Unfortunately,  this  simple  desire  for  equal  treatment 
will  not  be  easily  granted. 

While  the  objective  is  clear,  the  strategies  to  realize  it  are  not.  Inclusion  will  depend  not 
on  the  federal  government’s  wielding  its  power,  but  on  the  isolated  political  situation  within 
each  educational  institution  and  on  the  political  skills  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  students. 

Colleges  and  universities  change  policies  not  because  the  students  demand  it,  but 
because  external  constituencies  exert  their  influence.  Many  schools  became  co-educational 
because  alumni  wanted  their  daughters  (and  sons)  to  be  able  to  attend  their  alma  mater.  Gay 
rights  activist  Leonard  Matlovich  said:  “The  next  generation  of  gay  people,  they  are  our 
children  and  we  have  to  take  care  of  them,  because  no  one  else  will.” 

We  must  begin  to  use  our  power  as  gay  and  lesbian  alumni.  We  should  tell  the  institu¬ 
tion  that  we  do  not  like  their  treatment  of  their  gay  and  lesbian  students  when  we  send  in  our 
contribution;  or  withhold  our  contribution  and  serivces  to  the  institution  until  their  policies 
change.  Student  groups  must  begin  to  utilize  the  gay  and  lesbian  alumni  network.  We  should 
tell  them  who  we  are.  Student  groups  must  also  begin  to  communicate  with  one  another  to 
develop  model  strategies.  We  as  gay  and  lesbian  alumni  can  successfully  use  our  influence 
within  our  nation’s  colleges  and  universities  to  guarantee  equal  treatment  for  all  students. 


©1983.  All  rights  reserved  by  Jeffrey  Menzer. 


“Speaking  Out!’  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out"  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  GCN,  and  you  get  a  lot  back  from  us.  The 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  Jennifer  Camper  gives 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  GCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 


lust  ten  dollars  a  month  (or  thirty  a  quarter  or  $120  a  year)  that's  all  it  will  take  from  a 
hundred  or  so  people  to  make  GCN  TWENTY  PAGES  EVERY  WEEK.  We  know  not  all 
of  you  can  afford  a  yearly  or  quarterly  pledge,  so  send  us  a  smaller  amount  monthly. 
You  can  still  become  a  GCN  Sustainer.  Large  or  small,  every  contribution  helps! 


The  1983  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  GCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


•  a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 

•  and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  community. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 


□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 

- $30  ($1 20  annually)  _ $100  ($400  annually) 

_ $50  ($200  annually)  _ $__ _ 

□  We/I  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan  _ 


(The  minimum  pledge  t$  $120  a  year) 

□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $  _ _ 


Name* 


Address 


City _ State _ Zip _ 

-As  with  dll  CCN  correspondence,  your  name  will  be  kepi  strictly  confidential  unless  you 
agree  otherwise.  May  we  publish  your  name  in  our  quarteriy  newsletter'  Q  Yes.  □  No. 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  0211 1. 
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BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 
186  Hampshire  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 
P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

CINEMA 


ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
(617)482-4661 

SOUTH  STATION 
CINEMA 

23  South  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(617)423-4340 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St. #855, 
Boston,  MA  021 1 1 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
ASSOCIATED 
COUNSELORS 
Salem  &  Copley  Square 
(617)  745-7029 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 


XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

ACCOMMODATIONS 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

WOMEN’S  BARS 


THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 

GYMS 


NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 

(617)451-3514 

and 

1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridge,  MA 
(as  of  April  1st) 

TRAVEL 


FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

CHIROPRACTORS 


DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of 
gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed,  or 
supportive  businesses  and  ser¬ 
vices.  To  have  your  business  or 
service  listed  (for  only  $30.00 
per  year)  call  426-4469. 


CASPAR 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program 
Helps  Lesbians 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

“CASPAR  is  offering  women  a 
non-threatening  environment  in 
which  to  deal  with  the  issues  of 
alcohol  and  drugs  in  their  lives.  It 
is  a  gift  from  the  community  of 
women  who  have  built  that  pro¬ 
gram,  and  that  gift  exists  within  a 
tradition  of  women  helping  and 
building  services  for  women.  I  am 
always  honored  to  be  part  of  let¬ 
ting  a  broader  community  know 
that  such  services  exist,  particular¬ 
ly  in  the  Cambridge  and  Somer¬ 
ville  area.” 

These  are  the  words  of  musician 
Margie  Adam,  who  recently  did  a 
benefit  concert  for  the  Women’s 
Alcoholism  Program  of  the  Cant- 
bridge  and  Somerville  Program 
for  Alcoholism  Rehabilitation, 
Inc.  (CASPAR).  The  CASPAR 
Women’s  program  is  well-known 
and  highly-regarded  in  the  local 
women’s  community.  As  CAS¬ 
PAR  therapist  Cheryl  Qantar  told 
me,  "There’s  been  a  mutual  sup- 
potl  between  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  and  the  program  and  I  ap¬ 
preciate  the  lesbians  who  have 
helped  us  with  referrals  and  good 
words  for  the  program.” 

CASPAR ’s  services  include  out¬ 
put  lent  counselling,  for  both  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups,  and  are  for 
both  the  recovering  alcoholic  and 
their  families  and  friends.  They 
also  run  a  residential  home  for 
recovering  alcoholics  called  “Wo- 
ntanplace.”  The  women’s  services 
grew  out  of  the  existing  CASPAR 
program  in  1975,  when  Norma 
Finkclstein  was  a  social  worker  for 
C'ASPAR.  Norma  was  disturbed 
by  the  lack  of  attention  given  to 
women  ini  he  alcoholism  program. 
She  felt  that  women  had  different 
issues  in  their  lives  than  men  that 
were  not  being  met  by  a  program 
that  saved  both  groups  together, 
often  at  the  expense  of  women. 


For  example,  at  the  time  there 
were  three  half-way  houses  for 
men,  and  none  for  women.  Norma 
was  able  to  get  a  grant  from  the 
National  Institute  for  Alcohol 
Abuse  and  Alcoholism  to  begin 
the  program  that  has  developed  in¬ 
to  the  current  services  of  the 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program,  of 
which  Norma  is  now  the  director. 
Recently,  the  service  acquired  a 
new  home,  a  pleasant  three-story 
“family”  type  house  near  Cam¬ 
bridge  City  Hospital,  with  a 
friendly,  non-clinical  atmosphere. 

The  Women’s  Alcoholism  Pro¬ 
gram  is  not  connected  to  Alcohol¬ 
ics  Anonymous  (AA),  but  it  is 
clear  that  the  two  programs  have 
much  interaction.  As  Norma  ex¬ 
plained  to  me,  “AA  is  an  interna¬ 
tional  self-help  organization.  This 
is  a  funded  treatment  program. 
We  are  not  self-help,  although  we 
have  helped  to  generate  self-help 
groups,  particularly  women’s 
chapters  of  AA  locally.  Our  treat¬ 
ment  is  individual  counselling, 
which  AA  doesn’t  do.  We  do  not 
work  strictly  on  the  “12  steps”  of 
AA.  We  help  women  get  sober  and 
refer  them  to  AA.  We  do  a  lot  of 
individual  work  with  families.  Not 
everybody  needs  our  services. 
They  may  go  to  AA  and  do  fine, 
but  some  people  don’t  want  to  go 
to  AA  for  some  reason,  or  they 
may  need  something  else,  so  they 
come  to  us.  It  may  be  that  they 
aren’t  ready  to  admit  they  have  a 
drinking  problem,  and  just  want 
to  explore  that  with  us. 

“We  also  have  another  popula¬ 
tion  of  women  who  have  been 
sober  for  a  while  in  A  A,  who  come 
to  us  because  they  are  ready  to 
look  at  other  aspects  of  their  lives, 
by  seeing  a  counsellor  who  can 
help  them  look  at  themselves 
within  the  context  of  alcoholism. 


We  also  see  a  lot  of  children  of 
alcoholic  parents.” 

The  counsellors  in  the  program 
may  use  various  therapeutic 
methods,  but  they  do  not  use  aver¬ 
sion!  herapv  or  chemical  methods 
of  treating  alcoholism.  Fees  are 
sliding  scale  and  no  one  is  denied 
treatment  because  of  an  inability 
to  pay. 

The  CASPAR  program  has  been 
concerned  with  providing  services 
and  outreach  to  lesbians  since  its 
inception.  Cheryl  Qantar,  who  is 
an  openly  lesbian  counsellor,  is 
currently  running  two  groups  for 
lesbians.  One  is  for  women  in  an 
early  stage  of  sobriety.  Another  is 
a  personal  growth  group  for  wo¬ 
men  who  are  sober.  It  allows  them 
to  work  on  other  issues  in  their 
lives,  not  centering  on  alcoholism, 
but  integrated  with  it. 

Services  to  lesbians  with 
alcoholism  problems  have  been 
generally  inadequate  and  even 
destructive  at  many  other  agen¬ 
cies.  Professionals  who  work  in 
the  alcoholism  field  may  be  homo- 
phobic  and  insensitive  to  lesbian 
(and  gay  male)  clients.  Many  such 
professionals  believe  (hat  alcohol¬ 
ism  is  caused  by  emotional  prob¬ 
lems,  and  are  quick  to  blame  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  As  a  result,  a  woman 
who  informs  an  alcoholism  coun¬ 
sellor  about  her  lesbianism  may 
find  whe  is  being  “cured”  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality  instead  of  being  treat¬ 
ed  for  alcoholism.  According  to  a 
1978  paper  by  Cade  W.,  who 
helped  found  the  Washington, 
D.C.,  chapter  of  AA,  the  result 
can  be  fatal.  “Our  difficulty  as  gay 
alcoholics  is  not  that  we  are  homo¬ 
sexual.  Instead,  our  difficulty  lies 
in  the  area  of  communication.  An 
ancient  barrier  of  incomprehen¬ 
sion  makes  communication  be¬ 
tween  homosexual  alcoholics  and 


the  profession  of  alcoholism  treat¬ 
ment  often  just  about  impossible. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  homo¬ 
sexual  alcoholics  do  not  come  to 
treatment  today  because  they  fear 
they  will  be  rejected  as  homosexu¬ 
al.  Even  most  of  those  who  do 
come  for  help  rarely  communicate 
fully  with  the  professional,  or  for 
that  matter  in  AA  either — because 
of  this  fear.  Again  and  again,  ho¬ 
mosexual,  alcoholics  are  dying  be¬ 
cause  this  communcations  barrier 
cuts  them  off  from  effective  treat¬ 
ment.  And  bccati  e  of  this,  I  think 
it  is  fait  to  say  that  a  higher  pro¬ 
portion  of  gay  alcoholics  than  so- 
called  normal  alcoholics  die  of 
alcohol-related  causes.” 

Statements  such  as  that  certainly 
emphasize  the  importance  of  the 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program  of 
CASPAR.  In  conjuction  with  the 
lesbian  and  gay  AA  groups  in  this 
area,  they  arcproviding  asupport- 
ive  environment  lot  lesbian  wo¬ 
men  with  alcohol-related  prob¬ 
lems.  The  program  does  outreach 
to  the  community  through  flyers, 
word  of  mouth,  and  by  advertising 
in  GCN  and  local  women’s  publi¬ 
cations.  They  also  do  training  for 
lesbian  and  gay  service  groups.  I 
was  somewhat  disturbed,  howev¬ 
er,  that  there  was  no  mention  of 
services  for  lesbians  on  any  of  the 
information  available  at  their  of¬ 
fice.  My  impression  is  that  they  are 
known  to  women  who  have  con¬ 
tact  with  the  feminist  women’s 
community  and  the  local  women’s 
bars  and  other  non-political 
groups,  but  I  did  feel  concerned 
that  an  isolated  lesbian  might  not 
know  that  there  are  services 
specific  to  lesbians  available. 

The  program  has  had  conflicts 
between  straight  and  lesbian  resi¬ 
dents  at  their  halfway  house,  but 
Continued  on  page  7 
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Salmagundi: 
Pomposity, 
Ignorance,  and 
Prejudice 

Homosexuality:  Sacrilege, 

Vision,  Politics 

A  special  double  issue  of 
Salmagundi,  (No.  58-59,  Fall  1982-Winter  1983) 
Skidmore  College,  Saratoga  Springs,  NY  12866 
1982,  426  pp.,  $ 7.00 

Reviewed  by  David  J.  Thomas 


The  heavies  are  moving  in.  Nearly  two  years  ago 
when  Salmagundi,  a  reputable  Eastern  college 
quarterly,  announced  a  forthcoming  special 
issue  devoted  to  homosexuality,  it  raised  some  eager 
anticipation.  The  prospective  authors  included  emi¬ 
nences,  worthies,  established  writers.  The  result,  a 
426-page  tome,  is  a  stunning  disappointment  and 
worse.  One  might  have  guessed  what  was  to  come 
from  the  title,  Homosexuality:  Sacrilege,  Vision, 
Politics:  pretentiousness  cubed.  Anthologies  are 
invariably  a  mixed  lot.  This  one,  with  some  excep¬ 
tions,  lacks  any  compelling  theme  or  insight  and  is 
united  mainly  by  its  pomposity,  ignorance,  and  prej¬ 
udice. 

How  does  this  book  fail?  Let  me  count  the  ways.  It 
amost  entirely  avoids  lesbian  experience.  (Jill  John¬ 
ston’s  maundering  recollections  are  a  not  very  help¬ 
ful  exception.)  It  is  word  heavy.  There  is  a  tedious¬ 
ness  and  crabbed  preciousness  to  most  of  the  essays 
by  the  literati  and  this  stain  spreads.  Concurrently 
there  is  a  total  neglect  of  the  important  connections 
between  homosexuality  and  art,  fashion,  dress,  thea¬ 
ter,  television,  films.  The  representation  from  aca¬ 
demic  disciplines  is  highly  skewed  with  many  impor¬ 
tant  ones  missing.  Moreover,  the  particular  discipli¬ 
nary  spectacles  often  prove  to  be  blinders.  One  could 
not  even  infer  from  this  book  that  there  are  tens  of 
thousands  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  working  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  groups  and  organizations,  taking  shared 
responsibility  for  our  lives,  exploring  new  modes  of 
human  relations,  and  building  community. 

The  book  includes  pieces  by  openly  gay  writers 
and,  mostly,  avowedly  non-gay  authors.  Hopeful. 
Perhaps  the  editors  sought  to  promote  dialogue?  Not 
at  all.  The  gay  writers  occupy  the  autobiographical 
ghetto  and  a  few  suburban  outposts,  while  in  the  crit¬ 
ical  sections  on  politics  and  literature,  which  fill  near¬ 
ly  half  the  volume,  nary  an  open  gay  voice  is  heard. 
Is  this  relevant?  Yes. 

Here  it  is  important  to  be  clear.  Discussion  of  mat¬ 
ters  gay  is  not  and  should  not  be  for  gays  alone.  That 
is  no  sounder  a  view  than  that  only  Christians  can 
discuss  Christianity  or  only  Nazis  Nazism.  There  are 
truths  accessible  to  all  as  are  our  claims  to  justice; 
gay  liberation  is  a  public  phenomenon  and  all  in  the 
public  may  comment,  others  may  see  things  we 
miss — we  too  are  prone  to  err  in  our  own  favor,  and 
while  gay  liberation  must  be  primarily  the  work  of 
gays  themselves,  it  is  no  less  true  that  we  need  allies. 
For  all  these  reasons  we  need  dialogue  with  non-gays, 
but  non-gays,  even  those  with  academic  pretensions, 
need  to  know  what  they  are  talking  about.  It  is  not 
enough  to  read  a  few  books,  run  them  through  one’s 
disciplinary  word  processor,  and  spew  out  an  article. 
What  is  so  disturbingly  missing  in  almost  all  these  es¬ 
says,  other  than  the  autobiographical,  is  that  what 
matters  behind  the  fictions,  discourses,  ideologies  are 
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the  lives,  hurts,  confusions,  and  struggles  of  real 
people.  Also  missing  is  some  decent  modesty  in  face 
of  this  complex  conundrum  which  none  of  us  under¬ 
stands. 

Let  us  examine  the  section  on  “Politics,”  which 
might  interest  readers  of  GCN,  marked  for  its 
“humorless  and  often  grudging  seriousness”  by  Spie- 
gelman  in  his  article  on  Gay  Journalism.  Spiegelman 
actually  tries  to  be  fair  and  has  read  up  a  bit  on  his 
topic.  He  even  mentions  Stonewall,  almost  uniquely 
in  this  volume.  Yet  he  has  trouble  getting  beyond  the 
pink  section  of  the  Advocate  and  can’t  figure  out 
what  the  gay  press  is  up  to.  Had  he  not  ignored  the 
community  boosting  and  building  locals  like  the 
Washington  Blade,  San  Francisco’s  Coming  Up, 
B.A.R.,  and  Sentinel,  and  a  dozen  others,  he  might 
have  gotten  a  clue. 

Fairness,  though,  is  not  for  Jean  Bethke  Elshtain 
in  “Homosexual  Politics:  The  Paradox  of  Gay  Liber¬ 
ation,”  one  of  the  anthology’s  most  offensive  pieces. 
Using  the  worst  polemical  tricks  of  her  trade  (politi¬ 
cal  theory — it’s  mine,  too,  so  I  know  them),  tenden- 
tiously  selecting  quotations,  suppressing  contrary 
views,  ignoring  historical  context,  she  sets  up  a  crude 
caricature  of  the  gay  liberationist  position  and  then 
self-righteously  and  with  a  parade  of  learning  knocks 
it  down.  Brava  Elshtain,  such  courage! 

After  this  shoddy  piece  one  turns  hopefully  to  E. 
Moberly’s  “Homosexuality:  Restating  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  Case.”  After  all,  a  good  conservative  is  hard  to 
find,  and  the  well-stated  conservative  case,  so  rare,  is 
helpful.  Moberly’s  case,  though,  is  warmed  over  Bie- 
ber  and  Socarides  plus  condescending  Christian  com¬ 
passion  leading  to  new  conversion  therapy!  With 
astonishing  arrogance  she  seeks  even  to  redefine  the 
language  in  the  interests  of  her  asserted,  not  demon¬ 
strated,  theory  with  no  discussion  of  counter  claims 
and  evidence  or  acknowledgement  that  her  view  has 
been  officially  repudiated  by  the  American  Psychiat¬ 
ric  Association.  Falwell  is  preferable  to  this. 

On  and  on.  Why  did  the  editors  allow  Arno  Karlen 
simply  to  vent  his  spleen  in  what  purports  to  be  a  re¬ 
view  of  two  books  about  lesbians?  Another  grudge 
piece  is  Bartley’s  self-important  “Wittgenstein”  (in 
the  “Long  View”  section)  where  he  torturously 
argues  that  Wittgenstein,  as  he  had  previously  pub¬ 
lished,  was  homosexual,  that  he  wasn’t  a  very  origi¬ 
nal  philosopher,  that  his  homosexuality  isn’t  rele¬ 
vant  to  his  philosophy  anyhow,  but  that  it  was  a  ma¬ 
jor  reason  why  Bartley’s  detractors  were  attracted  to 
Wittgenstein  in  the  first  place!  This  is  embarrassing. 

Oddly  enough,  the  one  worthwhile  essay  in  the 
“Politics”  section  is  Herbert  Blau’s  “Disseminating 
Sodom.”  The  oddity  is  that  while  Blau  is  completely 
caught  up  in  the  trendy  pseudo-profundities  of  post¬ 
structuralist,  deconstructionist  discourse  on  dis¬ 
course,  translated  from  French,  a  near  impenetrable 
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academic  vocabulary,  his  intelligence,  thoughtful¬ 
ness,  and  wit  (finally!)  keep  breaking  through. 
(Imagine  400+  pages  on  homosexuality  virtually 
without  wit.  This  is  no  gay  book.)  Blau  even  seems  to 
know  homosexual  persons  and  what  they  are  up  to 
and  up  against.  He  grasps  the  deep  ambivalences  of 
our  lives,  the  swift  recent,  disconcerting  changes,  and 
the  complexities  of  a  politics  where  similarities  and 
differences  are  viewed  and  valued  differently  not 
only  outside  but  also  within  the  gay  world.  Perhaps 
because  he  is  a  man  of  the  theater,  Blau  understands 
much  of  the  gay  problematic.  The  writing  is  perverse, 
but  persevere. 

'Even  on  literature,  their  home  terrain,  the  editors 
do  little  better.  Philip  Rieff’s  serious  and  substantial 
but  inflated  essay  on  Oscar  Wilde  has  been  printed 
before.  In  a  silly  article,  Martin  Green  addresses  the 
vexed  question  of  homosexual  sensibility  and  identi¬ 
fies  it  with  dandyism  whether  the  authors  are  homo¬ 
sexual  or  not!  Forster?  Isherwood? 

The  most  morally  squalid  piece  in  the  entire  vol¬ 
ume,  on  Genet,  is  by  one  Larry  Nachman,  identified 
as  “a  regular  contributor  to  Salmagundi."  Now  here 
is  a  heavy.  He  stuns  with  such  insights  as,  “Homo¬ 
sexuality  has  been  without  form.”  Nachman  has  read 
Genet.  He  disapproves.  He  has  read  Tripp.  A  doctor 
has  told  him  that  “what  is  not  in  doubt  is  a  level  of 
promiscuity  [among  male  homosexuals,  presumably, 
but  he  fails  to  say]  that  may  eclipse  that  of  female 
prostitutes.”  He  notes  the  “persistent  and  recurring” 
“association  of  homosexuality,  aestheticism,  and  the 
embrace  of  violence.”  This  witches  brew  “is  that 
final  conversion  of  man  to  a  mere  instrument  against 
which  Kant  .warned  and  which  totalitarian  regimes 
attempt  to  realize.”  Mr.  Nachman!  It  was  homosex¬ 
uals  who  were  put  to  death  by  the  scores  of  thou¬ 
sands  in  concentration  camps  by  the  Nazis,  after  they 
butchered  their  own  S.A.,  not  the  other  way  around. 
This  is  equivalent  to  blaming  the  Jews  for  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  Nazism.  The  piece  is  not  drivel,  it  is 
despicable. 

On  the  other  hand,  Robert  Alter’s  brisk,  concise, 
lucid  essay  on  Proust  disagrees  courteously  but  firm¬ 
ly  with  what  some  may  take  to  be  Rivers’  “ideologi¬ 
cally  correct”  gay  reading  of  Proust.  Whether  Alter 
persuades  or  not  is  irrelevant.  He  argues  cogently, 
cleanly,  and  fairly.  His  is  one  of  the  few  solid  voices 
here  which  invites  dialogue. 

One  cannot  claim  that  all  the  openly  gay  writers 
avoid  the  besetting  sin  of  this  miscellany,  its  man¬ 
nered  pretentiousness  already  proferred  by  co-editor 
George  Steiner  “In  Lieu  of  a  Preface.”  The  head¬ 
lined  interview  with  Foucault  is  not  particularly  inter¬ 
esting  because  the  magister  magisterially  declines  to 
answer  a  number  of  the  important  questions,  and 
some  silly  ones,  put  to  him  by  the  interviewer.  Paul 

Continued  on  page  g 
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The  Puzzle  Palace 
A  Report  on  America’s 
Most  Secret  Agency 


By  James  Bamford 
Houghton  Mifflin 
New  York 

1911 2,  436  pp..  $16.95 


The  National  Security  Agency  is 
America’s  super-secret  intelligence 
organization.  It  is  both  larger  and 
more  highly  funded  than  the  CIA.  Its 
network  of  listening  posts,  computers 
and  personnel  monitor  and  decode 
communications  around  the  world. 
Bamford’s  book  is  the  first  written 
exploring  our  most  hidden  government 
agency.  That  makes  is  important 
enough,  of  course.  But  Bamford  also 
details  two  significant  incidents  at  the 
NSA  involving  gays. 

The  first  occurred  in  1960  when  two 
NSA  cryptographers,  Bernon  F. 
Mitchell  and  William  H.  Martin, 
defected  to  the  Soviet  Union,  creating 
the  worst  security  breach  in  U.S. 
government  history.  Mitchell,  a  native 
of  northern  California,  and  Martin, 
who  grew  up  in  Ellensburg,  Washing¬ 
ton,  were  apparently  lovers.  Both  were 
bright  young  men  with  aptitudes  for 
mathematics  and  cryptoanalysis.  Both 
joined  the  NSA  in  1957  and  lived  in 
separate  residences  in  the  NSA  com¬ 
pany  town  of  Laurel,  Maryland. 

According  to  Bamford,  Martin  and 
Mitchell  became  increasingly  shocked 
by  American  incursions  into  Soviet  air 
space  for  reconnaissance  missions. 
They  believed  it  dangerous  and  provoc¬ 
ative,  risking  World  War  III.  They 
brought  their  concerns  to  Congress¬ 
man  Wayne  Hays,  who  did  nothing. 
Disenchanted,  Martin  and  Mitchell 
defected,  telling  their  story  to  inter¬ 
national  journalists  in  Moscow. 

Shocked  by  the  defection,  the  U.S. 
government  began  an  immediate  in¬ 
quiry.  In  its  report  the  House  Unameri- 
can  Activities  Committee  concluded 
that  the  major  reason  for  the  defection 
was  homosexuality.  At  no  time  did 
they  seriously  consider  Martin’s  and 
Mitchell’s  political  reasons  and  fears  of 
war  as  possible  deeper  motivations  for 
the  defections.  Spurred  by  the  HUAC 
report,  the  NSA  launched  a  massive 


purge,  ousting 
a  total  of  26 
“deviates.”  Yet  in  their  manic  search 
for  homosexuals  in  the  NSA,  reports 
Bamford,  they  overlooked  Sgt.  Jack  E. 
Dunlap,  who  had  a  wife,  a  mistress, 
five  children  and  who  was  highly  paid 
by  the  KGB.  He  would  sell  secrets  to 
the  Russions  for  three  years  until  he 
was  discovered  and  committed  suicide. 

The  second  bit  of  gay  history  from 
The  Puzzle  Piece  is  more  recent.  In 
July,  1980,  it  was  discovered  that  a 
NSA  linguist  was  probably  a  homosex¬ 
ual.  Instead  of  resigning  as  expected 
when  confronted  by  a  supervisor,  the 
employee  contacted  Franklin  Kanmey, 
a  gay  rights  advocate  and  veteran  of 
many  security  clearance  battles.  Kam- 
ney  in  turn  called  the  NSA  supervisor 
and  advised  him  that  there  would  be  no 
resignation  and  the  case  would  be 
fought  exhaustively  and  with  the  great¬ 
est  amount  of  publicity  possible.  The 
agency,  ever  sensitive  to  any  publicity, 
reinstated  the  employee  and  restored 
his  clearance.  The  employee,  however, 
had  to  promise  to  tell  his  family  of  his 
homosexuality  and  that  he  would  not 
succumb  to  blackmail. 

This  decision  represents  a  major  step 
forward  for  gays.  Not  only  did  it 
undercut  the  intense  tradition  of  anti¬ 
gay  prejudice  which  had  arisen  from 
the  Martin/Mitchell  incident  at  the 
NSA,  but  also  it  was  a  considerable 
step  toward  eliminating  discrimination 
against  gays  throughout  the  American 
intelligence  community.  If  the  super¬ 
secret  NSA  allowed  gays  to  be  em¬ 
ployed,  then  it  is  difficult  to  maintain 
anti-gay  discrimination  in  lesser  agen¬ 
cies  like  the  CIA,  FBI  and  the  myriad 
of  other  government  security  offices. 
And,  perhaps  more  important,  it  at¬ 
tests  to  the  possible  success  of  fighting 
back. 

—  Marshall  R.  McClintock 

('o/)vnuhi  /y.S'.J  hy  Marsha  1 1  H  McC/lniink 


In  Thrall  | 

# 

By  June  deLynn  $ 

Clarkson/ Potter  -> 

New  York 

19X2,  250pp..  $ 13.95 

The  advertisements  for  In  Thrall  say 
that  the  novel  is  credible,  but  incredible 
is  closer  to  the  truth.  We  meet  Lynn  as 
a  sixteen-year-old  high  school  senior 
whose  major  concern  is  whether  she 
will  be  accepted  into  Radcliffe.  She  has 
four  friends,  three  girls  and  a  boy,  and 
the  action  takes  place  sometime  during 
John  Kennedy’s  presidential  adminis¬ 
tration;  more  specific  than  that  we 
don’t  get.  The  second  principle  charac¬ 
ter  is  Lynn’s  English  teacher,  Miss 
Maxfeld,  who  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year  invokes  anxiety  attacks  in 
Lynn.  After  longing  stares  and  snappy 
after-school  conversation,  Lynn  is  in¬ 
vited  for  tea.  Soon  after  that  they  begin 
an  affair.  As  the  year,  and  the  affair, 
progress,  Lynn  continues  to  date  her 
boyfriend,  continues  to  worry  about 
Radcliffe,  and  continues  to  be  a  self- 
styled  “monster”  of  precocity.  The 
affair  is  discovered  when  her  cousin 
Leonard,  a  suspected  “homo”  him¬ 
self,  betrays  Lynn’s  confidence  in 
order  to  cover  his  own  tracks.  Natur¬ 
ally  Lynn  is  forbidden  tosee  Miss  Max¬ 
feld  again,  and  since  it  is  time  to  grad¬ 
uate,  her  parents  decide  to  send  her  to 
Europe  for  the  summer  before  going  to 
college  (not  Radcliffe,  as  it  turns  out). 
Miss  Maxfeld  is  not  fired  because  a 
hearing  would  have  aired  the  dirty 
laundry  and  Lynn’s  parents  couldn’t 
stand  for  that. 

When  I  read  the  dust  jacket  for  this 
book,  I  was  excited,  thinking  that  may¬ 
be  some  of  my  own  experiences  with 
crushes  on  teachers  were  going  to  be 
explored,  but  instead  we  learn  more 
about  the  needs,  insecurities  and 
desires  of  Lynn’s  three  girlfriends  than 
we  do  of  Lynn. 

Problems  abound  in  this  book  aside 
from  the  thematic  ones.  We  see  Lynn 
float  through  her  activities  as  though 
someone  were  pulling  her  along,  and  in 
spite  of  our  being  told  how  miserable 
she  is,  we  never  know  why.  The  reader 
never  gets  a  feel  for  the  pain  or  confu¬ 
sion  Lynn  tells  us  she  is  going  through. 
DeLynn  overwrites  each  passage  of 
self-consciousness,  goes  off  on  tan- 


Water  Dancer  anaypamn 

by  Jenifer  Levin 
Poiseidon  Press 
New  York 

1982.  368  pp,  5 15.95 

Although  I  can  be  as  driven  as  the 
next  person,  I  find  it  hard  to  under¬ 
stand  why  anyone  at  all  would  want  to 
do  what  all  the  characters  in  Water 
Dancer  feel  is  the  only  activity  which 
makes  life  meaningful — swimming. 
Now  when  these  characters  say  “swim¬ 
ming,”  they  don’t  mean  what  you  or  I 
might  mean  by  it.  We  are  talking  here 
about  the  kind  of  long-distance  swim¬ 
ming  where  you  have  to  break  the  ice 
crust  to  get  into  the  water  in  the  first 
place,  and  then  proceed  to  swim 
through  huge,  freezing  waves,  vomit¬ 
ing  from  sea-sickness,  experiencing 
horrible  hallucinations,  and  emerging 
beaten,  semi-conscious,  and  ten  or  fif¬ 
teen  pounds  lighter  than  when  you 
started  twenty-five  or  thirty  hours 
earlier. 
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While  Water  Dancer  didn’t  make  me 
want  to  go  out  and  become  a  long-dis¬ 
tance  swimmer  (at  least  in  mountain 
climbing  there’s  the  thrill  of  getting  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain),  it  did  allow 
me  to  enter,  totally  and  very  convinc¬ 
ingly,  into  the  world  of  people  who  do 
it.  I  have  no  idea  if  Levin’s  portrait  of 
this  world  is  accurate,  but  that  isn’t  the 
point  anyway.  She  creates  a  believable 
world  and  immerses  us  in  it. 

Like  the  sport  itself,  the  style  of  this 
book  is  quite  strange,  and  very  different 
from  most  women’s  writing.  Water 
Dancer  is  written  in  a  terse  Heming- 
way-esque  style  which  really  shouldn’t 
work,  but  somehow  manages  to.  Male 
or  female,  the  characters’  speech,  even 
on  ground,  sounds  like  they’re  con¬ 
serving  their  breath  for  the  swim.  Take 
this  first  meeting  between  Dorey,  the 
champion  swimmer  who  is  the  main 
character,  and  Anne,  her  “pacer”  (the 
one  who  is  tossed  into  the  water  to 
swim  alongside  the  distance  swimmer 
when  she  seems  to  be  giving  out). 

“Hi  there.”  Dorey  slid  from  her  el¬ 
bows  to  sit  cross-legged  in  one  plain, 
easy  motion.  Her  face  was  unguard¬ 
ed,  pleasant,  and  without  malice. 

Sarge  watched.  Anne  dug  up  one 
of  those  smiles  that  illuminated 
rooms.  She  nodded  at  Dorey  and  ap¬ 
proached  calmly,  arm  outstretched, 
hand  angled  down.  “I’m  pleased,” 
she  said,  “to  meet  you.” 

Dorey  smiled  back.  “Good.”  She 
didn’t  hesitate  to  reach  up,  offer  her 
own  hand  openly.  “That’s  good.” 

(P-  121) 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  6 
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by  the  Kitchen  Fairy 
illustrations  by  David  Caines 
Fairy  Publications 

P.O.  Box  450,  Laguna  Beach,  CA  92652 
1982,  187  pp. 

Leafing  through  The  Gay  of  Cook¬ 
ing  is  a  little  like  being  breezed  back 
twenty  years  when  “camp”  meant 
something  you  did  around  the  living 
room  with  your  fag  friends  and  not 
someplace  that  the  Chiltern  Mountain 
Club  and  Dykes  on  Hikes  go  on  week¬ 
ends.  For  better  or  worse,  “camping” 
has  been  slowly  leaving  gay  male  life 
and  becoming  a  thing  of  the  past.  That 
makes  a  book  like  The  Gay  of  Cooking 
— a  camp  extravaganza — look  not  so 
much  outdated  as  somewhat  charming¬ 
ly  anachronistic.  They  just  don’t  write 
books  like  this  anymore  and,  though  it 
may  cause  some  nostalgia,  you  can  see 
why. 

The  Gay  of  Cooking  resembles  the 
1965  The  Gay  Cookbook  by  Lou 
Rand,  who  for  many  years  wrote  a 
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gents,  and  uses  too  much  slang  and 
lingo,  giving  a  misleading  sense  of  an 
adolescent’s  way  of  thinking  and  talk¬ 
ing. 

All  through  the  book  Lynn  makes  it 
clear  what  she  thinks  of  homosexual¬ 
ity:  “the  Land  of  Undifferentiated 
Slime,”  “a  disease.”  Unlike  other 
women  or  characters  from  that  time 
period  who  may  have  been  sleeping 
with  women  but  didn’t  consider  them¬ 
selves  lesbians  because  lesbians  were 
child  molesters,  moustached  or 
crewcutted,  Lynn  immediately  identi¬ 
fies  with  that  as  her  future.  Even 
though  she  has  no  moustache  and  Miss 
Maxfeld  has  no  crewcut,  Lynn  sees  no 
other  options.  At  the  end,  in  their  final 
scene,  Lynn  is  alternately  bored  and 
“enthralled”  by  Miss  Maxfeld  and  the 
spell  she  casts.  In  a  change  of  tense, 
Lynn  says  to  the  reader,  “You  tell  me 
why  I  should  ever  want  to  leave  it.”  A 
surprising  question  from  one  so  ap¬ 
palled  at  the  prospect  of  moustached 
and  crewcutted  women  as  her  future 
companions. 

In  addition,  much  of  the  dialog  is 
without  tag  lines  indicating  who  said 
what.  While  this  might  suggest  distinct 
personalities  among  the  characters, 
quite  the  opposite  is  true;  most  of  the 
dialog  could  be  said  by  all  the  same 
person,  be  it  Lynn  and  her  girlfriends 
or  Lynn  and  Miss  Maxfeld.  The  girls’ 
precocity  and  Miss  Maxfeld’s  intellect 
all  sound  alike.  Lynn  is  a  character  we 
have  no  sympathy  for,  and  Miss  Max¬ 
feld  lacks  personality,  individuality 
and  anything  that  could  be  powerful 
enough  to  seduce  a  young  student.  To 
say  the  least,  I  was  not  enthralled  by 
this  book.  — Diane  Flamer 


food  column  in  The  Advocate.  There 
are  recipes  here,  but  they  are  nothing 
extraordinary.  (The  inexperienced 
cook  would  do  better  to  go  to  The  Joy 
of  Cooking  or  The  New  York  Times 
Cookbook.)  It  seems  that  the  whole 
reason  this  book  exists  is  solely  to 
make  witty  (?),  campy,  or  dishy — if 
you  will — comments  about  the  food: 
“Beef  Stroke  Me  Off” — “An  elegant 
dinner  you  can  pull  off  in  no  time  (not 
to  be  confused  with  beef  jerky!)”; 
“Poke  Chops” — “When  it  comes  to  a 
good  poke  in  the  chops,  even  I  can  get 
piggy”;  “Hot  Greek  Shrimp”  — 
“When  your  date’s  a  shrimp,  Greek 
it!” 

Come  to  think  about  it,  it’s  easy  to 
see  why  “camp”  is  dying  out. 

In  its  favor  the  book  does  have  a 
plastic  cover,  so  if  it  is  used  in  the 
kitchen  it  can  be  wiped  clean,  and  it 
has  a  ring  binding,  allowing  it  to  lie  flat 
(which  is  actually  a  great  help  in  a 
cookbook).  It  is  not  as  good  as  The 
Gay  Cookbook  (long  since  out  of 
print),  but  it’s  miles  better  than  the 
execrable  Dinner  For  Two  published 
last  year  by  Gay  Sunshine  Press. 

Perhaps  the  kindest  thing  to  say  is 
that  The  Gay  of  Cooking  is  a  curiosity 
for  only  the  truly  curious. 

— Michael  Bronski 
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Coming  Out. 
Suspensefully 

Mrs.  Porter’s  Letter 

by  Vicki  P.  McConnell 
Naiad  Press 

P.O.  Box  10543,  Tallahassee,  FL  32302 
1982,  210  pp.,  $6.95 

Reviewed  by  Nancy  Walker 

Every  once  in  a  great  while  a  book  comes  along 
that  makes  you  want  to  sing.  Vicki  P.  McCon¬ 
nell’s  Mrs.  Porter’s  Letter  is  such  a  book. 
McConnell  weaves  a  deliciously  intricate  plot  and 
subplot  together  to  form  a  beautifully  crafted,  inte¬ 
grated  whole.  The  novel  is  billed  as  “a  lesbian  mys¬ 
tery,”  which  it  certainly  is,  but  it  is  also  a  pro-feminist 
coming-out  story,  and  the  story  of  a  close  and  touch¬ 
ing  friendship  between  Nyla  Wade,  the  “detective,” 
and  Audrey  Louise,  a  super-straight,  married  mother 
of  three  sons. 

Nyla  is  beginning  her  career  as  a  writer,  and  she 
buys  a  very  special  antique  oak  roll-top  desk  which 
once  belonged  to  Cybil  Porter  of  the  Rochester,  NY, 
Porters,  one  of  that  city’s  first  families.  Upon  exam¬ 
ining  it,  Nyla  finds  that  jostling  during  delivery  has 
loosened  a  packet  of  letters  concealed  inside  the  desk. 

Spellbound,  she  reads  the  letters  and  seems  unable 
to  view  them  as  mere  curiosities.  All  except  one  are 
written  to  Cybil  and  signed  by  “W.  Stone.”  The 
other  letter  is  written  to  Stone  by  Cybil.  Nyla  can’t 
seem  to  pull  herself  away  from  the  nagging  wonder 
about  why  that  letter  was  never  sent.  She  becomes  so 
emotionally  involved  in  her  imagination’s  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  the  love  affair  between  Stone  and  Cybil,  who 
was  married  to  someone  else,  that  she  appears  to 
have  no  choice  but  to  pursue  the  question.  Cybil,  her 
son  and  her  husband  are  all  dead  by  this  time,  though 
Cybil’s  death  has  not  been  so  very  many  years  ago, 
and  since  that  is  the  case,  might  it  not  be  possible  for 
W.  Stone  to  still  be  alive?  Nyla  is  so  intrigued  by  this 
idea  that  she  determines  to  find  Stone  and  present 
him  with  Cybil’s  last  letter. 

Only  a  brilliant  writer  could  make  even  a  slightly 
sophisticated  reader  buy  the  notion  that  a  sane,  intel¬ 
ligent  woman  would  spend  all  her  time,  money  and 
energy  chasing  after  such  a  chimera.  Ms.  McCon¬ 
nell’s  extraordinary  skill  casts  the  same  magic  net 
over  the  reader  as  it  does  over  Nyla  Wade.  Somehow, 
it  is  all  quite  believable. 

Nyla  has  fallen  for  the  desk  and  for  the  two  lovers 
whose  letters  were  sheltered  by  that  noble  piece  of 


furniture.  The  fact  that  Nyla  is  living  in  Denver 
doesn’t  prevent  her  from  traveling  to  Rochester  and 
eventually  to  Jacksonville,  Florida,  in  her  odyssey. 
All  the  while  Audrey  Louise  is  as  supportive,  helpful 
and  loving  as  she  can  be,  lending  money  and  sharing, 
long  distance,  in  all  the  details. 

It  is  apparent  to  the  reader  that  the  true  love  of 
Nyla’s  life  up  to  the  point  of  her  buying  the  desk  has 
been  Audrey  Louise,  and  this  despite  the  fact  that 
Nyla  had  been  married  and  is,  as  the  story  begins, 
trying  to  sort  out  her  life  after  being  divorced. 

Shortly  after  the  purchase  of  the  desk,  Nyla  begins 
to  receive  mysterious  phone  calls  in  the  wee  hours  of 
the  morning  from  a  woman  who  simply  asks,  “Nyla 
Wade?”  and  hangs  up.  Sara,  the  woman  who  makes 
the  phone  calls,  later  contacts  Nyla  in  person.  She 
wants  to  use  Nyla’s  writing  talent  in  order  to  help 
avenge  a  brutal  murder.  (I  don’t  want  to  reveal  too 
much  of  the  story  because,  after  all,  it  is  a  mystery 
and  one  which  keeps  you  on  the  edge  of  your  seat  by 
virtue  of  the  author’s  artful  narrative.) 

The  larger  “mystery”  surrounding  the  letters,  the 
identity  of  W.  Stone  and  the  question  of  Stone’s  be¬ 
ing  alive  or  dead  are  very  cleverly  intertwined  with 
Sara’s  sub-plot,  and  it  is  through  her  reaction  to 
Sara,  a  very  strong,  courageous  and  attractive  les¬ 
bian,  that  Nyla  comes  to  realize  her  her  own  true 
sexual  orientation. 

Mrs.  Porter’s  Letter  is  so  vividly  written  that  it 
works  like  a  good  movie.  The  book  has  all  the  action 


and  suspense  necessary  to  hold  the  attention  of  any 
audience,  even  one  that  is  not  usually  given  to  deep 
philosophical  musings,  though  the  book  offers  more 
than  ample  food  forthought  and  has  profoundly  sig¬ 
nificant  implications. 

McConnell’s  book  has  all  the  ingredients  needed 
for  a  very  satisfying  literary  experience.  Not  only  is  it 
blessed  with  an  entertaining,  fast-moving,  tidy  plot, 
but  it  is  also  extremely  well-written.  The  prose  is  crys¬ 
tal  clear,  the  tone  is  always  appropriate  to  the  action, 
and  the  characters  are  well-drawn  and  easily  distin¬ 
guishable  from  one  another.  The  author  is  having  a 
good  time  (and  passing  it  on  to  us)  because  she  can  be 
sentimental  in  the  love  letters,  brusque  in  the  action 
sequences,  tender  in  Nyla’s  expression  of  her  feelings 
for  Sara,  and  utterly  charming  in  the  description  of 
the  time-tested  friendship  between  Nyla  and  Audrey 
Louise. 

There  is  something  wistful  and  winning  about  Nyla 
Louise.  She  is  not  the  least  bit  tough.  She’s  a  highly 
intelligent  woman  coming  to  grips  with  the  realities 
of  earning  her  own  living,  of  making  it  in  a  world  not 
quite  set  up  for  women  to  have  a  fair  shake.  Nyla  is 
endearing,  never  silly,  often  vulnerable.  I  have  taken 
her  to  my  heart,  and  look  forward  to  her  next  adven- 
ture. 

There  is  a  new  breed  of  lesbian  writer  coming  into 
prominence,  neither  pathetic  nor  defiant,  but  life-, 
love-  and  fun-affirming.  Vicki  McConnell  is  such  a 
writer.  Mrs.  Porter’s  Letter  is  such  a  book. 


A  Passionate  Pair 


Dreamlovers 

By  Pete  Fisher 
Sea  Horse  Press 

307  West  11th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10014 
1983,  222  pp.,  $8.95 

The  Rose  Exterminator 

By  William  Carney 
Everest  House 
New  York 

1982,  317pp.,  $14.95 

Reviewed  by  Michael  Bronski 

In  all  the  novels  written  by  and  for  gay  men  in  the 
last  twelve  years,  passion  plays  a  very  small  part. 
The  novels  of  Patricial  Nell  Warren  ( The  Front 
Runner,  etc.)  contain  some,  but  it  is  destroyed  by  the 
cloying  sentimentality  of  the  archtypical  “lady  novel¬ 
ist.”  Larry  Kramer’s  Faggots  and  Andrew  Holleran’s 
Dancer  From  the  Dance  are  social  critiques  and  med¬ 
itations  on  a  lifestyle.  John  Rechy,  who  started  out 
being  obsessional— a  form  of  passion— about  sex, 
has  now  decided  that  he  would  rather  moralize  than 
copulate.  I  suppose  that  Edmund  White  deals  with 
the  topic,  but  all  too  often  you  can’t  see  the  passion 
through  the  prose.  These  two  novels — Dreamlovers 
and  The  Rose  Exterminator— deal  with  passion  in 
differing  ways;  the  first  is  successful,  the  second 
interesting,  but  less  so. 

Oscar  Wilde  has  said  that  life  is  a  tragedy  for  those 
who  feel  and  a  comedy  for  those  who  think.  I’ve 
always  made  a  point  of  never  disagreeing  with  Oscar 
(since  he  is  usually  right)  but  the  epigram,  when 
applied  to  these  novels,  seems  inverted.  Take  Dream¬ 
lovers.  It  is  a  novel  composed  of  notes,  journal 
entries,  and  song  lyrics,  an  admittedly  (somewhat) 
autobiographical  collection  by  Pete  Fisher.  Whatever 
may  or  may  not  be  true  here  does  not  matter  because 
Dreamlovers  (like  all  fiction)  is  a  fantasy;  but  it  is  a 
fantasy  of  Pete  Fisher’s  fantasies.  Fisher  is  brimming 
over  with  passion:  his  feelings  for  his  lover  of  many 
years,  his  fantasized  love  affair  with  William  Shatner 
as  Captain  Kirk  on  Star  Trek,  his  friendship  with  the 


young  marine  who  works  the  corner  newsstand,  In 
fact,  Fisher  has  so  much  passion  he  has  to  create 
alter  egos  to  deal  with  it  all. 

By  breaking  away  from  the  usual  narrative,  Fisher 
has  managed  to  unleash  (in  novel  form)  torrents  of 
feeling.  Early  in  the  book  he  tells  us  that  he  has  given 
himself  permission  to  experiment,  to  feel,  to  fanta¬ 
size;  and,  like  the  18th  century  romantics,  the  work  is 
ruled  by  a  feeling  of  recklessness  and  abandon.  If 
there  is  a  theme  running  through  here,  it  is  the  break¬ 
ing  away  from  inhibitions.  At  first  Pete  is  afraid  of 
having  sex  with  other  men.  His  lover  Marc  convinces 
him  that  it  is  alright,  and  soon  we  are  off  in  the  back¬ 
room  bars  of  San  Francisco  enacting  and  reacting  to 
once-hidden  fantasies.  Soon  Pete  writes  a  whole 
novel  about  his  imaginary  affair  with  Captain  Kirk, 
and  then  sends  William  Shatner  the  manuscript.  It’s 
a  world  of  no  restraints  and  no  holding  back. 

At  counterpoint  to  all  this  is  the  real  world,  and 
Fisher  is  as  convincing  when  he  writes  about  his 
everyday  relationship  with  Marc  (and  all  the  ups  and 
downs  a  love  affair  contains),  his  feelings  about  his 
writing,  his  friends,  and  the  mundane  matters  of 
work  and  daily  existence.  This  all  puts  the  phantas- 
magorical  aspects  of  the  book  into  relief  and  makes 
them  all  the  more  potent.  Sartre  has  described  all  of 
Genet’s  novels  as  masturbatory,  and  much  of 
Dreamlovers  could  be  deemed  as  such.  The  differ- 
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ence  here  is  that  so  much  of  the  Genet  is  so  personal 
it  seems  somewhat  inaccessible;  we  can  read  it  but  are 
never  completely  drawn  into  the  world.  Dreamlovers 
does  draw  us  in;  it  feels  personal  but  it  also  allows  us 
to  partake  in  the  fantasies.  This  is  because  the  book  is 
so  high  on  passion  (especially  sexual  passion)  that  its 
jubilance  and  sheer  giddiness  carries  us  along  with  it. 
More  than  anything  else,  it  is  a  comedy,  a  very  funny 
book  about  the  joys  of  urban  gay  male  life  and,  more 
specifically,  about  the  excitement  and  boundlessness 
of  the  gay  imagination. 

The  Rose  Exterminator  is  a  (sort  of)  mystery  set  in 
the  S/M  world  of  the  mid-’60s.  Glenn  Symonds,  a 
famous  master,  is  found  dead  and  ritually  castrated. 
His  ex-lover  Scott  plays  detective  and  tries  not  only 
to  discover  the  culprit  but  also  the  inner  secrets  of 
Glenn’s  emotional  life.  The  Rose  Exterminator  is  a 
retelling  of  Carney’s  1968  novel  The  Real  Thing. 
(This  is  referred  to  by  many  as  a  classic  S/M  novel, 
but  I  suspect  this  may  be  due  to  a  lack  of  quantity  of 
such  works  rather  than  to  its  quality.)  While  The 
Real  Thing  was  told  as  a  series  of  letters  from  Glenn 
to  his  nephew  on  the  art  of  S/M,  The  Rose  Exter¬ 
minator  gives  us  a  look  the  other  way  around. 
Beneath  the  murder  genre  and  the  S/M  milieu,  Car¬ 
ney  is  really  writing  about  the  nature  of  human  rela¬ 
tionships  and  the  endless  emotional  confusions  that 
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Vivid  Portraits,  Difficult  Questions 


Paul  Brouilette 


Difficult  Women 

By  David  Plante 
■ Atheneum 
New  York 
1982,  173  pp.,  $9.95 

Reviewed  by  Stephen  McCauley 


Immediately  after  telling  an  aged  and  drunken 
Jean  Rhys,  author  of,  among  other  novels,  Wide 
Sargasso  Sea,  that  “for  some  mad  reason’’  he 
loves  her,  David  Plante  asks  himself,  “But  why  do  I 
love  her?”  In  writing  of  Sonia  Orwell,  London  liter¬ 
ary  hostess  and  widow  of  George,  he  asks,  “Why  was 
I  drawn  to  a  woman . . .  who  made  me  feel  so  isolated 
and  made  me  question  myself  body  and  soul?”  Just 
prior  to  moving  to  Oklahoma  with  colleague  Ger¬ 
maine  Greer,  feminist  and  author  of  The  Female 
Eunuch,  Plante  asks,  “Why  was  I  so  anticipating 
being. .  .with  Germaine  whom  I  knew  to  be  an  enor¬ 
mously  difficult  woman?” 

In  this  memoir  of  author  David  Plante’s  relation¬ 
ships  with  three  strong,  independent,  and  “difficult” 
women,  Plante  asks  himself  many  of  the  questions 
the  reader  may  have.  Unfortunately,  however,  he 
falls  short  of  answering  them  all  too  often. 

David  Plante  is  the  critically  acclaimed  author  of 
eight  novels,  the  best  known  of  which  are  The  Fam¬ 
ily,  The  Country,  and  The  Woods,  which  together 


comprise  the  Francoeur  Family  novels.  While  none 
of  Plante’s  work  is  exclusively  gay,  the  narrator  of 
the  Francoeur  novels  is  an  unmarried  man  of 
ambigious  sexuality  whom  one  can  safely  assume  is 
(to  quote  Christopher  Bram  in  his  Christopher  Street 
review  of  The  Woods)  “ probably  gay.”  In  these 
three  novels,  Plante  uses  an  elegantly  spare  and 
exacting  prose  style  combined  with  the  narrator’s 
diffidence  to  create  a  high  degree  of  emotional  and 
sexual  (often  homoerotic)  tension.  What  is  left 
unsaid  in  these  books  adds  to  the  power  and 
poignancy  of  Plante’s  portrait  of  a  family  bound  and 
doomed  by  silence. 

In  Difficult  Women,  Plante’s  first  work  of  nonfic¬ 
tion,  Plante  assumes  a  pose  similar  to  that  of  the  nar¬ 
rator  of  the  Francoeur  novels:  he  stands  at  a  safe  dis¬ 
tance  from  his  own  probing  while  exposing  those 
around  him  in  a  series  of  carefully  chosen,  sometimes 
beautiful,  and  often  unflattering  images.  We  see  Jean 
Rhys,  with  whom  Plante  worked  closely  in  the  last 
years  of  her  life  in  putting  together  her  autobiog¬ 
raphy,  struggling  with  senility,  drunkenness,  and 
depression,  dictating  to  Plante,  trying  to  complete 
the  story  of  her  life,  Smile  Please.  She  talks  about  her 
youth  in  Dominica,  the  role  her  writing  played  in  her 
life,  her  view  of  her  own  importance  in  literature.  In 
a  now  infamous  scene,  Plante  pulls  a  drunken  Rhys 
out  of  a  toilet  into  which  she  has  fallen.  Plante  has 
been  widely  accused  of  trashing  Rhys  in  his  unflatter¬ 
ing  portrait.  He  does,  however,  give  some  insight 
into  the  ways  in  which  Rhys  brought  out  of  her  suf¬ 
fering  some  of  the  most  beautiful  and  distinctive 
work  of  this  century. 

Sonia  Orwell  fares  less  well  at  Plante’s  hands.  She 
is  insulting  and  vituperative  and  warm  and  welcom¬ 
ing  by  turns.  She  seems  to  be  either  silent  or  talking 
nonstop  at  breakneck  speed.  Plante’s  cool  objectivity 
offers  little  to  help  understand  the  motivation  behind 
her  behavior.  He  tells  us  nothing  of  her  past,  her  rela¬ 
tionship  with  George,  or  her  own  accomplishments. 

Germaine  Greer,  on  the  other  hand,  cuts  through 
Plante’s  detachment  with  her  warmth  and  fierce 
commitment.  She  comes  off  as  the  most  fully  realized 
character  in  the  book.  Plante  seems  to  react  and 
respond  to  Greer  in  a  way  that  he  doesn’t  react  to  the 
other  women. 

While  these  portraits  are  presented  with  varying 
degrees  of  insight  and  taste,  each  does  provide  an 
interesting  glimpse  into  the  life  of  a  fascinating  per¬ 
son.  If,  however, the  book  is  to  have  more  than  mere 
voyeuristic  appeal,  it  seems  to  me  that  Plante  should 
deal  with  his  relationships  with  the  women  in  an 


Defiantly  Auden 

W.H.  Auden:  A  Biography 

By  Humphrey  Carpenter 
Houghton  Mifflin 
New  York 

1983,  495  pp.,  $ 10.95 

Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchell 


During  the  week  that  I  spent  reading  this  book  I 
carried  it  around  with  me,  and  I  was  surprised 
to  discover  how  many  of  the  college  under¬ 
graduates  I  know  had  no  idea  who  W.H.  Auden  was; 
even  those  who  had  heard  of  him  usually  had  never 
read  any  of  his  poetry.  For  the  benefit,  then,  of  those 
readers  to  whom  Auden  is  at  best  one  more  famous 
queer:  during  the  1930s  Auden  was  a  widely-read  and 
influential  poet,  thanks  largely  to  such  poems  on 
political  subjects  as  “Spain  1937”  and  “September 
1 ,  1939.”  He  was,  in  fact,  the  poet  of  the  young,  seen 
as  a  leader  by  many  of  his  contemporaries,  much  as 
the  Beatles  and  Bob  Dylan  were  in  the  1960s.  But 
many  of  his  non-political  lyrics  also  became  famous, 
such  as  “Lullaby’  (“Lay  your  sleeping  head,  my 
love”)  and  “Muscc  des  Beaux  Arts”  (“About  suffer¬ 
ing  they  were  never  wrong, /The  Old  Masters”). 
When  he  died  in  1973,  he  was  arguably  the  greatest 
living  poet  in  Engla  i  .  By  then  he  had  renounced 
“political”  poetry  and  made  himself  irrelevant  from 
that  point  of  view,  but  he  had  never  been  an  activist 
anyhow.  He  had  been  at  most  a  journalist,  and  for 
those  pre-television  days  a  media  star:  when  he  and 
Christopher  Isherwood  decided  to  remain  in  the 
United  States  during  World  War  II,  there  was  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  Daily  Mail  and  confusion  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  (for  details  see  page  291  of  Carpenter’s  book). 
At  about  the  same  time  he  re-embraced  the  Anglican 
Christianity  of  his  childhood,  and  religion  became 
the  ideology  he  expounded  in  his  verse.  Later  he  col¬ 
laborated  with  his  “husband,”  Chester  Kallman,  an 
opera  libretti — most  notably  The  Rake’s  Progress  for 


Humphrey  Carpenter’s  biography  is  the  second 
major  life  of  Auden  to  see  print  in  the  last  few  years 
(the  other  is  Charles  Osborne’s  W.H.  Auden:  the  life 
of  a  poet,  Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  1979).  Auden 
was  one  of  those  people  like  W.  Somerset  Maugham 
who  attempt  to  obstruct  biographers  by  requesting 
friends  to  burn  their  letters — a  request  which  was, 
naturally,  for  the  most  part  as  disregarded  in 
Auden’s  case  as  it  was  in  Maugham’s.  “He  was  also 
(he  said)  opposed  in  principle  to  the  publication  of, 
or  quotation  from,  a  writer’s  letters  after  his  death, 
which  he  declared  was  just  as  dishonourable  as  read¬ 
ing  someone’s  private  correspondence  while  he  was 
out  of  the  room”  (Carpenter,  p.  xv).  In  practice, 
however,  Auden  (like  Maugham)  loved  gossip  and 
didn’t  mind  reading  the  biographies  and  published 
letters  of  other  writers.  For  that  matter,  Neville  Cog- 
hill,  who  tutored  Auden  in  English  literature  at 
Oxford,  once  “arrived  at  his  rooms  to  find  Auden 
already  there,  reading  one  of  Coghill’s  letters”  (p. 
54).  Auden  looked  up  and  said,  “Ah,  you’re  here. 
Good.  What  have  you  done  with  the  second  page  of 
this  letter?”  (quoted  by  Osborne,  p.  40).  Later  on, 
“Auden’s  friends  found  their  drawers  being  rifled 
for  any  letters  suitable  for  inclusion”  in  a  projected 
three-volume  study  of  schoolboy  and  collegiate 
homosexuality  (Carpenter,  p.  78).  While  Carpenter’s 
is  not  an  authorized  biography,  he  did  have  access  to 
Auden’s  papers,  and  got  interviews  and  other  help 
from  the  poet’s  family.  If  this  makes  voyeurs  of  the 
biographer  and  his  readers,  we  are  after  all  only  fol¬ 
lowing  in  the  Master’s  footsteps. 
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intelligent  and  honest  manner.  He  is  the  thread  that 
runs  through  each  of  the  portraits  and  should  tie  the 
book  together.  But  because  Plarrte  reveals  so  little  of 
himself,  the  relationships  with  the  women  lack  an 
emotional  depth. 

There  seems  to  be  a  lot  of  confusion  about  Plante’s 
sexuality.  In  the  January  Harpers,  James  Wolcott 
chided  Plante  for  not  coming  out  (if  he  is,  in  fact, 
gay),  while  in  the  New  York  Times  Book  Review  he 
was  referred  to  as  an  openly  homosexual  author.  He 
never  really  tells  us  one  way  or  the  other  but,  once 
again,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  he  is  probably  gay. 
(After  all,  how  many  straight  college  professors 
invite  drag  queens  they  “met  in  Tulsa”  to  their 
student-faculty  parties?)  Still,  the  lack  of  openness 
about  Plante’s  sexuality  left  me  wondering  what 
exactly  he  needed  or  wanted  from  his  relationships 
with  women.  Is  Germaine  so  “enormously”  difficult 
because  Plante  finds  himself  attracted  to  her  and 
finds  that  attraction  threatening  or  because  she  views 
him  as  a  “cunt  tease”  and  uses  her  physical  presence 
in  an  intentionally  assaultive  way?  When  Greer  tells 
Plante  he  is  not  going  to  meet  many  men  “of  a  par¬ 
ticular  sex”  in  Tulsa,  he  innocently  asks,  “What  sex 
is  that?”  Is  he  denying  his  homosexuality  to  her,  to 
the  reader,  to  himself,  or  is  he  offended  by  her  com¬ 
ment?  In  a  rather  odd  scene,  Plante  and  Greer  sit 
together  on  a  sofa  holding  hands,  touching  each 
other  often  while  two  “midddle-aged  men  with 
moustaches  (who  were)  interior  decorators  and  lived 
together”  try  to  engage  Plante  in  conversation. 
Plante  answers  them  in  monosyllables  and  remains 
“attentive  to  Germaine.”  Is  his  physical  display  of 
affection  for  Greer  genuine  or  is  it  prompted  by  his 
desire  to  dissociate  himself  from  the  two  obviously 
gay  men? 

These  questions,  like  those  which  Plante  asks  him¬ 
self,  remain  largely  unanswered.  The  oblique  narra¬ 
tive  point-of-view  which  works  so  well  in  Plante’s  fic¬ 
tion  here  left  me  feeling  unsatisfied.  The  portraits  of 
the  women  are  vivid  and  many  of  the  images  are 
remarkable  and  memorable:  Jean  Rhys  in  a  wide- 
brimmed  pink  hat  sitting  on  a  red  sofa  in  the  pink 
lobby  of  a  cheap  London  hotel  drinking  sweet  ver¬ 
mouth,  Germaine  Greer  driving  through  a  blizzard  in 
Texas  eating  licorice  and  drinking  champagne,  Sonia 
Orwell  putting  in  order  Plante’s  rustic  house  in  rural 
Italy.  Still,  in  his  safely  omniscient  perch,  Plante 
seems  to  subordinate  honesty  and  fairness  to  the 
three  women  to  his  artistry.  Should  he  not  deal  as 
unsparingly  with  himself  as  he  does  with  his  three 
“difficult”  women? 


Auden’s  homosexuality,  which  was  an  open  secret 
during  most  of  Auden’s  life  and  about  which  he  cau¬ 
tiously  became  more  open  in  later  years.  The  details 
Carpenter  supplies  should  satisfy  all  but  the  most 
jaded:  Auden’s  technical  preferences  (fellatio — a 
word  Carpenter  inexplicably  insists  on  italicizing — 
and  occasional  light  S/M)  and  Chester  Kallman’s 
(Chester  liked  to  be  fucked,  preferably  by  trade), 
Auden’s  insecurities  about  his  looks  and  the  size  of 
his  cock,  and  the  age  at  which-  Auden  was  circum¬ 
cised  (seven).  There  is  also  copious  information 
about  Auden’s  loves,  including  the  relationship  with 
Chester,  which  Auden  himself  considered  a  marriage 
“with  all  its  boredoms  and  rewards”  (p.  258),  as  well 
as  Auden’s  forays  into  the  mysterious  twilight  world 
between  the  sexes  of  heterosexuality.  (Happily,  Car¬ 
penter — unlike  some  reviewers  of  his  book  in  the 
straight  press — is  not  inclined  to  crow  overmuch 
about  these  latter;  even  the  affair  with  Rhoda  Jaffe 
in  the  late  1940s,  after  all,  was  essentially  a  digres¬ 
sion.)  Jade  that  I  am,  I’m  les^  interested  in  the  nitty- 
gritty  trivia  than  in  the  relationships,  and  Carpenter 
chronicles  Auden’s  love  life  pretty  thoroughly,  start¬ 
ing  with  Auden’s  unrequited  love  for  Robert  Medley 
in  1922,  without  too  much  heterosexual  condescen¬ 
sion.  If  Osborne  handles  Auden’s  sexuality  less  gin¬ 
gerly,  he  is  also  less  informative. 

The  mass  of  detail  with  which  Carpenter  presents 
us  is  probably  necessary  in  order  to  depict  Auden 
with  all  his  contradictions.  He  was  enormously  fas¬ 
tidious  about  poetic  technique  and  became  more  so 
as  he  got  older,  at  the  same  time  that  his  personal 
sloppiness  increased  to  outrageousness:  “You  pee  in 
the  toilet?”  he  once  asked  a  houseguest.  “Everyone  I 
know  does  it  in  the  sink.  It’s  a  male  privilege,”  and 
his  brother  John  noticed  while  visiting  that  “the 
basin  stank  horribly”  (pp.  408-9)  in  Auden’s  New 
York  City  apartment.  He  was  convinced  he  was  ugly 
and  unlovable,  yet  pursued  prospective  loves  tena¬ 
ciously.  He  was  ambivalent  about  his  homosexuality: 
while  he  seems  to  have  had  no  doubt  of  the  value  of 
his  love  for  Chester,  he  was  capable  of  writing  a 
primly  disapproving  preface  to  Rae  Dalven’s  transla¬ 
tion  of  the  poems  of  Constantine  Cavafy.  He  went 
through  one  ideology  after  another — John  Layard’s 
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Voltaire  Smile 

The  Voltaire  Smile 

by  Ron  Harvie 

Gay  Presses  of  New  York 

P.O.  Box  294,  New  York  NY  10014 

1982,  196  pp„  $6.95 

Reviewed  by  Rob  Kaplan 


Last  fall,  the  New  Museum  in  New  York  held  an 
exhibition  of  works  by  lesbian  and  gay  male 
artists,  the  premise  being  that  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  lesbian  and  gay  male  art.  But  what  exactly  is 
such  a  creature?  Is  it  any  art  done  by  any  lesbian  or 
gay  male  artist,  or  only  by  any  out  lesbian  or  gay 
male  artist?  Is  it  only  art  done  by  such  an  artist  that 
has  a  homosexual  content  (however  that  might  be 
defined)  or  is  it  any  art  done  by  such  an  artist  irres¬ 
pective  of  content?  How  should  such  pieces  be 
judged:  by  their  artistic  quality,  their  political  con¬ 
tent,  both,  or  some  other  criteria  all  together?  If  I,  as 
a  gay  male  writer,  write  a  story  that  has  no  lesbian  or 
gay  male  characters,  am  I  shirking  my  responsibil¬ 
ities? 

These  questions  should  be,  in  my  mind  at  least,  of 
growing  concern  to  lesbians  and  gay  males,  for  now 
that  we  have  been  out  and  around  for  a  while,  it  is 
important  that  we  begin  to  examine  the  art  of  our 
culture — and  the  culture  itself,  for  that  matter — not 
only  from  the  viewpoint  of  “where  is  everyone?” 
(meaning:  come  out,  come  out,  come  out),  but  also 
from  the  viewpoint  of  now  that  we’re  out,  and  now 
that  we’ve  been  out  for  a  while,  what  do  we  do  about 
it  and  how  do  we  express  it?  How  do  we  establish 
criteria  for  lesbian  and  gay  male  art  that  does  not 
take  any  of  the  assumptions  of  straight  society  for 
granted?  At  the  same  time,  how  do  we  not  make  a 
blanket  rejection  of  everything  from  that  society  just 
because  it  is  “tainted?” 

The  Voltaire  Smile,  a  collection  of  short  stories  by 
Ron  Harvie,  is  the  type  of  book  that  brings  these 
issues  to  mind.  Harvie  is  a  Canadian  author  whose 
stories  have  appeared  in  several  gay  male  magazines 
and  newspapers.  It  is  clear  that  he  is  a  talented  writer, 
for  even  the  stories  that  fail  have  unusual  touches  to 
them. 

Harvie’s  stories  run  a  fairly  narrow  gamut  of 
what’s  commonly  called  “the  gay  male  experience,” 
an  experience  that  is  more  often  than  not  limited  to 
white,  young,  good-looking,  urban  gay  men.  There  is 
a  whole  spectrum  of  a  population  to  write  about,  but 
Harvie  has  not  done  so,  generally  limiting  himself  to 
one  or  two  segments,  and  perpetuating  the  myth  that 
“this  is  who  gay  men  are.”  Certainly,  these  men  exist 
in  large  numbers,  and  it  is  important  to  write  about 
them,  but  this  is,  ultimately,  a  very  traditional 
approach  to  male  homosexuality.  It  is  also  setting  up 
a  stereotypical  situation  that  makes  it  harder  for  each 
story  to  succeed  as  literature:  just  because  most  of 
the  characters  are  gay  does  not  mean  the  stories' 
work. 

The  best  story  is  the  one  after  which  the  book  is 
titled:  “The  Voltaire  Smile.”  It  is  about  a  boy  named 
Roland  who  takes  French  lessons  from  his  gay  uncle 
Charles,  but  what  he  learns  is  far  more  than  French: 
he  learns  about  Charles’  special  way  of  viewing  the 
world,  and  how  Charles’  love  and  joie  cle  vivre  com¬ 
pare  to  the  narrow-mindedness  of  Roland’s  parents 
(and,  by  extension,  most  of  society).  The  French  les¬ 
sons  are  stopped  because  Roland’s  mother  is  afraid 
that  Charles  will  molest  him,  and  Roland  grows  up  to 
be  a  straight,  married  man.  Unlike  the  rest  of  the 
family  who  shun  Charles  for  his  homosexuality, 
Rolandstill  loves  him  for  the  person  that  he  is.  When 
Charles  dies,  his  lover  lets  Roland  stand  by  him,  sep¬ 
arate  from  the  rest  of  the  family,  in  recognition  of 
Roland’s  feelings. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  this  story  works  as 
well  as  it  does,  but  the  main  one  is  that  it  has  a  narra¬ 
tor  who  grows  and  changes  as  the  story  progresses; 
through  this  narrator,  Harvie  is  able  to  make  a  polit¬ 
ical  statement  about  homosexuality  in  a  way  that  is 
very  “unpolitical.”  Harvie  simply  shows  three  adult 
relationships — Charles’  and  his  lover’s,  Roland’s 
parents,  and  Roland’s  with  his  wife;  it  is  clear  that 
the  only  healthy  relationship  is  between  Charles  and 
his  lover.  In  fact,  Roland,  Charles  andCharles’  lover 
are  the  only  sympathetic  characters  in  the  story;  they 
are  also  the  only  ones  that  rise  above  societal  expecta¬ 
tions  about  what  is  proper  and  relate  to  each  other  in 
an  open  fashion.  Clearly,  this  is  a  statement  about 
relationships  in  general,  regardless  of  any  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  people  involved. 

It  is  this  same  ability  to  transcend  their  immediate 
environment  that  makes  the  other  successful  stories 
successful.  In  each,  Harvie  makes  universal  state¬ 
ments  about  experiences  that  have  no  bodily  limita¬ 
tions,  that  aren’t  even  necessarily  confined  to  sexual¬ 
ity.  The  main  characters  are  fully  developed,  three- 
dimensional  people.  Yes,  most  of  them  are  gay  men, 
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sexuality  plays  a  large  role  in  their  experience,  but  it 
is  not  homosexuality  per  se  that  is  the  driving  force 
behind  their  growth.  It  is  their  ability  to  grow  and 
change,  period:  to  love  and  to  not  love;  to  lose  and  to 
gain;  to  come  to  a  new  awareness  about  themselves, 
about  their  lives,  and  about  life  itself.  This  is  the 
material  that  needs  to  be  written  about;  to  see  so 
many  gay  characters  populating  these  pages  only 
makes  the  stories  more  exciting,  it  does  not  make 
them  automatically  successful. 

Similarly,  the  stories  that  fail  do  so  for  the  very 
reasons  that  these  other  stories  succeed;  they  do  not 
develop  their  characters  or  their  situations  fully,  so 
that,  ultimately,  no  matter  how  funny  or  serious  the 
topic  at  hand,  they  end  up  being  nothing  but  more 
stories  about  more  faggots. 

The  last  story,  “The  Corporation  Men,”  is  per¬ 
haps  the  best  example.  It  is  the  story  of  two  gay  male 
vice-presidents  in  two  different  companies  who  meet 
each  other,  begin  a  sexual  relationship,  gradually  fall 
in  love,  and  then  kidnap  a  famous  homophobe  in  an 
act  of  political  revenge  against  the  New  Right.  The 
story  is  basically  very  well  written  and  has  great  poli¬ 
tics,  but,  because  of  the  lack  of  growth  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  two  main  characters,  it  ends  up  falling 
flat. 

The  two  men — Bryan  and  Banner — are  both  in 
their  thirties  and  gorgeous,  a  problem  discussed  earli¬ 
er.  Bryan,  at  least,  has  some  depth  of  character,  and 
he  does  go  through  a  politicizing  process.  Banner, 
however,  is  not  much  more  than  an  arrogant  bastard 
at  the  beginning  and,  even  though  his  behavior  to¬ 
ward  Bryan  changes,  he  remains  pretty  much  that 
way  throughout.  Because  the  characters  themselves 
lack  impact,  what  happens  to  them  loses  impact. 
Bryan  gets  Banner.  So  what?  Bryan  and  Banner  kid¬ 
nap  a  homophobe.  So  what?  The  story  contains  some 
great  political  passages.  So  what?  When  you  have  a 
bowl  of  mush,  everything  gets  coated,  including  the 

roirinc  Ma  HmiHt  Uaruip  infpnH  or!  f  hit  cf  nr\/  In  hn  a 


work  of  great  political  import,  but  it  ends  up  being 
little  more  than  a  political  tract  with  a  potential  story 
in  it. 

Equally  important  is  Harvie’s  treatment  of 
women,  or  rather  the  lack  of  it.  Except  for  Moira, 
the  fifty-four-year-old  unmarried  woman  who  runs 
the  Petty-Neave  Hotel  with  her  aging  father  and 
who,  when  the  two  return  in  June  to  reopen  the  hotel 
and  the  maitre  d’,  with  whom  she  had  been  in  love, 
greets  her  father  first,  “. .  .decided  to  hell  with  men 
and  ran  to  embrace  her  real  love,  the  Petty-Neave 
Hotel”  (p.  166),  there  are  no  strong  women  charac¬ 
ters.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  are  almost  no  women, 
period.  The  few  that  are  present  are  usually  some 
form  of  the  castrating  bitch.  Even  Moira,  as  indepen¬ 
dent  and  capable  as  she  may  be,  is,  as  far  as  we 
know,  a  fifty-four-year-old  virgin.  Women,  at  least 
as  far  as  the  world  of  Harvie’s  stories  go,  are 
extremely  secondary  creatures,  and  that  boils  down 
to  nothing  more  than  misogyny,  a  problem  far  too 
common  among  far  too  many  gay  men. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  Harvie  is  not  a  good  writer, 
for  he  very  clearly  is.  In  fact,  even  though  approxi¬ 
mately  two-thirds  of  the  stories  fail,  they  are  all  inter¬ 
esting  failures.  But  it  is  to  say  that  it  is  time  that  we, 
as  lesbians  and  gay  male  artists — and  as  lesbians  and 
gay  males — began  to  develop  standards  that  go 
beyond  “if  it’s  gay,  it’s  okay.”  Yes,  we  must  do  this 
carefully  and  lovingly.  But,  from  an  artistic  point  of 
view,  gay  characters  do  not  a  story  make,  no  more 
than  do  straight  ones,  for  ideas  and  emotions  do  not 
have  a  particular  sex  or  sexuality  attached  to  them. 
Harvie’s  stories  that  work  are  the  ones  that  rise  above 
their  homosexuality  to  make  a  comment  about  some¬ 
thing  larger,  while  using  the  gay  characters  as  a  vehi¬ 
cle  for  this  statement.  Similarly,  we  as  lesbian  and 
gay  males — artists  or  not — must  begin  to  explore  all 
the  dimensions  of  our  lives,  not  just  our  homosexual¬ 
ity,  and,  in  so  doing,  will  begin  to  explore  more  fully 
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Weaving  Historical  Voices 


The  Queen  of  Wands 

By  Judy  Grahn 
The  Crossing  Press 
Trumansburg,  NY  14886 
1982,  111  pp.,  $5.95 


Reviewed  by  Susan  Ekstrom 


Awhile  ago  a  friend  returning  from  a  confer¬ 
ence  told  me  that  Judy  Grahn  had  announced 
the  end  of  useful  lesbian-separatism.  But  I 
didn’t  believe  it — that  is,  until  1  read  her  new  book  of 
poetry,  The  Queen  of  Wands.  The  voice  which 
directs  her  exploration  of  the  uses  and  abuses  of 
female  power  is  as  compassionate  and  direct  as  I 
remembered  it,  but  there  is  also  a  new  quality:  call  it 
the  absolute  lack  of  cynicism  or  bitterness.  The  result 
is  poetry  with  an  incandescent  strength,  a  willingness 
to  name  powers  that  have  terrorized  us  for  centuries 
and,  at  the  same  time,  give  praise  to  that  which  is  pri¬ 
mary,  complex  and  not  always  easily  embraced. 

Within  the  poems  and  in  the  lengthy,  fascinating 
historical  notes  she  provides,  Grahn  refers  to  legends 
whose  seeds  are  drawn  from  many  different  cultures. 
And  while  I  wouldn’t  want  to  second-guess  anyone  as 
intuitive  as  Grahn  has  always  proved  herself  to  be,  I 
think  that  part  of  the  spirit  which  informs  this  book 
is  an  awareness  that  the  strict  divisions  of  separatism 
have  cut  us  off  from  more  than  we  bargained  for — 
cultural  and  class  diversity,  for  one  thing.  That,  and 
the  ability  to  listen  to  others,  including  those  who, 
blindly  or  with  great  purpose,  created  us.  As  she  says 
in  “The  Inheritance”: 

Nothing  is  free, 

everything  belongs  to  one  another, 
nothing  begins  new,  everything  has 
a  mother,  a  father,  and  a  story. 

Surprising  as  it  may  be  to  some,  it  is  the  woman 
who  gives  birth,  who  knows  “my  city  is  within  me,” 
that  Grahn  gives  voice  to.  In  poem  after  poem,  she 
celebrates  the  queen  who  is  bearer  of  the  flame  of 
life,  and  who  is  both  leader  and  worker.  She  attempts 
a  virtual  redefinition  of  the  way  we  see  words  like 
mother,  queen,  beauty,  wife.  In  her  examination  of 
some  of  the  most  compelling  myths  Western  culture 
has  divulged,  she  transcends  the  role  of  historian  (in 
the  best  tradition — a  curious  woman  who  digs  at  the 
roots  until  she  finds  connections  our  self-appointed 
chroniclers  so  skillfully  hid  from  us)  and  becomes  a 
lyrical  interpreter.  We  hear  the  voices  of  weavers  and 
garment  factory  workers,  lovers  and  slaves  stolen 
from  West  Africa.  Throughout,  Grahn’s  writing  is 
informed  and  impassioned,  the  language  precise  and 
often  playful,  with  a  sense  of  timing  that  is  nothing 
less  than  womanly. 

The  Queen  of  Wands  tells  the  story  of  the  poison¬ 
ing  of  an  ancient  woman’s  civilization — and  then 
brings  this  vision  back  to  the  abrupt  present.  Grahn 
focuses  on  the  myth  of  Helen  of  Troy,  that  queen 
stolen  so  long  ago  whose  name  has  come  to  mean 


something  like  the  danger  of  female  beauty.  With  the 
deftness  of  a  true  word-weaver,  Grahn  re-examines 
the  legend,  and  finds  the  long-hidden  record  of  a 
shift  of  power  so  immense  that  it  warped  the  very 
way  people  lived  their  lives,  beginning  with  birthing 
and  continuing  to  the  way  we  work,  love,  and  dream. 

My  mother  thought  me 

in  one  golden  flash 

She  had  that  kind  of  mind. 

But  I  set  out  to  do  more 
than  think,  to  do  the  next 
task,  to  break,  to  ask 
to  find,  be  found,  to  ken, 
and  to  do  more  than  stand. . 
to  understand 

Who  was  Helen  of  Troy,  anyway?  For  centuries  we 
have  known  her  as  “the  face  that  launched  a  thou¬ 
sand  ships,”  an  expression  that  has  translated  as  a 
justification  for  fearing  the  manipulativeness  of 
women,  not  to  mention  our  strange  luck  at  bringing 
on  misfortunes  like  the  Trojan  War.  In  fact,  she  was 
one  of  the  first  in  a  long  series  of  queens — and  by  this 
Grahn  means  more  than  the  sterile,  power-bound 
expression  we  know  it  as  today — taken  forcibly  from 
her  people.  She  was  a  weaver  enslaved  for  her  ability 
to  create  what  was  then  as  valuable  as  gold,  and  she 
lives  now  as  a  symbol  of  all  women  who  have  been 
and  continue  to  be  controlled  and  bartered  by  men 
who  think  they  can  possess  beauty.  Every  modern 
woman  robbed  of  power  and  self-determination,  or 
victimized  by  someone  else’s  perception  of  self,  and 
every  worker  made  to  prostitute  her  labor — all  have 
an  eloquent  ancestor  in  Helen  of  Troy. 

If  anybody  had  ever  told  me  that  I  could  identify 
with  a  queen,  I  would  have  had  to  deny  it.  And  yet 
entering  into  Grahn’s  world  I  was  struck  by  how 
approachable  the  lives  and  concerns  of  her  characters 
became.  Her  images  are  always  revealing  rather  than 
mystifying,  and  I  appreciate  more  than  ever  her  obvi¬ 
ous  love  of  language,  the  willingness  with  which  she 
stretches  it  to  its  limits — and  what  she  finds  there. 
The  music  that  runs  through  her  work  is  forever  com¬ 


bining  and  breaking  off,  so  that  chords  of  meaning 
run  from  poem  to  poem  and  give  the  book  a  feeling 
of  many  voices  becoming  one,  a  strand  that  in  turn 
reveals  its  elements. 

The  two  poems  in  the  book  which  affected  me 
most  were  both  long  pieces  narrated  wholly  or  in  part 
by  the  Spider  Webster,  an  ancient  spirit  (“a  fate  spin¬ 
ner  from  whose  very  body  comes  the  cloth  of  life  and 
time  and  understanding”)  who  reappears  through¬ 
out.  “Spider  Webster’s  declaration:  He  is  singing  the 
end  of  the  world  again”  is  a  chilling  lamentation  for 
civilizations  destroyed  which  ends  with  a  prophecy: 

He  is  singing  the  end  of  the  world  again 
he  has  done  it  before. 

He  has  his  firebrand 
and  his  song. 

I  have  a  long,  long 
wand  like  memory. 

1  remember  five  full  worlds 
and  four  of  them  have  ended. 

Like  her  earlier  poem,  “A  Woman  is  talking  to 
Death,”  the  subject  is  ugly  and  hardly  empowering, 
but  it  reflects  a  commitment  on  Grahn’s  part  to  look 
at  everything,  even  the  most  painful  subject.  Like  the 
goddess  Hela  (Death),  who  declares,  “I  am  used  for 
all/purposes.  I  do  not  care,”  she  takes  pictures  of 
what  is  there,  illuminating  the  events  simply  by  writ¬ 
ing  about  them. 

In  “Helen  you  always  were/the  factory,”  Grahn 
ties  together  many  of  the  themes  she  introduces  in  the 
rest  of  the  book.  She  alternates  historical  voices  with 
an  inquisitive,  compassionate  narrative  which  loving¬ 
ly  and  insistently  praises  the  work  of  women  in  the 
world,  from  birthing  to  reluctantly  standing  in  as 
that  demi-goddess  “lady  luck.”  The  first  time  I  read 
it,  the  poem  took  my  breath  away;  the  second  time 
through,  I  breathed  and  marveled  at  how  skillfully 
Grahn  has  woven  myth  and  testimony  with  the  dis¬ 
arming  rush  of  energy  we  call  poetry.  The  Queen  of 
Wands  is  amazing  in  the  scope  of  its  vision,  and  it 
decidedly  brings  us  nearer  to  hearing  the  truth:  read 
it,  and  listen  closely. 


Water  Dancer 


Continued  from  Book  Review  page  2 

One  gets  the  feeling  here,  as  in  much 
of  this  book,  of  people  who  function 
more  with  bodies  than  with  minds,  and 
who  value  their  bodies  not  for  their 
flashes  of  brilliance,  but  rather  for  a 
kind  of  endurance.  They  don’t  play, 
they  don’t  talk  except  in  monosyllables 
or  cliches,  and  for  them  having  sex  is 
solemn  and  valuable  mainly  in  terms  of 
how  it’s  going  to  influence  their  next 
swim. 

Anne,  the  pacer,  is  an  old  friend  of 
Sarge,  a  super-athlete  swimmer  and 
coach  whose  son  Matt  died  of  heart 
failure  due  to  over-exposure  while 
swimming  the  San  Antonio  Straight. 
He  called  out,  “Daddy,  Daddy,  help!” 
but  his  father  didn’t  take  him  out  of 
the  water,  since  long-distance  swim¬ 
mers  tend  to  say  things  like  that  in  the 
middle  of  the  swim.  Not  surprisingly, 
Sarge’s  grief  and  guilt  have  alienated 
him  from  his  wife  liana  who,  being 
only  a  champion  high-diver  and  not  a 
distance  swimmer,  is  a  little  out  of  the 
picture.  Enter  young  Dorey  Thomas, 
determined  to  do  the  very  swim  that 


finished  Matt,  with  Sarge  as  her  coach. 
There  is  a  lesbian  relationship  here, 
again  seen  in  primarily  athletic  terms. 

She’d  been  trained  so  that  particu¬ 
lar  movements  would  become  part  of 
her  reflexive  repertoire.  One  might 
have  been  the  motion  she  used  to  pull 
Sarge’s  old  shirt  over  her  head,  clean¬ 
ly,  gracefully.  She  took  Dorey’s  cue 
and  kept  things  at  a  good  pace. 
Maybe  her  voice  shook  and  she 
guessed  that  was  alright,  too.  “Why 
don’t  you  take  off  your  clothes?” 

(p.  188) 

I  imagine  that  this  book  might  ap¬ 
peal  most  strongly  to  athletes  (or  ath¬ 
letes  manque)  but  it’s  also  appealing  in 
its  difference  from  most  of  what’s 
around,  and  in  its  very  compelling  ob¬ 
sessive  exploration  of  a  world  foreign 
to  most  of  us.  When  I  finished  Water 
Dancer  I  felt  just  as  though  I  had  just 
finished  swimming  the  San  Antonio 
Straight — no  mean  achievement  for  a 
non-athlete  like  myself. 

— Andrea  Loewenstein 
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Fiddling  while  Faggots  Burn 
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Reviewed  by  Duncan  Mitchell 


A  more  honest  title  for  this  book  would  have 
been  Homosexuality  and  Theology,  or  at 
least  Homosexuality  and  Judeo-Christian 
Ethics.  Though  its  editor,  Edward  Batchelor  Jr.,  says 
his  intent  “is  to  survey  the  present  state  of  the 
ongoing  debate  among  ethicists,”  he  either  couldn’t 
find  or  didn’t  look  for  material  written  from  a  utili¬ 
tarian  or  existentialist  or  Marxist  or  feminist  view¬ 
point.  Perhaps  he  thought  that  bringing  together 
Catholic,  Protestant,  and  Jewish  writers  between  the 
same  covers  was  comprehensive  enough.  In  any  case, 
there  is  little  ethical  discussion  in  its  pages,  though 
there  is  much  of  the  straining  at  gnats  and  swallowing 
of  camels  which  is  the  stock-in-trade  of  theologians. 

Another  more  accurate  title  would  be  Homosex¬ 
uality  and  Heterosexual  Ethics,  considering  that  of 
the  twenty-five  articles,  commission  reports,  and 
book  excerpts  included,  only  one  is  by  an  acknowl¬ 
edged  (though  anonymous!)  gay  person.  Of  the 
remaining  twenty-four  contributions,  all  assume  the 
primacy  of  heterosexuality,  viewing  homosexuality 
as  an  inconvenient  aberration  which,  since  it  exists, 
must  be  dealt  with.  I  had  the  sense  as  I  read  that  even 
the  most  liberal  writers  felt  that  Christianity  is 
heterosexual  property  which  their  consciences 
demanded  they  share  with  us;  and  that  they  were 
debating  how  much — how  little,  rather — to  concede 
to  us,  like  Lot  deliberating  whether  to  throw  his 
daughters  or  his  angelic  visitors  to  the  Sodomites. 
Meanwhile  we  are  expected  to  wait  patiently  outside 
while  the  professionals  work  it  out,  not  to  participate 
directly  in  the  debate.  As  if  there  were  no  queer 
clergy  or  ethicists!  Mr.  Batchelor  himself,  shown  on 
the  back  flap  in  clerical  collar,  is  chaplain  and  lectur¬ 
er  in  religion  at  Brooklyn  College  of  the  City  Univer¬ 
sity  of  New  York;  it  is  perhaps  understandable  that 
he  preferred  to  keep  things  in  the  clubj  if  not 
justifiable. 

What  does  Homosexuality  and  Ethics  reveal  about 
“the  present  state  of  the  ongoing  debate  among” 
straight  and  mostly  male  Judeo-Christian 
“ethicists”?  I  found  it  instructive  to  compare  the  vol¬ 
ume  under  review  to  The  Same  Sex,  edited  by  Ralph 
W.  Weltge  and  published,  also  by  The  Pilgrim  Press, 
in  1969 — especially  since  Mr.  Batchelor  includes  two 
articles  from  that  collection.  Unlike  the  present  vol¬ 
ume,  The  Same  Sex  was  interdisciplinary,  including 
writings  by  sex  researchers  and  lawyers  as  well  as 
theologians,  and  contained  pieces  by  gay  activists 
writing  under  their  own  names.  Of  course  Mr.  Batch¬ 
elor  may  not  care  about  the  secular  sphere — render 
unto  Caesar  and  all  that,  you  know — and  far  be  it 
from  me  to  complain  about  the  book  he  chose  not  to 
compile.  In  his  favor  he  has  included  useful  source 
material  from  Aquinas’  Summa  Theologica  and  Karl 
Barth’s  Church  Dogmatics,  an  area  not  represented 
in  Weltge,  and  position  papers  on  homosexuality 
from  various  Jewish  and  Christian  religious  bodies. 
But  it  is  my  impression  on  the  basis  of  the  selections 
included  by  Mr.  Batchelor  that  “the  present  state  of 
the  debate”  is  about  what  it  was  in  1969,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Lisa  Sowle  Cahill’s  concluding 
critique,  which  raises  questions  about  both  sides  of 
the  controversy  capably,  if  in  technical  language.  Ms. 
Cahill’s  discussion  serves  mainly  to  show,  however, 
on  how  technically  primitive  a  level  the  debate  has  so 
far  been  conducted. 

If,  in  fact,  Mr.  Batchelor  had  set  out  to  assemble  a  • 
book  in  which  Christians  themselves  discredited 
Christianity  as  an  ethical  guide,  he  could  not  have 
been  more  successful  than  he  has.  Four  major  posi¬ 
tions  are  represented:  homosexual  acts  are  (1)  intrin¬ 
sically  evil,  (2)  essentially  imperfect,  (3)  to  be  evalu¬ 
ated  in  terms  of  their  relational  significance,  and  (4) 
natural  and  good.  Each  position  is  discussed  by  three 
or  four  of  its  partisans.  [Does  it  mean  anything  that 
(1)  and  (2)  are  given  ninety  pages  of  text,  while  (3) 
and  (4)  get  forty?]  What  emerges  is  that  sincere  and 
well-informed  Christian  scholars  cannot  agree,  not 
merely  on  whether  homosexuality  is  right  or  wrong 
(or  “sinful”),  but  on  what  basis  a  Christian  ethic 
should  be  constructed.  They  disagree  on  the  role  of 
Biblical  authority  and  on  how  much  weight  should  be 
granted  to  modern  scientific  findings  about  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Should  a  linguistic  or  legalistic  exegesis 
^determine  one’s  position,  or  is  exegesis  itself  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  Jesus’  teaching?  Can  traditional  posi¬ 
tions  be  set  aside  when  tradition  is  what  defines 
Christianity?  (The  Jewish  writers,  by  the  way,  are  all 
— except  for  the  anonymous  gay — lined  up  on  the 
negative  side.)  The  writers  represented  in  Homosex¬ 
uality  and  Ethics  take  among  themselves  every  possi¬ 
ble  stand,  and  thereby  end  up  cancelling  each  other 
out.  It  is  still  argued,  mostly  by  the  more  conserva¬ 
tive  Christians,  that  without  Christianity  or  at  least 


some  kind  of  religion  we  c,  not  know  what  is  right 
and  what  is  wrong.  What  this  book  shows  is  that  even 
with  Christianity  we  can’t  know:  not  just  about  spe¬ 
cific  cases  such  as  homosexuality,  but  even  about  the 
fundamental  principles  by  which  to  decide  h 
questions. 

Calling  for  a  return  to  the  New  Testament  does  no 
good,  either,  for  it  offers  as  much  confusion  as  does 
current  debate.  Is  justification  by  faith  alone  (Paul) 
or  by  faith  plus  works  (James)?  Is  salvation  gained  (if 
is  is  gained  rather  than  a  free  gift)  by  righteous  obedi¬ 
ence  to  Torah  (Matthew  5:19-20,  23:1-3,  Luke 
11:42),  or  are  Christians  free  not  to  obey  Torah 
(Galatians  3:10-14,  5:1-15)?  Or  must  one  abandon 
one’s  family  (Matthew  19:29  and  parallels),  give  up 
all  possessions  (Matthew  19:21  and  parallels  or  sim¬ 
ply  believe  in  Jesus  and  be  baptized  (Mark  16:16)?  Is 
divorce  permitted  when  a  spouse  has  been  unchaste 
(Matthew  5:31-32),  or  is  it  never  permitted  at  all 
(Mark  10:1-12  and  Luke  16:18)?  The  New  Testament 
reflects  early  Christian  dissension,  not  unanimity. 

Not  every  Christian  looks  for  an  ethical  certainty 
with  (to  cite  Sartre  out  of  context)  “the  permanence 
and  impenetrability  of  stone,”  but  most  presumably 
look  to  their  faith  for  a  reliable  guide  for  evaluating 
conduct.  Whatever  their  reasons — to  get  into  heaven, 
to  escape  Hell,  to  please  God,  to  do  what  is  right — 
they  want  to  know  what  God  thinks.  What  they  will 
learn  from  Homosexuality  and  Ethics  is  what  “a 
broad  range  of  concerned  professionals”  think  God 
thinks.  No  wonder  so  many  people  are  drawn  to  the 
fanaticism  of  the  Moral  Majority:  they  are  looking 
for  someone  who  will  teach  “as  one  who  had  author¬ 
ity,  and  not  as  the  scribes”  (Mark  1:22),  no  matter 
how  repulsive  the  teachings. 

To  do  justice  to  the  discussions  in  Homosexuality 
and  Ethics  would  take  a  book  as  long  as  itself.  Since  I 
doubt  I  have  to  convince  GCN  readers  that  Aquinas, 
Barth,  and  the  other  traditionalists  are  wrong,  I’d 
like  to  examine  the  selection  by  James  B.  Nelson, 
“Gayness  and  Homosexuality:  Issues  for  the 
Church,”  which  calls  for  full  acceptance  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  by  the  Church  and  is,  in  practice,  on  our 
side.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  Mr,  Nelson  reach¬ 
es  conclusions  not  warranted  by  his  arguments,  how¬ 
ever  much  I  may  agree  with  some  of  those 
conclusions. 

Mr.  Nelson  first  argues  (p.  187)  that 

Nowhere  does  the  Bible  say  anything  about  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  a  sexual  orientation.  Its  references  to  the 
subject  are — without  exception — statements  about 
certain  kinds  of  homosexual  acts.  Our  understanding 
of  homosexuality  as  a  psychosexual  orientation  is  a 
relatively  recent  development.  It  is  crucial  to  remem¬ 
ber  this,  for  in  all  probability  the  biblical  writers  in 
each  instance  were  speaking  of  homosexual  acts 
undertaken  by  persons  whom  the  authors  presumed 
to  be  heterosexually  constituted. 

Insofar  as  this  is  true,  it  proves  nothing.  After  all,  the 
book  under  review  is  organized  according  to  the  way 
each  writer  evaluates  homosexual  acts,  so  this  per¬ 
spective  is  as  modern  as  it  is  ancient.  Understanding 
homosexuality  as  a  “psychosocial  orientation”  does 
not  necessarily  predispose  one  to  accept  it,  either;  it 
can  still  be  perceived  as  a  pathological  or  deviant 
orientation.  The  real  question,  which  Mr.  Nelson 
does  not  answer,  is  why  the  Biblical  writers  rejected 
homosexual  acts  when  other  ancient  cultures  did  not. 

The  same  question  arises  with  Saint  Paul,  who  set 
aside  much  of  traditional  Jewish  teaching  (such  as 
the  dietary  laws  and  circumcision)  but  kept,  among 
other  things,  its  prohibition  of  homosexual  acts.  Like 
Jesus,  Paul  went  so  far  as  to  argue  that  it  was  best  to 
avoid  all  sexual  activity  if  possible,  though  Paul  did 
not  suggest  castration  as  a  means  to  that  end,  as 
Jesus  did  (Matthew  19:12). 

Mr.  Nelson  does  not  deal  with  Paul’s  view  of  mar¬ 
riage  as  the  lesser  of  two  evils  (I  Corinthians  7).  He 
concentrates  on  Romans  1:18-32,  the  passage  in 
which  Paul  explains  “dishonorable  passions”  as  the 
result  of  failure  to  acknowledge  Yahweh: 

For  this  reason  God  gave  them  up  to  dishonorable 
passions.  Their  women  exchanged  natural  relations 
for  unnatural,  and  the  men  likewise  gave  up  natural 
relations  with  women  and  were  consumed  with  pas¬ 
sion  for  one  another,  men  committing  shameless  acts 
with  men  and  receiving  in  their  own  persons  the  due 
penalty  for  their  error  [Romans  1:26-27,  Revised 
Standard  Version] . 


Mr.  Nelson  cites  Father  John  J.  McNeill  on  this  pas¬ 
sage:  Paul  “apparently  refers  only  to  homosexual 
acts  indulged  in  by  those  he  considered  to  be  other¬ 
wise  heterosexually  inclined;  acts  which  represent  a 
voluntary  choice  to  act  contrary  to  their  ordinary  sex¬ 
ual  appetite”  (p.  191).  Even  if  this  interpretation  was 
valid,  without  “our  modern  psychosexual  under¬ 
standing”  Paul  could  not  have  understood  homo¬ 
sexual  activity  except  as  the  perverse  behavior  of 
heterosexual  persons,  so  he  must  here  have  been 
referring  to  all  homosexual  acts,  not  to  “only”  a  cer¬ 
tain  category  of  them — what  other  category  could  he 
have  recognized?  Nor  is  such  a  voluntary  act  neces¬ 
sarily  wrong,  since  Paul  extolled  chastity,  which  is 
surely  “a  voluntary  choice  to  act  contrary  to  their 
ordinary  sexual  appetite.”  One  might,  for  example, 
choose  to  have  sex  with  a  person  of  the  “wrong”  sex 
out  of  love  for  that  person. 

But  this  passage  can  also  (and  probably  should)  be 
read  as  a  polemical  sermon  explaining  “dishonorable 
passions”  as  a  non-voluntary  consequence  of  refusal 
to  worship  the  “true”  god.  (Even  then  it  remains  the 
bigoted  statement  of  a  lying  hustler.)  The  important 
thing  is  that  Paul  took  it  for  granted,  did  not  need  to 
prove,  that  homosexual  acts  were  “dishonorable,” 
“shameless,”  “impurity.”  If,  as  Mr.  Nelson  writes, 
“it  is  difficult  to  read  into  Paul’s  words  at  this  point 
the  modern  psychosexual  understanding  of  the  gay 
person. . .,”  that  is  hardly  surprising.  Paul  thought 
the  Holy  Spirit  spoke  through  him,  and  probably 
considered  authoritative  the  understanding  he 
expounded.  The  “modern  psychosexual  understand¬ 
ing”  he  most  likely  would  have  called  the  working  of 
a  “base  mind.”  “Though  they  know  God’s  decree 
that  those  who  do  such  things  deserve  to  die,  they  not 
only  do  them  but  approve  those  who  practice  them” 
(Romans  1:32).  If  Paul  gives  us  “a  description  of 
homosexual  lust... but  hardly  an  account  of  inter¬ 
personal  same-sex  love — about  which  Paul  does  not 
speak”  (p.  191),  that  is  probably  because  Paul  would 
not  have  recognized  the  sexual  expression  of  same- 
sex  love  as  anything  but  lust. 

Mr.  Nelson  says  that  Paul  “looked  at  the  Gentile 
world  and  saw  idolatry  but  also  saw  homosexual 
practices  and  the  prevalence  of  venereal  disease — and 
he  linked  them  firmly  together”  (p.  192).  That  link¬ 
age  was  no  more  inevitable,  and  no  less  bigoted,  than 
the  same  conclusion  drawn  from  the  same  sort  of  evi¬ 
dence  by  Anita  Bryant  and  Jerry  Falwell  in  our  own 
time.  The  implication  of  the  passage  from  Romans, 
and  of  Mr.  Nelson’s  explication,  is  that  those  who  do 
not  worship  Yahweh  are  all  “filled  with  all  manner 
of  wickedness,  evil,  covetousness,  malice”  (Romans 
1:29),  which  is  simply  a  lie.  Certainly,  “the  moral 
climate  of  Hellenistic  Rome  was  marred  by  various 
forms  of  sexual  commerce  and  exploitation”  (p. 
191);  the  same  has  been  true  of  every  Christian  soci¬ 
ety,  but  no  Christian  would  blame  that  fact  on  Chris¬ 
tianity.  Yet  Christians  have  never  hesitated  to  blame 
pagan  abuses  on  paganism;  Paul  was  simply  the  first 
to  go  on  record.  And  Mr.  Nelson  agrees  with  him: 
“The  idolatrous  dishonoring  of  God  inevitably 
results  in  the  dishonoring  of  persons,  and  faithful¬ 
ness  to  God  will  result  in  sexual  expression  which 
honors  the  personhood  of  the  other”  (pp.  192-3, 
italics  added),  he  says,  which  is  a  bigoted  libel  against 
all  non-Christians  and  a  whitewash  of  the  many 
abuses  committed  by  Christians. 

Like  the  other  liberals  represented  here,  Mr. 
Nelson  believes  that  sexuality  is  appropriately 
expressed  only  in  committed,  presumably  monoga¬ 
mous,  relationships.  But  marriage  and  its  analogues 
are  no  guarantee  against  loneliness,  “selfish  sexual 
expression,  cruelty,  impersonal  sex,  obsession  with 
sex,  and  against  actions  done  without  willingness  to 
take  responsibility  for  the  consequences”  (p.  201). 
Nor  does  the  range  of  behaviors  commonly  called 
“promiscuity”  exclude  trust,  “tenderness,  respect 
for  the  other,  and  the  desire  for  ongoing  and  respon¬ 
sible  communion  with  the  other”  (ibid.).  A  truly 
radical  examination  of  sexual  ethics  seems  beyond 
Mr.  Nelson’s  powers,  and  he  is  probably  the  most 
liberal,  the  most  accepting,  and  the  best-informed 
writer  in  this  collection. 

In  conclusion  then:  Edward  Batchelor  Jr.  has  not 
achieved  even  his  limited  objectives.  His  selection  of 
material  is  limited  and  probably  biased  against  accep¬ 
tance  of  homosexuality,  and  is  a  step  backwards 
from  previous  collections — not  only  The  Same  Sex, 
but  also  Gerhart  and  Johnson’s  Loving  Men/Loving 
Women  and  Oberholtzer’s  Is  Gay  Good?  [Mention 
should  also  be  made  of  Alan  Soble’s  Philosophy  of 
Sex:  Contemporary  Readings  (Littlefield,  Adams  & 
Co.,  1980),  an  anthology  which  comes  much  closer  to 
doing  what  Mr.  Batchelor  claims  he  set  out  to  do.) 
To  a  Christian  reader  seeking  “the  necessary 
resources  for  reflection  and  determination,”  one  or 
all  of  those  predecessors  is  recommended  by  me.  To  a 
non-Christian  reader,  the  scripture-treading  and 
equivocation  exhibited  in  Homosexuality  and  Ethics 
mainly  serves  to  confirm  the  ethical  bankruptcy  of 
Christianity,  and  that  even  the  best  Christians  are 
still  mainly  fiddling  while  faggots  burn. 
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Robinson  shows  insight,  sensitivity,  compassion  and 
gives  astute  advice  in  the  letters  he  exchanges  with  an 
undergraduate  whom  he  helps  to  bring  out.  He  is  also 
acutely  aware  of  the  moral  complexity  and  profes¬ 
sional  responsibility  in  such  an  encounter.  Yet,  even 
to  the  final  grace  note  of  self-criticism,  he  expresses 
such  satisfaction  with  his  conduct  that  it  mars  the 
whole. 

Two  final  pieces  merit  praise  and  study.  George 
Chauncey’s  dense  and  careful  study  of  the  medical 
reconceptualization  of  female  deviance  is  an  excellent 
example  of  the  fine  detailed  work  now  being  done  in 
gay  history.  John  Boswell’s  essay,  “Revolutions, 
Universals  and  Sexual  Categories,’’  is  a  major  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  ongoing  heated  and  important  debate 
over  the  most  basic  categories  to  be  used  in  thinking 
about  gay  history.  I  disagree  with  some  of  his  points, 
but  respectfully. 


Auden 
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mystical  psychology,  D.H.  Lawrence’s  leader- 
worship,  Marxism— before  settling  on  Anglicanism, 
leaving  behind  him  a  trail  of  cigarette  ashes  and  emp¬ 
ty  wine  bottles,  always  with  the  apparent  zeal  of  a 
true  believer,  but  in  reality  mainly  in  search  of  jargon 
with  whith  to  stuff  his  poems.  While  he  claimed  to 
take  the  Church  seriously,  it  was  really  no  different 
except  that  its  childhood  associations  reminded  him 
of  his  mother,  whom  he  adored.  He  was  capable  of 
travestying  both  in  later  life,  saying  of  himself, 
“Your  mother  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life.  If  she 
be  lifted  up,  she  will  lift  up  all  men  unto  her.” 

Chester  seems  to  have  been  no  less  complicated, 
though  he  never  quite  emerges  from  the  shadows  of 
Carpenter’s  book.  This  is  a  pity,  for  he  was  certainly 
important  in  Auden’s  life,  but  probably  doesn’t  rate 
a  biography  of  his  own.  A  poet  himself,  he  found  it 
difficult  being  married  to  one  of  the  greatest  poets  in 
the  English  language;  of  course  he  never  managed  to 
establish  an  independent  reputation.  Cyril  Connolly 
once  asked  him:  “How  does  it  feel  to  be  Alice  B. 
Toklas  to  Gertrude  Stein?”  Auden  raged:  “I  shan’t 
rest  until  Cyril  Connolly  is  either  dead  or  in  a  lunatic 


The  heavies  have  moved  in — many  lightweights, 
too.  Let  them  move  on.  With  the  few  significant 
exceptions  noted,  this  volume  is  a  dud,  and  worse.  If 
this  is  the  emblem  of  academic  and  literary  respect¬ 
ability,  we  don’t  need  it.  Let  us  welcome  the  Blaus 
and  the  Alters,  not  because  they  agree  with  us — we 
don’t  agree  with  each  other —  but  because  they  know 
of  what  they  write  and  they  stimulate  dialogue.  Some 
of  the  bad  writing  here,  though  not  the  worst,  is  also 
by  gays.  Still,  it  remains  true  that  the  academic  liber¬ 
ation  of  the  homosexuals  must  largely  be  the  work  of 
the  homosexuals  themselves.  I  recommend  to  no  one 
that  she  read  this  volume  from  cover  to  cover  as  I 
have  had  to  do.  I  subscribed  to  Salmagundi  in  order 
to  obtain  this  issue.  After  such  bloated  prose,  ignor¬ 
ant  writing,  and  irresponsible  editing,  I  am  glad  my 
subscription  has  run  out. 


asylum”  (p.  316).  Unfortunately,  Chester  lacked 
Alice’s  self-possession  and  strength.  When  Auden 
died,  he  drank  himself  to  death  in  a  year  and  a  half. 

At  my  age  (thirty-two)  I’m  no  longer  looking  for 
gay  father-figures  or  role  models,  yet  1  have  to  admit 
that  in  the  end  Auden  disappoints  me.  The  drinking, 
the  slovenliness,  the  ambivalence  about  his  gayness, 
and  the  retreat  into  religion  are  all  depressing.  There 
are,  of  course,  the  poems — a  fat  collected  volume — 
the  essays,  and  the  libretti;  and  I  suppose  they  ought 
to  be  enough  to  counterbalance  the  frequent  dreari¬ 
ness  of  his  life.  Auden  himself  thought  so,  and  said  in 
1965  that  his  life  had,  “so  far,  been  unusually 
happy”  (p.  455).  And  Carpenter  closes  his  acknowl¬ 
edgements,  and  the  book,  by  thanking  “Auden  him¬ 
self  for  living  a  life  that  has  been  such  a  pleasure  to 
write  about”  (p.  482).  I  mustn’t  forget  that  most  lives 
have  their  share  of  dreariness,  and  that  Auden  lived 
(as  we  all  still  do)  in  a  society  that  insisted  that 
homosexuals  were  degenerates.  Like  so  many  of  our 
gay  Elder  Statesmen,  Auden  managed  not  only  to 
survive  but  to  succeed,  and  he  emerges  from  Carpen¬ 
ter’s  pages  defiantly,  often  exuberantly,  human. 


result  from  them. 

For  a  book  that  contains  murder,  sado-maso¬ 
chism,  and  relationship.  The  Rose  Exterminator  is 
curiously  lacking  in  passion.  Carney  has  a  stately, 
dense  prose  style  that  at  times  seems  far  more 
thoughtful  than  the  material  permits.  And,  contrary 
to  Wilde’s  dictum,  for  all  of  the  thinking  the  story  is 
very  much  a  tragedy.  The  Real  Thing  begins  with  an 
epigram  from  Laclos’  Les  Liaisons  Dangereuses  (a 
book  that  is  both  thoughtful  and  funny),  and  I  think 
that  he  means  both  that  novel  and  The  Rose  Exter¬ 
minator  to  be  studies  of  human  psychology.  The 
problem  here  is  that  he  has  too  much  to  say  and  not 
enough  examples  to  what  he  is  speaking  about.  I  sus¬ 
pect  that  he  chose  the  S/M  scene  because  it  exempli¬ 
fies  an  extreme  in  behavior  and  the  detective  genre 
because  it  tells  a  good  story.  The  problem  is  that  he 
stints  us  on  both  counts.  There  is  very  little  feeling 
for  sexuality  in  the  book  (and  almost  no  descriptions 
— and  let’s  face  it,  who  wants  to  read  a  book  about 
S/M  that  has  no  explicit  sex  in  it?),  and  his  detective 
plot  unwinds  very  slowly  and  somewhat  predictably. 

The  Rose  Exterminator  is  not  an  uninteresting 
book,  but  I’m  afraid  it  is  not  as  interesting  as  it  first 
appears.  Carney  has  a  decidedly  downbeat  approach 
to  human  nature  and  relationships.  It  is  tragic 
because  his  characters  struggle  against  their  own 
(human)  limitations,  and  most  of  their  activities  (sex¬ 
ual  and  otherwise)  seem  to  comprise  the  acting  out  of 
that  struggle.  The  book  is  more  thoughtful  than  most 
being  published  today,  but  as  a  novel  it  is  passionless 
and  difficult  to  move  through  or  relate  to. 


Our  13th  year 

★  National  and  international  news 
about  women 

★  Thoughtful  commentaries,  and 


RDS°^ 


LESBIANS  &  GAY  MEN: 

IF  YOU'RE  LOOKING  FOR 

an  accountant  •  Bar  ‘  bath  ‘  bookstote  * 
dentist  *  doctor  *  dog  groomer  *  hotel  * 
lawyer  *  publication  *  social  group  * 
switchboard  *  synagogue  *  travel  agent  * 
therapist  *  youth  group  *  or  any  other 
business  or  organization  specializing  in 
serving  gay  people,  you  need: 

GJtfELLOW 

PAGES 

NATIONAL  EDITION:  USA  &  CANADA  $10; 
outside  N.  America  $12. 

NEW  YORK/ NEW  JERSEY  EDITION  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women  s  section. 
$3.50;  outside  N.  Amenca  $4  50 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  covers  Connecticut, 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine. 
Maryland.  Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont, 
W  Virginia.  $3.50;  outside  N  Amenca 
$4  50 


MbMiimkb  H 


.  Mb  2K1T  V 


NT  10014.  All  books  sod  discreetly  by  fw*  class  mail,  you 
name  &  address  kept  strictly  confidential  To  kst  a  busmoss 
or  organizaoon.  sane  stampso  s«f  addressed  business  sin 
envelope 

Owing  to  my  n*gn  bene  cnarpe*  tor  torergn  coMceons.  a* 
payments  tram  outsxM  me  USA  must  be  m  US  funds  Oy 
Post  Office  Money  On*  In  Canada.  6AYEU0*  RAGES  rs 
available  tmm  Glad  Oay  Books.  6444  Tonga  Si .  Toronto. 
Online  M4Y  2A6 


READ  &  SUBSCRIBE  TO 

NO  MORE  CAGES, 

A  BI-MONTHLY 

WOMEN’S  PRISON  NEWSLETTER 


March/ April  Issue  Includes: 

Letters  from  Women  In  Prison 
News  on  Framingham  &  Purdy 
Women’s  Prisons 
Lots  of  Poetry  and  much  more. 

Available  at  women’s  and 
progressive  bookstores  or  from 
Women  Free  Women  in  Prison, 
PO  Box  90,  Bklyn.NY  11215. 

$  1  each  copy,  $6  per  yr. 
more  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can’t 
FREE  TO  PRISONERS 
AND  PSYCHIATRIC  INMATES 


GAIA’S  GUIDE  -1982 
The  Guide  Book  for  Gay  Wimmen 

This  7th  edition:  all  USA/Canada  +  Western  Europe. 
Only  $8.00  from:  NEW  EARTH  BOOKSTORE, 

24,  E.  39th  SL,  Kansas  City,  Mo;  641 1 1 
(Includes  first-class  postage  and  guaranteed  discretion.) 

All  other  correspondence,  etc.  to: 

GAIA’S  GUIDE,  132  w!  24th  St,  N.Y.,  NY;  10011. 
Also  on  sale  in  all  Gay,  Feminist  and 
Alternative  bookstores. 

BARS/CLUBS/  RESTAU  R  ANTS/G  ROUPS  /T  RAVE  L 
AGENCIES/RESOURCES/SERVICES/RESORTS/ 
BOOKSTORES/PUBLICATIONS  and  much,  much  more 


news  ahead  of  its  time 
★  Health,  prison,  and  labor  news 

SUBSCRIBE  TODAY! 

oob,  1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Rm.  212 
Washington,  D  C.  20009 
$ll/year  sample  copy  $1.50 

Name  _ _ _ 

Addrev*  _ _ 

_ ZIP _ 

$15/yr.  contributing  sub  off  our  backs 
$ll/yr.  regular  sub  1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW 

$20/yr.  businesses  and  Rm.  212 

institutions  Wash.,  D.C.  20009 


MADNESS 

NETWORK 

NEWS 


a  quarterly 
journal  of  trie 
psychiatric  inmates'/ 
anti -psychiatry 
movement 

subscriptions 
(6  issues): 


^individuals  $6  _ inrtifutiocu  $12  oversews  $10 

— prisoners  $1  _ free  to  psychiatric  inmate* 

NAME  _ _ 

ADORE SS  . _ 

CfTY  _ _ 

STATE  and  ZIP  _ 

MNN,  PO  Box  684,  S.F.,  Calif.  94101 


Page  8  •  Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  April 


- - Gay  Community  News,  May  7,  1983  • 

Alcoholism  Program 


Continued  from  page  6 

homophobia  is  seen  as  the  prob¬ 
lem,  not  the  presence  of  lesbians. 
Says  Norma  Finkelstein,  “Every 
once  in  a  while  we  have  issues  be¬ 
tween  lesbians  and  heterosexuals 
at  the  house  we  run.  We  usually 
respond  by  holding  a  discussion  of 
sexuality.  We  are  a  traditionally- 
structured  agency,  but  we  arc  try¬ 
ing  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  wo¬ 
men.  Our  house  is  a  total  group 
setting,  and  we’ve  learned  to  try  to 
be  very  open  with  women  who 
come  from  many  different  back¬ 
grounds.  We  may  have  a  woman 
who  is  fifty  years  old  from  South 
Boston  who  is  terribly  homophob¬ 
ic.  But  we’ve  found  that  she  can 
live,  become  friends,  with,  and 
help  a  lesbian  woman,  and  vice 
versa.  For  the  most  part.  I'm 
pleased  that  we  can  do  this  in  the 
residential  setting.  We  don’t  sec 
the  presence  of  lesbians  in  the 
house  as  a  problem.  We’ve  had 
other  types  of  conflicts  in  the 
house  too,  for  example,  racism.  If 
we  were  jsut  treating  feminist  and 
non-racist  women,  we  wouldn’t  be 
treating  very  much  of  the  world.” 

Feminism  seems  to  be  very 
much  the  philosophy  of  the 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 
even  though  the  agency  is  tradi¬ 
tionally  structured  and  govern¬ 


ment-funded.  Says  Norma,  “Our 
overriding  philosophy  is  to  com¬ 
bine  feminism  with  sonic  under¬ 
standing  of  alcoholism,  and  to  try 
to  empower  women  to  take  control 
of  their  lives  instead  of  letting  their 
drinking  control  them.” 

Norma  doesn't  feel  that  a  global 
political  analysis  of  alcoholism  is 
possible.  “Lots  of  people  would 
love  to  put  alcoholism  in  a  larger 
perspective,  but  the  data  doesn’t 
suport  it.  To  me  what  is  political  is 
that  to  bean  alcoholic  is  to  have  no 
power  and  no  control.  You  are  at 
the  mercy  of  other  people.  But 
whatever  the  reasons  for  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  alcoholism,  recovery  is 
an  empowering  political  thing  to 
do,  and  to  help  other  people  do. 
When  they  are  sober,  people  can 
look  at  their  lives  and  perhaps 
make  a  eontibution  to  the  world.” 

From  talking  to  the  women  at 
CASPAR’S  Women’s  Alcoholism 
Program,  I  got  an  overall  impres¬ 
sion  of  an  agency  that  is  managing 
to  successfully  combine  the  best  of 
several  different  worlds:  lesbian 
liberation;  feminism;  Alcoholics 
Anonymous;  government  fund¬ 
ing;  and  traditional  social  services. 
Hopefully,  they  are  serving  as  a 
model  for  other  agencies  around 
the  country,  and  lesbians  in  more 


and  more  communities  will  he  able 
to  find  facilities  as  open  to  them 
as  CASPAR’S. 

Alcoholism  is  a  problem  in  the 
lesbian  community,  and  it  is  one 
that  no  one  can  deal  with  alone. 
The  community  as  a  whole  must 
take  part.  As  Margie  Adam  told 
me,  “The  disease  of  alcoholism  is 
much  more  complex  than  a  set  of 
politics.  The  devastation  of  alco¬ 
hol  and  drug  abuse  know  no 
boundaries,  and  no  matter  how 
politically  right-on  you  are.  you 
can  still  become  a  victim  of  them. 
What  a  feminist  can  do  is  to  offer 
supportive  environments  where 
people  wanting  to  live  sober  lives 
can  get  reinforced.” 

Cheryl  Qamar  will  be  giving  a 
workshop  on  "Lesbian  Alcohol¬ 
ics:  Fact  or  Fiction”  at  a  confer¬ 
ence  on  “Alcohol  and  Women’s 
I  ives”  to  he  held  at  the  Boston 
University  School  of  Nursing  on 
Saturday,  April  30th.  (Another 
workshop,  which  I  can’t  help  but 
mention,  is  entitled  “Could 
Holistic  Health  and  Feminist 
Therapy  Have  Saved  .lanis 
Joplin?”) 

CASPAR’S  general  information 
phone  number  is  (617)  661-1316. 
Their  new  address  is  6  Camellia 
Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 
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RUCK  ME!  RUCK  ME! 


Albany  Law  24.  Johnson  State  0 
B'twn  A  s  60,  Vlly  Women  A  s  0 
B'twn  C's  8.  Cornell  6 
Boston  A  s  14.  Cornell  0 
Brown  10.  Boston  B  s  0 

Burlington  20.  Albany  Law  0 
Hrtfd  wld  roses  B-side  52.  Vassar  0 
Pod  land  34.  Bowdoin  0 
U.R.I.  10.  Boston  0 


TOURNAMENTS 
At  M.l.T.: 

M.l.T.  16.  Princeton  10 
U  M.O.  6,  Princeton  0 
U.M.O.  4.  M.l.T.  0  (finals) 


At  Yale: 

Southern  Conn.  4.  Yale  0 
UConn  52.  S.  Conn.  0 
UConn  42.  Yale  0  (finals) 


BEANTOWN  SOFTBALL 

The  Beantown  Softball 
League  will  open  its  1983 
season  on  Saturday.  May  7  at 
Clemente  Field  in  the  Fenway. 
Local  bars  are  sponsoring  nine 
teams  and  they  include  Chaps. 
(1982  league  champion). 
Paradise.  Buddies.  Ramrod. 
1270  men.  1270  women.  Skip¬ 
pers.  Fantasy  and  the  Mailbox 
in  Worcester. 

The  game  schedule  for  open¬ 
ing  day  is  as  follows:  at 
12:30  1270  men  v.  Chaps,  at 
2:00  Buddies  v.  Ramrod,  at 
3:30  Mailbox  v  Skippers,  at 
5:00  1270  women  v.  Fantasy. 

—Information  gathered  by 
Ray  F idler. 


If  you  would  like  to  see  your 
women's  rugby  scores  listed  here 
each  week,  please  call  Hershey  at 
(617)  426-4469  on  Monday  or  Tues¬ 
day. 
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Salmagundi 
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Passionate  Pair 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  3 


Robinson  shows  insight,  sensitivity,  compassion  and 
gives  astute  advice  in  the  letters  he  exchanges  with  an 
undergraduate  whom  he  helps  to  bring  out.  He  is  also 
acutely  aware  of  the  moral  complexity  and  profes¬ 
sional  responsibility  in  such  an  encounter.  Yet,  even 
to  the  final  grace  note  of  self-criticism,  he  expresses 
such  satisfaction  with  his  conduct  that  it  mars  the 
whole. 

Two  final  pieces  merit  praise  and  study.  George 
Chauncey’s  dense  and  careful  study  of  the  medical 
reconceptualization  of  female  deviance  is  an  excellent 
example  of  the  fine  detailed  work  now  being  done  in 
gay  history.  John  Boswell’s  essay,  “Revolutions, 
Universal  and  Sexual  Categories,”  is  a  major  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  ongoing  heated  and  important  debate 
over  the  most  basic  categories  to  be  used  in  thinking 
about  gay  history.  I  disagree  with  some  of  his  points, 
but  respectfully. 


The  heavies  have  moved  in — many  lightweights, 
too.  Let  them  move  on.  With  the  few  significant 
exceptions  noted,  this  volume  is  a  dud,  and  worse.  If 
this  is  the  emblem  of  academic  and  literary  respect¬ 
ability,  we  don’t  need  it.  Let  us  welcome  the  Blaus 
and  the  Alters,  not  because  they  agree  with  us — we 
don’t  agree  with  each  other—  but  because  they  know 
of  what  they  write  and  they  stimulate  dialogue.  Some 
of  the  bad  writing  here,  though  not  the  worst,  is  also 
by  gays.  Still,  it  remains  true  that  the  academic  liber¬ 
ation  of  the  homosexuals  must  largely  be  the  work  of 
the  homosexuals  themselves.  I  recommend  to  no  one 
that  she  read  this  volume  from  cover  to  cover  as  I 
have  had  to  do.  I  subscribed  to  Salmagundi  in  order 
to  obtain  this  issue.  After  such  bloated  prose,  ignor¬ 
ant  writing,  and  irresponsible  editing,  I  am  glad  my 
subscription  has  run  out. 


Auden 


Continued  from  Book  Review  page  4 

mystical  psychology,  D.H.  Lawrence’s  leader- 
worship,  Marxism — before  settling  on  Anglicanism, 
leaving  behind  him  a  trail  of  cigarette  ashes  and  emp¬ 
ty  wine  bottles,  always  with  the  apparent  zeal  of  a 
true  believer,  but  in  reality  mainly  in  search  of  jargon 
with  whith  to  stuff  his  poems.  While  he  claimed  to 
take  the  Church  seriously,  it  was  really  no  different 
except  that  its  childhood  associations  reminded  him 
of  his  mother,  whom  he  adored.  He  was  capable  of 
travestying  both  in  later  life,  saying  of  himself, 
“Your  mother  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life.  If  she 
be  lifted  up,  she  will  lift  up  all  men  unto  her.” 

Chester  seems  to  have  been  no  less  complicated, 
though  he  never  quite  emerges  from  the  shadows  of 
Carpenter’s  book.  This  is  a  pity,  for  he  was  certainly 
important  in  Auden’s  life,  but  probably  doesn’t  rate 
a  biography  of  his  own.  A  poet  himself,  he  found  it 
difficult  being  married  to  one  of  the  greatest  poets  in 
the  English  language;  of  course  he  never  managed  to 
establish  an  independent  reputation.  Cyril  Connolly 
once  asked  him;  “How  does  it  feel  to  be  Alice  B. 
Toklas  to  Gertrude  Stein?”  Auden  raged:  “I  shan’t 
rest  until  Cyril  Connolly  is  either  dead  or  in  a  lunatic 


asylum”  (p.  316).  Unfortunately,  Chester  lacked 
Alice’s  self-possession  and  strength.  When  Auden 
died,  he  drank  himself  to  death  in  a  year  and  a  half. 

At  my  age  (thirty-two)  I’m  no  longer  looking  for 
gay  father-figures  or  role  models,  yet  I  have  to  admit 
that  in  the  end  Auden  disappoints  me.  The  drinking, 
the  slovenliness,  the  ambivalence  about  his  gayness, 
and  the  retreat  into  religion  are  all  depressing.  There 
are,  of  course,  the  poems — a  fat  collected  volume — 
the  essays,  and  the  libretti;  and  I  suppose  they  ought 
to  be  enough  to  counterbalance  the  frequent  dreari¬ 
ness  of  his  life.  Auden  himself  thought  so,  and  said  in 
1965  that  his  life  had,  “so  far,  been  unusually 
happy”  (p.  455).  And  Carpenter  closes  his  acknowl¬ 
edgements,  and  the  book,  by  thanking  “Auden  him¬ 
self  for  living  a  life  that  has  been  such  a  pleasure  to 
write  about”  (p.  482).  I  mustn’t  forget  that  most  lives 
have  their  share  of  dreariness,  and  that  Auden  lived 
(as  we  all  still  do)  in  a  society  that  insisted  that 
homosexuals  were  degenerates.  Like  so  many  of  our 
gay  Elder  Statesmen,  Auden  managed  not  only  to 
survive  but  to  succeed,  and  he  emerges  from  Carpen¬ 
ter’s  pages  defiantly,  often  exuberantly,  human. 
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result  from  them. 

For  a  book  that  contains  murder,  sado-maso¬ 
chism,  and  relationship.  The  Rose  Exterminator  is 
curiously  lacking  in  passion.  Carney  has  a  stately, 
dense  prose  style  that  at  times  seems  far  more 
thoughtful  than  the  material  permits.  And,  contrary 
to  Wilde’s  dictum,  for  all  of  the  thinking  the  story  is 
very  much  a  tragedy.  The  Real  Thing  begins  with  an 
epigram  from  Laclos’  Les  Liaisons  Dangereuses  (a 
book  that  is  both  thoughtful  and  funny),  and  I  think 
that  he  means  both  that  novel  and  The  Rose  Exter¬ 
minator  to  be  studies  of  human  psychology.  The 
problem  here  is  that  he  has  too  much  to  say  and  not 
enough  examples  to  what  he  is  speaking  about.  I  sus¬ 
pect  that  he  chose  the  S/M  scene  because  it  exempli¬ 
fies  an  extreme  in  behavior  and  the  detective  genre 
because  it  tells  a  good  story.  The  problem  is  that  he 
stints  us  on  both  counts.  There  is  very  little  feeling 
for  sexuality  in  the  book  (and  almost  no  descriptions 
— and  let’s  face  it,  who  wants  to  read  a  book  about 
S/M  that  has  no  explicit  sex  in  it?),  and  his  detective 
plot  unwinds  very  slowly  and  somewhat  predictably. 

The  Rose  Exterminator  is  not  an  uninteresting 
book,  but  I’m  afraid  it  is  not  as  interesting  as  it  first 
appears.  Carney  has  a  decidedly  downbeat  approach 
to  human  nature  and  relationships.  It  is  tragic 
because  his  characters  struggle  against  their  own 
(human)  limitations,  and  most  of  their  activities  (sex¬ 
ual  and  otherwise)  seem  to  comprise  the  acting  out  of 
that  struggle.  The  book  is  more  thoughtful  than  most 
being  published  today,  but  as  a  novel  it  is  passionless 
and  difficult  to  move  through  or  relate  to. 
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Continued from  page  6 

homophobia  is  seen  as  the  prob¬ 
lem,  noi  I  he  presence  of  lesbians. 
Says  Norma  Finkelstein,  "Every 
once  in  a  while  we  have  issues  be¬ 
tween  lesbians  and  heterosexuals 
at  the  house  we  run.  We  usually 
respond  by  holding  a  discussion  of 
sexuality.  We  arc  a  tradilionally- 
structured  agency,  but  we  arc  try¬ 
ing  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  wo¬ 
men.  Our  house  is  a  total  group 
setting,  and  we've  learned  to  try  to 
be  very  open  with  women  who 
come  front  many  different  back¬ 
grounds.  We  may  have  a  woman 
who  is  fifty  years  old  from  South 
Boston  who  is  terribly  homophob¬ 
ic.  But  we’ve  found  that  she  can 
live,  become  friends,  with,  and 
help  a  lesbian  woman,  and  vice 
versa.  For  the  most  part,  I’nt 
pleased  that  we  can  do  this  in  the 
residential  setting.  We  don’t  see 
the  presence  of  lesbians  in  the 
house  as  a  problem.  We’ve  had 
other  types  of  conflicts  in  the 
house  too,  for  example,  racism.  If 
•  we  were  jsut  treating  feminist  and 
non-racist  women,  we  wouldn’t  be 
treating  very  much  of  the  world.” 

Feminism  seems  to  be  very 
much  the  philosophy  of  the 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 
even  though  the  agency  is  tradi¬ 
tionally  structured  and  govern¬ 


ment-funded.  Says  Norma.  “Our 
overriding  philosophy  is  to  com¬ 
bine  feminism  with  some  under¬ 
standing  of  alcoholism,  and  to  try 
to  empower  women  to  lakceonirol 
of  their  lives  instead  of  letting  their 
drinking  control  them." 

Norma  doesn’t  feel  that  a  global 
political  analysis  of  alcoholism  is 
possible,  “l  ots  of  people  would 
love  to  put  alcoholism  in  a  larger 
perspective,  but  the  data  doesn’t 
suport  it.  To  me  what  is  political  is 
that  to  bean  alcoholic  is  to  have  no 
power  and  no  control.  You  are  at 
the  mercy  of  other  people.  But 
whatever  the  reasons  for  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  alcoholism,  recovery  is 
an  empowering  political  thing  to 
do,  and  to  help  other  people  do. 
When  they  arc  sober,  people  can 
look  at  their  lives  and  perhaps 
make  a  contibution  to  the  world.” 

From  talking  to  the  women  at 
CASPAR’S  Women’s  Alcoholism 
Program,  I  got  an  overall  impres¬ 
sion  of  an  agency  that  is  managing 
to  successfully  combine  the  best  of 
several  different  worlds:  lesbian 
liberation;  feminism;  Alcoholics 
Anonymous;  government  fund¬ 
ing;  and  traditional  social  services. 
Hopefully,  they  are  serving  as  a 
model  for  other  agencies  around 
the  country,  and  lesbians  in  more 


and  more  communities  will  be  able 
to  find  facilities  as  open  to  them 
as  CASPAR’S. 

Alcoholism  is  a  problem  in  the 
lesbian  community,  and  it  is  one 
that  no  one  can  deal  with  alone. 
The  community  as  a  whole  must 
take  part.  As  Margie  Adam  told 
me,  "The  disease  of  alcoholism  is 
much  more  complex  than  a  set  of 
politics.  The  devastation  of  alco¬ 
hol  and  drug  abuse  know  no 
boundaries,  and  no  matter  how 
politically  right-on  you  arc,  you 
can  still  become  a  victim  of  them. 
What  a  feminist  can  do  is  to  offer 
supportive  environments  where 
people  wanting  to  live  sober  lives 
can  get  reinforced.” 

Cheryl  Qamar  will  be  giving  a 
workshop  on  “Lesbian  Alcohol¬ 
ics:  Fact  or  Fiction”  at  a  confer¬ 
ence  on  “Alcohol  and  Women’s 
Lives”  to  he  held  at  the  Boston 
University  School  of  Nursing  on 
Saturday,  April  ,10th.  (Another 
workshop,  which  I  can’t  help  but 
mention,  is  entitled  “Could 
Holistic  Health  and  Feminist 
Therapy  Have  Saved  Janis 
Joplin?”) 

CASPAR’S  general  information 
phone  number  is  (617)  661-1116. 
Their  new  address  is  6  Camellia 
Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA  02119. 


ruck  ME!  RUCK  ME! 
GIVE  ME  A  TRY!! 


Albany  Law  24.  Johnson  State  0 
B'twn  A  s  60.  Vlly  Women  A  s  0 
B'twn  C's  8.  Cornell  6 
Boston  A  s  14.  Cornell  0 
Brown  10.  Boston  B's  0 

Burlington  20.  Albany  Law  0 
Hrtfd  wld  roses  B-side  52.  Vassar  0 
Portland  34.  Bowdoln  0 
U.R.I.  10.  Boston  0 


TOURNAMENTS 

At  M.l.T.: 

M.l.T.  16.  Princeton  10 
U.M.O.  6.  Princeton  0 
U.M.O.  4.  M.l.T.  0  (finals) 


At  Yale: 

Southern  Conn.  4.  Yale  0 
UConn  52.  S.  Conn.  0 
UConn  42.  Yale  0  (finals) 


BEANTOWN  SOFTBALL 

The  Beantown  Softball 
League  will  open  its  1983 
season  on  Saturday.  May  7  at 
Clemente  Field  in  the  Fenway. 
Local  bars  are  sponsoring  nine 
teams  and  they  include  Chaps. 
(1982  league  champion). 
Paradise.  Buddies.  Ramrod. 
1270  men.  1270  women.  Skip¬ 
pers.  Fantasy  and  the  Mailbox 
in  Worcester. 

The  game  schedule  for  open¬ 
ing  day  is  as  follows:  at 
12:30  1270  men  v.  Chaps,  at 
2:00  Buddies  v.  Ramrod,  at 
3:30  Mailbox  v.  Skippers,  at 
5:00  1270  women  v.  Fantasy 

—Information  gathered  by 
Ray  Fidler. 


If  you  would  like  to  see  your 
women's  rugby  scores  listed  here 
each  week,  please  call  Hershey  at 
(617)  426-4469  on  Monday  or  Tues¬ 
day. 
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PRETTY  BUT  CAN  HE  TYPE  —  BORN  AGAIN  PAGAN  —  BORN 
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You  may  not  realize  it,  bat  GCN  receives  only  a  small  percentage  on 
newsstand  sales.  Of  the  60‘  you  pay,  we  get  only  29*;  the  distributor  and 
newsstand  get  the  rest.  Because  it  costs  GCN  about  50*  to  produce  each 
copy  we  lose  2IC  on  each  newsstand  copy.  Why  do  we  sell  on  the  stand? 
To  attract  more  subscribers  through  increased  visibility  ,  and  because 
many  people  can’t  risk  receiving  GCN  in  the  mail.  So,  if  you  can 
subscribe,  please  do:  it  is  your  subscription  dollars  lhal  support  GCN 

most  directly  and  enable  us  to  bring  you  the  news,  each  and  every  week. 
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Classifieds^ 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
It  seems  to  Brookline 
you  have  fled. 

Who  would  have  thought 
this  would  have  led 
To  such  a  lofty  relocation? 

I  guess  it  must  be  fascination 
of  the  new  and  better  off  — 

Of  cough,  of  cough. 

Achew  eschew  a  Jew? 

Alas,  Alas  and  wail  away. 

Chaucer  never  saw  this  day. 

No  Wife  of  Bath  be  thee 
but  wife  of  leak,  eternally. 

No  wonder  the  move 
no  push  nor  shove 
but  layers  of  love  on  love 
and  steel  fist  in  the  velvet  glove. 

Now,  put  that  in  your  pipe  and 
smoke  it. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 
Your  hair  is  gorgeous 
You  look  terrific 
I  wish  we  could  see  you 
is  that  specific??? 

Let  us  know  when  you'll  be  back  and 
we  can  steam  some  wonderful  veggies 
together^  . . 

WHAT'S  UP,  TIGER  LILY? 
Stamens  and  pistils 
and  all  that  stuff 
rrrufff,  rrrufff. 

Why  don't  ya  come  up  and  see  me 
sometime???  I  got  a  whole  bag  of 
pistachio  nuts  we  could  crack  together. 
PussyCat.  (41) 

HI,  DRIP  DRY 

So  what  if  the  washing  machine  gets 
tired?  We  could  rub-a-dub  in  the  tub  . . . 
OK?  Squeaky  Clean  (41) 

Please  help  me  find  Fay's  "Friend." 
Where  R-U-woman?  We  mel  at  Pot  Luck 
Supper  weeks  ago.  U,  Fay  &  I  shared 
ashtray  all  night.  U  joked  about  where  U 
emptied  it!  I  had  to  straighten  a  few 
things  out  in  my  life. to  be  fair  to  U! 
Never  anticipated  it  would  be  so  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  U  or  take  so  long.  Looked  4 
U  where  U  said  U  went  dancing  —  only 
right  up  the  street  from  me,  but  U 
weren't  there!  Hopefully  someone  will 
let  U  know  I  want  to  talk  w/U  ASAP. 
Please  call  &  let  me  know  one  way  or 
the  other.  Your  butt  holder,  "Ashtray” 
584-3670.  (41) 

Princess,  i  can  never  undo  all  the  things 
i've  done,  never  make  up  for  the  pain 
i've  caused  you.  All  i  can  do  is  promise 
never  to  let  it  happen  again.  I  love  to 
love  you  ....  I  need  you  to  love  me.  (41) 
Interested  in  starting  a  group  for  les¬ 
bians  who  have  been  victims  of  the 
mental  health  system.  Please  call  Ann 
522-0587.  (42) 

This  prof  GWF  is  very  interested  in 
meeting  GF,  25-35  in  the  Boston-Cape 
Cod  area.  This  woman  will  be  preppy, 
witty,  self-assured,  non-butch,  under¬ 
standing  of  the  straight  world  & 
capable  of  admitting  vulnerability. 
Someone  to  grow  comfortable  with. 
GCN  Box  659.  (42) 

GWM  32  Ikng  for  uncut  GM  20-50  must 
be  clean.  I'm  5'6"  brwn  hr.  Send  tel  #  & 
photo,  no  ferns.  Boston  &  N.  Shore 
area.  All  ads  contacted.  GCN  Box  657. 

_ (42) 

Are  you  out  there?  Do  you  need  to 
laugh,  need  to  cry,  need  to  talk.  So  do  I. 
There  must  be  a  better  way  of  meeting 
new  people  other  than  in  bars,  I  hope 
this  is  it.  GF  30+  Ikng  for  ....??? 
When  I  find  it  I’ll  know.  If  you  feel  the 
same,  let's  talk  over  dinner.  GCN  Box 
658;  (43) 

WebWork,  a  contact  and  friendship  net¬ 
work  for  women-identified  women  in 
New  England.  Send  SASE  to  Box  131-G, 
Calais,  ME 04619.  (44) 


OLD-TIME  GCNers 

Former  staff  members,  editors,  board 
members,  volunteers,  writers.  We  want 
to  put  you  on  our  10th  Birthday  Mailing 
List  to  keep  you  informed  of  our  plans 
as  they  unfold.  Send  yr  current  name 
and  address  to  “10TH  BIRTHDAY  COM¬ 
MITTEE",  GCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111.  This  week  we  want 
to  hear  from  the  founders  and  early 
workers  on  the  paper  —  anyone  from 
the  Meetinghouse  Days!  If  you  have  old 
photos,  memorabilia,  documents,  or 
funny  stories,  send  them  to  our  Birth¬ 
day  Committee  Chairperson,  Eric  Rofes 
at  74r  Fayerweather  Street,  Cambridge, 
MA  02138.  All  items  will  be  preserved, 
displayed,  and  returned  (if  you  wish)  or 
included  in  the  soon-to-be-established 
GCN  Archives! _ _ 

ARE  YOU  MY  TYPE? 

GWM  25.  gdlkng.  5'8",  138,  muscular 
swimmers  build,  sks  friends  8  sex 
w/men  who  have  chronic  hepatitis  B  (or 
are  immune).  You're  20-40,  preferably 
beefcake  but  not  fat  (150-225),  sexually 
aggressive,  no  beard.  Paul  423-1 193.(39) 

S  &  M  Phone  Sex 

The  Nation's  First  S  &  M  Hotline 
A  unigue  telephone  experience 
Call  the  Connecter  (415)  346-8747.  (42) 

BY  MY  MISTRESS'  PERMISSION 
This  submiss  heavy  GF  sks  F  dom  for 
leather  scenes,  SM,  humil,  FF.  Wld  love 
to  worship  yr  blk  leather  boots  8  Irn  to 
serve  you.  My  limits  can  be  expanded 
by  a  tough  sexy  mistress.  Relationship 
possible.  GCN  Box  652.  (42?) 

Italian-lrish  GM  39  6'  175  lbs  dark  hair  8 
mustashed  quiet  computer  prf  new  to 
gay  scene  8  skng  handsome  yng  man 
for  friendship  8  affection  Honest  8 
sincere  reply  GCN  Box  653.  (43) 


Susanne  in  Ann  Arbor! 

Happy  B'Day  (just  a  bit  late).  Been 
thinking  about  you  a  lot,  hope  you  had  a 
good  one.  Any  plans  to  come  east? 

—  much  love,  wee 


CELEBRATE  GCN'S  10TH  BIRTHDAY 
The  big  celebration  is  Friday  Night, 
June  17  at  the  YWCA  in  Copley  Square, 
Boston.  Please  come  to  Boston  for  the 
party  and  the  other  special  events! 

National  gay  contact  club  —  men  and 
women.  SASE:  Dean  Enterprises  PO 
Box  26044  San  Jose,  CA  95159.  Low- 
rates.  Confidential.  Must  be  1 8  +  .  (38) 


Good  Ikng,  farm  living  student-teacher 
29  would  like  to  meet  a  good  man  who 
wants  to  live  the  good  life.  D.M.C.S., 
RFD  #1,  Box  292  A,  Houlton,  ME  04730. 

(40) 

WHERE  R  U? 

GWM  35  sks  frnds  8  Ivr.  6'  175  br/br 
mstch,  warm,  Ivng,  consid,  senstv,  not 
into  brs,  mny  varied  ints,  vy  hnst,  U  b  2. 
Thanks  hv  a  gd  day.  GCN  Box  654.  (40) 

Non-visible  disabilities  8  chronic  ill¬ 
nesses  support  group  for  lesbians  now 
forming.  Boston  area.  628-9777  or 
628-7371  for  more  info.  (40) 

T-SHIRT  FREAKS 

GCN'S  special  10th  birthday  T-Shirt 
(and  poster)  will  be  availabe  on  May  1. 
Watch  the  paper  for  details! 

TRANSSEXUALS 

Support  group  forming  for  female-to- 
male  8  male-to-female  transsexuals,  at 
all  points  in  our  transitions.  Being 
started  by  transsexuals  s'o  we  can 
share  experiences,  problems  8  solu¬ 
tions  in  a  comfortable  atmosphere.  No 
cost.  Janice,  AM  or  early  eves  497-6323 
or  write  GCN  Box  656.  (41) 

NORTH  SHORE  AREA 
GWM  36  57,  135  yng  Ikng  sks  slim  GM 
affectionate,  romantic,  varied  ints.  PO 
Bx  684  Beverly,  MA  01915.  (41) 

GF  21  fairly  new  to  Boston's  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  wd  like  to  meet  gay  people  8 
have  a  good  time  around  Boston. 
Interested  in  younger  8  older  persons 
alike.  GCN  Box  65T _  (40) 

GOT  A  NOSE  FOR  NEWS? 

AN  EYE  FOR  VIEWS? 

You  too  can  become  a  counterculture 
Clark  Kent  and/or  Lois  Lane.  GCN  is 
looking  for  a  few  good  news  reporters 
to  cover  city  and  regional  beats  outside 
of  our  own  little  Boston.  We  can't  pay 
you  a  cent,  but  you'll  get  a  nifty  press 
card  and  all  the  social-climbing  advan¬ 
tages  of  being  able  to  identify  yourself 
as  a  reporter  for  GCN!  All  this  PLUS 
you’ll  get  to  talk  to  the  charming  anc 
suave  news  editor.  Don't  wait!  Call  or 
write  today!!  Contact  Sue  at  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  02111  or  dial  (617) 
426-4469. 


HELP  KEEP  ABORTION  LEGAL! 
The  Coalition  for  Reproductive 
Freedom  is  sponsoring  a  pro-choice 
poster  campaign  on  the  city  subway 
system.  A  donation  of  $7  will  keep  one 
pro-choice  poster  on  the  MBTA  for  a 
month.  Contributions  should  be  sent  to 
the  Coalition  for  Reproductive 
Freedom,  P.O.  Box  686,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130. _ (c) 

STAVO-LOCA: 

;Te  echo  de  menos  muchisimo!  Nos 
vemos  pronto.  Hasta  entonces: 
;muchos  besos  y  guaguishes!  PUTITO. 

_ M 

Roses  are  red 
Violets  are  bluish 
It's  exciting  to  be 
Both  gay  and  Jewish 
I  know  it's  peculiar 
But  I  wanna  cheer. 

Le't  s  hear  it  for  ethnic 
Let  s  hear  iHor  queer! 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
number  in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St,  5th  FI,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  Attention:  Classifieds  Box 


ROOMMATES _ 

JP  —  feminist  womon  wanted,  warm, 
supportive,  healing  hs.  Play,  hugs,  8 
feelings  shared.  Individual  space  8 
quiet  respected.  Veggie.  Chemical,  pet 
free.  522-1209.  Keep  trying!  (41) 

Gay  woman  seeks  same  to  share  quiet 
2  br  Watertown  apt  on  T  175  +  ,  no  pets, 
available  immed.  926-6045  eves.  (41) 

Roomies:  Boston's  gay  8  lesbian  room¬ 
mate  referral  discreet  8  convenient.  No 
fee  for  listing.  Minimal  fee  for  finding. 
Confidential  profiling  assures  match. 
731-0332  between  6  8  10  pnr+  (41) 

LESBO 

Veg  nsmk  L  sks  2  L  for  spac  3  bdrm  apt, 
secure  bldg  in  JP  wood  firs  porches.  1 
blk  frm  T  nr  parks  8  laundry  117+  avail 
May  1.524-3513  til  12  midnite  Joyce. (41) 
HISTORIC  SEASIDE  APT 
GWM  25  skng  rmmt  to  share  nice  2 
bdrm  apt  in  Salem  MA  3  frpls  exposed 
brick/beam  ocean  view  1808  historic 
hse  $215  +  Vi  util  Rick  (617)  741-0006. 

_ _ _ (42) 

JP  coop  hsld  sks  woman  for  May  1 
opening  summer  sub  w/fall  option  Irg 
home  nr  T  8  pond  180+  522-7466  or 

Lisa  732-1260. _ (42) 

Quiet,  prof  GM  28  sks  rmte  to  share  apt 
in  Wat.  Ari,  Bel  area.  Wd  move  into  ex¬ 
isting  apt,  have  one  cat.  Lkng  to  move 
7/1.  Dan  628-5637.  (42) 


GM  RMTE  WNTD,  POSS  RELT 
Arl,  priv  home  Ikng  4  reltshp,  me  47. 
6’6’'  185  ave  Iks  beer  levi  smk  type  U 
25-35  ave  Iks  slim.  150/mo  +  Vi  util, 
must  hip  paint  8  clean.  646-0303. _ (42) 

SUMMER  SUBLET 

3  LF  23+  sk  4th  LF  to  sublet  rm  in  4 
bdrm  apt.  6/1-8/31.  Som.  nr  Inman  Sq. 
$190+  util.  No  smkg.  pets  776-2007. 
Keep  trying.  (41) 

CANCER.  PISCES.  TAURUS.  SCORPIO'’ 
Prof  LF  38  sks  warm,  flex  mature  LF  for 
v  attrac  Bri/Bro  3  bd  apt.  Yd.  carptg. 
WD,  pkg  $350  me  all.  Shd  enjoy  occ  in¬ 
teract  w/a  child  who  Iv  w/dad,  visit  me. 
Cld  be  LF  w/sim  situation.  787-1890  eve 
8  wknds.  6/1.  (41) 

2L  sk  1-2L  rmtes  for  sunny  spacious  3rd 
fl  Victorian  hse  W8D  no  cigs  or  pets 
Brookline  safe  area  nr  T  8  shops  $210 
inc  heat.  Avail  now.  566-2153  eve: 
267-0300  days.  Peg.  (41) 

Very  spacious,  attractive  LF  hse. 
Garden,  frpl,  yd,  12  min  walk  to  Hvd  Sq. 
Share  semi'-veg  food.  For  May  8  June. 
Nancy,  Emily  782-0599.  (42) 

Prof  emplyd  M,  new  to  area,  Ikng  to 
share  house/apt.  Location:  West  of  8 
incldng  Newton.  Jon  (215)  222-2704  or  Iv 

mes s  at  (215)  336-3893. _ (42) 

GWF  sks  2  GF  prof  nonsmkg  for 
beautiful  mod  apt  in  Brookline.  No  pkng 
but  nr  T  $165  htd  avail  6/1  no  pol  actv 
pis  738-0630  after  7  pm. _ (42) 

Watertown  hse  of  4  GM  sks  a  mature  in¬ 
telligent  8  enthusiastic  5th  to  live  in 
supportive  cooperative  environment. 
June  1.923-0695. _ (38) 

2  LFs  sk  rmte  for  beaut  JP  apt  1  blk  frm 
Pond.  Frndly  indep  resp  hsehold.  205 
+  .  Brand/Bonnie  522-5461  or  522-4321. 
_ (37) 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Phone  Sex 

A  unique  telephone  experience 
connecting  gay  men  together 
around  the  world  (415)  346-8747. _ (42) 

RESORTS _ 

P’TOWN  CONDO 

Cozy  1  bed  duplex  in  East  End  on  Brad¬ 
ford  fully  furnished  8  equipt  except 
towels  8  sheets.  Quiet  location  pkng 
$175/wk  in  May,  $225/wk  in  June, 
$250/wk  July.  Max  2  people,  small  sec 
dep  req.  (617)  236-1 292. _ (42) 

THE  RETREAT 
Formerly  Falls  Village  Inn 
A  place  for  women,  rooms  in  old  col¬ 
onial  home,  3  fireplaces,  pool,  tennis 
court,  woods,  river,  reasonable  rates. 
Women  owned  and  managed 
For  resv  call  (203)  824-7479 

(44) 

SUMMER  IN  PROVINCETOWN 
Deluxe  turn  1  ($4500)  or  2  ($5500)  bdrm 
apt  avail  May  15  thru  Oct  10  w/liv  rm  kit 
large  deck  overlkng  Commercial  St  nr 
boatslip  waterview  ref  req.  Lowell  after 
6  pm  (61 7)  426-4072. _ (4b 

Gabriel's  104  Bradford  St,  Province- 
town,  MA  (617)  487-3232.  For  women  8 
their  friends.  Guestrooms  8  effeciency 
apts.  Hot  tub.  1  blk  frjn  entr  of  town. 
Open  year  round. _ _ _ (TN) 

SUMMER  IN  SF8  ROOM  AVAIL 
Safe  sunny  flat  nr  Womens  Dist.  Prel 
Jewish  woman  —  must  be  fastidious,  a 
balabustah.  Avail  June-Sept  will  rent 
tor  any  part.  L  Salen.  235  Elsie  St.  SF. 
CA  951 10  (41) 

Martha's  Vineyard 
By  day  wk  season  May  thru  Oct. 

For  info  send  biz  size  SASE  to: 

PO  Box  993  Oak  Bluffs.  MA  02557. 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Cozy  rooms  for  lesbians  8  gay  men  in 
our  1820  village  home.  Closing  Mar.  15 

—  May  15.  Thanks  to  our  winter  guests 

-  -  see  you  in  summer.  Dave  8  Mike. (43) 

WANTED _ 

NO  MORE  SOS! 

Gtr  8  drums  seek  bass,  str/keys, 
vocalist  for  women's  rock  band  into 
originals/covers,  some  politics  Diane 
497-011  7  eves  wknds  or  Anne  471-7772 
now  is  the  time!  (42) 


RIDES _ 

LF  sks  rider(s)  to  SF  in  June.  Low 
budget,  share  driving/expenses.  For  in¬ 
fo  (617)  782-8025  or  (207)  772-1515. 
Route,  travel  time,  stops  negotiable. (43) 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

WOMYN'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
Coastal  Maine  —  funky,  comfortbl, 
reas  rates:  work  exch  avail.  Make  reserv 
early!  Write  Sea  Gnomes'  Home  Box  33 
Stonington,  ME  04681  for  brochure.  (TN) 

Spending  a  wkend  in  NYC?  Stay  at 
Womyn's  Bed  and  breakfast,  located 
central  Manhattan.  Pvt  bdrm.  shared 
bth  $18  single,  $20  dble.  Reservations: 
(212)794-8645.  _  (43) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 

No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  8  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  661-2958. 

_ (23) 

FOR  SALE _ 

BETTE  MIDLER  PHOTOS! 
Gorgeous  original  photos  taken  at  her 
Boston  concert.  Many  to  choose  from. 
Glace  277-4084  between  6  8  9  pm.  (42) 

GAY  COMPUTER  GAME 
Vapor  Palace  like  a  hot  time  at  the 
baths.  For  most  home  computers.  For 
information  send  SASE.  Bananasoft  PO 
Box  23118  Seatt le.  WA  981 02.  (42) 


HERPES  RELIEF^, 

Revolutionary  Breakthrough! 
Relieve  painful  Herpes  lesions 

NOW! 

Medical  Authorities  Recommend 
The  Active  Ingredient  In 

AMINON 

To  Suppress  Outbreaks  Of 
Genital  and  Oral  Herpes 
BONUS:  Free  Booklet! 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 
Free  Delivery!  $5.95/Bottle 
AMINON  Products,  Box  28021D 
Webster  Groves,  MO  63119 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

GAY  RE  BROKER  SKS  PARTNER 
I  have  extensive  listings  in  Boston 
downtown  8  Cambridge  areas.  Looking 
for  a  partner  M  or  F  to  work  actively  in 
RE  sales,  rentals  this  spring  8  summer. 
Part  time  OK:  Box  150.  104  Charles  St. 
Boston.  MA  02114.  (41) 


Publisher  sks  short  fiction  8  full-length 
bks  for  new  gay  book  publishing  pro¬ 
gramme  Also  gay  travel  articles  8  non- 
porno  male  photos  for  use  as  illustra 
tions.  Spartacus.  PO  Box  3496.  1001  AG 
Amsterdam^  Netherlands  (3x) 


DO  YOU  LIKE  KIDS? 

I  m  Ikng  for  people  to  work  w/kids 
Some  individually,  some  in  grps,  in  my 
home  8  at  concerts,  meetings,  etc. 
$5/hr.  Call  for  details,  best  time  8AM- 
11AM  or  eves.  Barb  523-3772.  (c) 

HELP  WANTED:  GCN'S  advertising 
dept  is  looking  for  sales  representa¬ 
tives.  Flexible  hours.  Commission  on 
ill  sales.  Ideal  for  students,  person 
loking  for  supplemental  income.  Con- 
ict  Hershey  at  426-4469  BUT  WAIT! 

■  HERE'S  MORE  .  .  . 


PRE-VOCATIONAL  SUPERVISOR 

Psycho-social  rehabilitation  clubhouse 
for  adult  former  mental  patients  sks 
supervisor  for  pre-vocational  Food  Ser¬ 
vice  Unit.  Duties:  Supervision  of  mem¬ 
bers  in  Unit  8  vocational  counseling.  40 
hr  wk.  BA  in  Human  Services  8  2  yrs  ex¬ 
perience  working  in  mental  health  set¬ 
ting  or  4  yrs  experience  in  mental 
health  preferred.  Salary:  $10,000  per  yr 
with  liberal  benefits.  Starting  date: 
June  6,  1983.  Two  yr  commitment  re¬ 
quired.  Send  resumes  to:  Mary  C. 
Gregorio,  Director,  Center  Club,  48 
Boylston  St,  Boston  02116. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer  M/F  HC  Minority  individuals 
encouraged  to  apply. _  (41) 

PRO-CHOICE  ORGANIZATION 
Sks  office  manager-Admin  Tasks  8  Vol 
Coord  in  busy  office  1  yr  office  mgt  pref 
$10-11,000  8  full  benefits.  Call  MORAL 

720-1880.  _  (41) 

Mobilization  for  Survival  (Boston) 
needs  a  fulltime  staff  person  beginning 
June  1.  Major  emphasis  on  fundraising, 
with  some  administrative,  outreach  and 
organizing  responsibilities.  Political 
organizing  experience  required. 
Resumes  due  May  15.  Send  writing 
sample  and  resume  to:  Personnell 
Committee,  MFS,  727  Mass.  Ave.,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02 1 39. 

SERVICES _ _ 

INTERIOR  PAINTING 
Top  quality  workmanship,  reasonable 
prices.  Free  estimates.  Dave  or  Tom 

723-3641, _ (41) 

H  8  F  ASSOC  —  A  HEALING  TOUCH 
Therapeutic  massage  for  gay  men, 
women,  8  their  friends.  Deep  tissue 
Shiatsu,  Foot  Reflexology.  By  appt. 
Hadassah:  (617)  522-9164. _ (42) 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS 
Gay  8  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
now  forming  a  support  group  for  les¬ 
bians  in  close  relationships  with  incest 
survivors  (lovers,  friends,  family  mem¬ 
bers).  For  info  8  appt  call  GLCS,  (617) 
542-5188.  Sliding  fee  scale,  insurance 
accepted. _ (c) 

THERAPY  GROUPS  FOR  GAY  MEN 
Gay  8  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
now  forming  general  issues  8  coming 
out  therapy  groups  for  gay  men.  For  in¬ 
fo  8  appt  call  GLCS,  (617)  542-5188. 
Sliding  fee  scale,  insurance  accepted. 

(c) 


(43) 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers.  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St.,, 
5th  FI,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Business:  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50®  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1 .00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25®.  Headlines  50®  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1 .00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4  00  for  6  weeks, 
$6  00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

INSTRUCTION 

JUST  FRIENDS 

MOVERS 

PERSONALS 

REAL  ESTATE 

ROOMMATES 


APARTMENTS 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


FOR  SALE 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


Headlines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

First  4  lines . at  $  perwk.  $ 

Each  additional  line  at  $  perwk,  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00 
Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 


Name 

Address 


City 


State 


-Zip 


Phone 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 
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Classifieds- 

Custom  Furniture 
Designed  and  Built 
Joan  Friedman 
(617)  783  2298  Weekends 

(11/1) 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on  Bea¬ 
con  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail.  Barb, 
523-3772.  You'll  be  glad  you  called,  and 
so  will  your  very  special  child. _ _ 

Housekeeping.  Experienced,  reliable 

housecleaner.  Excellent  references. 

Bob  427-3829.  _  (43) 

INDIVIDUAL/COUPLE  THERAPY 
Clinical  Psychologist  PhD.  Mass  Lie 
Insurance  Accepted 
(617)  269-8382, 

_ _ _ 144) 

UNCENSORED  FILM  DEVELOPING 
Are  you  tired  of  being  told:  Our  lab 
won  t  do  that  type  of  processing?  Fed 
up  with  those  smirks,  grins  and  gig¬ 
gles?  We  deliver  hassle-free  developing 
for  all  types  of  film.  Fast  reliable  ser¬ 
vice  for  real  people  by  real  people.  Send 
SASE  for  info:  Copacetic  Studios  PO 
Box  405.  Fayville.  MA  01745.  (44) 

GAY  MEN  S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Has  openings.  Focus  is  on  self- 
awareness,  intimacy,  &  relationships. 
For  '  info  call  Francis  Giambrone 
451-1398  /  661-4070. 

WebWork.  a  contact  &  friendship  net¬ 
work  for  women  in  New  England.  Send 
SASE  to  Box  131-G,  Calais,  ME  04619. 

(41) 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Call  James  782-7615. _ (15) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

CLASSICAL  GUITAR  LESSONS 
Study  classical  style  &  rriusic  theory  for 
guitar  w/an  imaginative,  patient 
teacher.  All  levels.  Leave  message  for 
Emily,  Rmjl09,  491-6050.  (41) 

WOMEN'S  ACTING  CLASS 
Be  dramatic!  Let  yrself  out  on  Mon 
nights  May  16-June  27.  Co-taught  by 
Susie  Chancey  &  Michelle  Gabow  in 
Cambridge.  876-9170  or  522-7377.  (42) 

APARTMENTS _ 

SUBLET  OUR  HOME,  JUN  1-  SEP  1 
2  women  wanted  to  sublet  6  rm  furnsd 
duplex  nr  Tufts.  Nice  nbhd.  Vi  blk  to 
buses.  Sorry,  no  smokers,  no  pets.  $210 

each,  (61 7)  483-7373. _ (41) 

Dorchester,  nr  Red  Line,  2  GWM  rent 
furnished  rm  to  responsible  non-smkr. 
Use  of  kitchen  inc  washing  machine. 

$55/wk,  sec,  dep.  265-1559. _ (41] 

Dorchester  5  spacious  rms  front  &  back 
porches  off  st  pkng  avail,  $400/mo  inc 

heat,  ht  water.  288-1321  _  (41) 

Mat  prof  LF  sks  small  apt  in  or  nr  Cam¬ 
bridge  Sept-Mar.  Quiet  resp  (415) 
841-9415  eves  wknds. _ _ J43) 


ALL  APARTMENT  ADS.  even  if  you  rent 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  tor  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). 

Dorch  on  Red  Line  4  rm  apt  (1  or  2  bdrm) 
porch  yd.  sun,  hdwd  firs,  eat  in  kit. 
friendly  nbhd  $290  unhtd  436-0850  (41) 

F  Pret  for  apt  in  pvl  home  on  pond 
Must  be  working,  non-smkg  mat  indiv 
South  Shore  $  negotiable  331  6981 

(41) 

JOB  WANTED _ 

FORMER  TEACHER  B/A  DEGREE 
Am  38  sk  any  type  work.  Prefer  mgmt  or 
counselling  trainee  in  New  England 
area.  Jim  Gipson,  Sherwood  Rd. 
Sewanee.TN  37375.  (41) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

PAINT  THE  TOWN  LAVENDER 
Well,  not  really  lavender,  but  close.  We 
need  paint  rollers  &  pans,  paint  brushes 
(used  or  not)  and  eggshell/latex  paint. 
Please  call  Mike  for  info  on  possible 
colors  .  .  chartreuse  anyone??? 
426-4469  and  thank  you. 

MORE  ON  THE  PAINT 
GCN's  typesetter  doesn't  like  char¬ 
treuse.  doesn't  even  know  what  color  it 
is!!  Wants  some  soothing-color  paint 
to  calm  the  nerves! ! ! ! 

FULL  SPEED  AHEAD  BACKWARDS!! 
Once  more  we  request  your  help  in  sup¬ 
plying  back  issues  of  our  beloved  rag. 
Were  collecting  stuff  for  our  tenth 
birthday,  so  we  need  copies  of  the  older 
issues,  vols  1-4,  especially  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Vol  1:#25;  Vol  3:  #23,  26.  33.  41.  43. 
45-47.  51. 52:  Vol  4:  #1,3,  5,  6,  12,  48.  Let 
Mike  know  if  you  want  to  throw  any  of 
these  issues  our  way.  426-4469.  Thank 
you. _ 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Be  among  the  chosen 
few  for  whom  GCN  will  have  time  to 
perform  typesetting  wonders:  We  can 
typeset  your  resume,  flier,  brochure, 
newsletter.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Cindy 
or  Nancy  Wechsler  for  further  info. 

GOT  A  NOSE  FOR  NEWS? 

AN  EYE  FOR  VIEWS? 

You  too  can  become  a  counterculture 
Clark  Kent  and/or  Lois  Lane.  GCN  is 
looking  for  a  few  good  news  reporters 
to  cover  city  and  regional  beats  outside 
of  our  own  little  Boston.  We  can't  pay 
you  a  cent,  but  you'll  get  a  nifty  press 
card  and  all  the  social-climbing  advan¬ 
tages  of  being  able  to  identify  yourself 
as  a  reporter  for  GCN!  All  this  PLUS 
you'll  get  to  talk  to  the  charming  and 
suave  news  editor.  Don't  wait!  Call  or 
write  today!!  Contact  Sue  at  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  02111  or  dial  (617) 
426-4469. 


LET  THERE  BE  LIGHT! 

Various  GCN  staff  members  are  being 
subjected  to  flourescent  lights  against 
their  will.  Please  help  alleviate  this 
desperate  situation.  Please  send  us 
your  extra  incandescent  table  or  floor 
lamps,  Thanks.  Call 

Mike.  Cindy  or  Nancy  at  426-4469. 

Art  department  needs  a  drafting  board 
so  they  can  gaily  align  ("straighten  ") 
the  rag  more  quickly  on  thurs  eve.  and 
get  out  of  here  before  midnight  (when 
the  mice  take  over).  Call  Mike  or  Sherry 
at  426-4469.  Thanks. 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you've  read  and  don't  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners:  Fiction  or  non- 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  for  "crimes  of 
love"  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469 

HELP  THE  BORED  BOARD 

Not  be  bored  with  the  job  of  mailing  out 
a  birthday  fundraising  effort.  The  good 
Board  folks  need  help  with  the  stuffing, 
etc  (stove  top???  I  prefer  potatoes). 
Please  consider  joining  them  at  the 
GCN  offices.  167  Tremont  St..  Boston, 
on  Tues.  May  3.,  all  evening  long  or 
less,  depending  on  how  many  of  you 
come  ...  So  come! 

DEAR  TYPISTS, 

The  election's  coming  up  &  you  know 
what  that  means:  the  words  are  flying! 
GCN  needs  volunteer  typists  to  help 
transcibe  taped  interviews  with  The 
Candidates.  Here's  your  chance  to  hear 
those  campaign  promises  firsthand. 

Call  Larry  at  426-4469. _ 

AND  IF  YOU  CAN'T  TYPE 
You  can  still  help  GCN  (and  the  typists) 
by  sending  us  your  old  unwanted  (or 
new)  transcription  machine.  We  need  a 
dictaphone-type  machine,  with  a  foot 
pedal,  that  takes  standard  tape  casset- 
tes.  Call  Larry  at  426-4469.  Thanks. 
THE  TROUBLE  WITH  OUR  VACUUM  IS 
It  sucks!  But  not  the  right  kind  of  stuff. 
We  need  another  type  (cannister  or 
shop  vacuum)  that  can  be  used  on  the 
kind  of  naked,  unadorned  floors  we  ac¬ 
tually  have.  What  we  don't  need  is 
something  that  blows  only  carpets,  you 
dig?  If  you  can  help  us  out,  let  Mike 
know  (all  together  now!)  426-4469. 
Thank  you. 

If  I  had  the  time 
If  I  had  the  place 
You  would  have  kisses 
All  over  your  face. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  HIRSUTE  CLUB 
HAIRY  men  &  men  who  love  hairy  men 
friendly  newsletter  w/mouthwatering 
art  &  phot,  personal  ads.  For  info:  SASE 
to  Box  11514,  SF,  CA  94_101_(18^+  )  (43) 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. _ 

New  women’s  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  education  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance  w/market- 
mg,  graphic  design,  fundraising,  media 
work.  Letter  of  interest  &/or  resume  to 
Women's  Educational  Media,  Inc.,  36 
Colwell  Ave.,  Brighton,  MA  02135. 
367-2086. _ (8) 

WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  potluck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  547-5038. 

GAY  MEN  S  COVEN 
Kathexis  Anthropos  regular  meetings. 
Gardnerian  coven  exploring  gay  men  s 
spirituality.  Box  4538  Sunnyside.  NY 
11104.  NYC  area.  (42) 

DOB. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Av,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat.  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb.  MA  02238. 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5  pm. 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON.  355 
Boylston  St„  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (c) 

S  DA  LESBIANS  &  GAYS 
Learn  about  S  D  A  Kinship  Inc.  An 
orqanztn  for  lesbians  &  gays  of  S  D  A 
background.  For  more  into  &  sample 
copy  newsletter,  write  PO  Box  404 
Laconia  NH  03247.  (41) 


PUBLICATIONS 

Special  issue  of  CHANGES  on  Femm 
ism  published  jointly  by  Solidarity.  A 
Socialist-Feminist  Network  and  the 
International  Socialists  Includes 
articles  on  the  lesbian  and  qay  move¬ 
ment.  women's  liberation,  personal 
politics,  reproductive  rights,  women 
and  the  disarmament  movement  and 
more.  Available  for  $2  50  (includes 
postage)  from  Solidarity.  725  O'Farrell 
#35.  SF.  CA  94109  or  Irom  Nancy 
Wechsler  c/o  GCN.  167  Tremont  Street. 
Boston.  MA  02111 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America's  old¬ 
est  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs  con¬ 
tinuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry,  re¬ 
views.  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our  on¬ 
ly  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  month. 
7pm  atOCBC,  1151  Mass  Av,  Camb,  MA 
02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6  issues. 
$1.35  + 40c  postage  for  sample  copy. 
$10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  envelope.  For 
further  in fo  (617)  259-0063. 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011. _ (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook,  NH  03229. _ J15) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women's 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1. 545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

1983  brochures  from  Spartacus  and  the 
Coltsfoot  Press  now  available.  Write  tor 
free  copies  fo:  Spartacus.  PO  Box  3496. 
1001  AG  Amsterdam.  Netherlands.  (3x) 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
"Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries"  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kep  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  don¬ 
ate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phi  la.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c_) 


! 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Or, 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
I  (Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  anl 
]|  Anarchist). 


[Being  black,  female,  gay,  and  a  convict  I 
■is  a  bit  much  for  preiudiced  minds  to 
[handle. but  it  should  not  be  a  handicap 
lfor  those  sharing  some  of  those! 
[qualities.  I'm  looking  for  sensitive,  in- 1 
Itelligent, strong-minded  women  tol 
[correspond  with.  I  am  a  six  foot  Leo 
[woman  into  writing  and  spiritual  ex¬ 
ploration.  Send  some  sweet  stories  and  [ 
[intellectual  conversation  and  you'll 
[receive  the  same.  Renee  HOLMES. 

1 13415.  1479  Collins  Ave.,  Marysville.] 

[OH  43040  _ 

1 1  am  lonely -here  in  this  god  forsaken] 
[hell  hole.  I  just  got  out  of  maximum 
[where  I  did  4  months  for  an  argument  I 
[had  in  the  serving  area.  I  was  cuffed, 
[shackled,  and  chained  and  then  dragg¬ 
led  out  of  my  unit  I  would  like  to  write  to  | 
[women  over  21 .  I'm  from  Boston  on  Tre- 
Imont  St  Alice  THOMPSON.  Box  99. 
[Framingham. MA  01701 


[GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

|  We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
f  are  donated  and  when  money  for 
Jl  postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
lads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
[list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
[little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
[  power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
[support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
j  bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
|  contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
|  please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
|  Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
|  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


IGM  23  would  like  penpals  to  write  to 
|j I'm  sincere.  Ricky  MILBURN.  EF151355. 
,4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd.  Macon  GA  31213. 
Very  lonely,  very  masculine  prisoner 
'  would  like  some  very  feminine  type  ,i 
friends  and  penpals  who  appreciate  a 
no  BS  person.  Charles  WORKMAN. 
42066. Box  600.FB-7.  Canon  City  CO 
81212. 

I  am  a  very  open  gay  and  lonely.  I  love 
all  kinds  of  sex  and  I  love  to  read;  I  love 
to  party  too.  Sieve  OTTO.  1 14488.  J-206. 

,  Hominy  OK  74035. 

I^Gay  prisoner  wishes  to  hear  from  gays 
all  over.  Interests  are  rhythm  and  blues 
land  men.  William  CONCANNON. 
128-038-C.  Box  7.  San  Pedro  CA  90731. 
il  am  very  masculine,  and  into 
I  horseback  riding,  camping,  dancing, 
traveling  and  making  new  friends 
j  Shannon  SNELL.  Box  511.  163-293.  Col-  ;| 
umbus  OH  43216. 

170  (solid)  pounds,  bisexual,  seeking 
friendship  and  love  for  possible  reloca- 
lion  after  parole.  Love  to  laugh  and  not 
afraid  to  cry  and  most  of  all  need  some 
one  who  cares.  Lloyd  KAUFMAN. 
15794.  Box  607.  Carson  City  NV  89702. 
To  all  transsexuals  and  transvestites 
'who  are  lonely,  just  like  me.  Perchance 
|lfhere  is  one  amonq  the  multitude  of  you 
|,who  would  care  to  reach  out  and  hold 
[  my  hand  through  the  US  mail  service  in 
friendship  Homer  MIDGYETTE.  Box  E. 

1 15386.Jackson  MS  49204. 

Jl  would  really  love  to  get  some  gay 
reading  in  here  and  if  possible  a  penpal 
would  be  a  great  pleasure.  Richard 
EMBER. 127238,  Deep  Meadow  CRR 
Center.  Stale  Farm.  VA  23160. 

Looking  for  a  friend.  I  enjoy  quiet  limes 
I  and  lonely  walks  in  the  woods  and 
good  friends.  Richard  ODOM,  44480. 
[Unit  24  Ext..  Parchman  MS  38738. 


Would  like  to  start  writing  to  other  qay 
people  in  or  out  ol  prison.  I  will  answer  ■ 
all  letters  sent  to  me.  Robert  PRYOR. 
A-154365.  777  West  Riverside  Dr..  Ionia  j 
Ml  48846. 

Younq,  lonely  prisoner  wishes  to  cor¬ 
respond  by  letter  and  phone  it  you  wish 
Seeks  any  age  friends.  Shaun 
CASSIDY.  A-159973.  Box  911.  Bemis 
Rd..  Ypsilanti  Ml  48197. 

Gay  prisoner  needs  correspondence 
and  contact  with  free  world  people.  I 
am  35  and  have  been  here  for  16  years 
and  have  no  real  contact  with  gay  peo¬ 
ple.  Please  write  David  BRUCE. 
A015516.Box  7.  Deer  Lodge  MT  59722 
27  year  old  black  male  wishes  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  anyone.  Clarence  COL¬ 
VIN.  163-024.  Box  57.  Marion  OH  43302. 
Younq  male  incarcerated.  Intelligent, 
lively  and  lovely.  Thank  you  for  being 
there.  Tim  COLE.  050286-G-61.  Box  488. 
Polk  City  FL  33868. 

^Professional.  34.  sincere  Jewish  male  ] 
(paying  his  debt  to  society,  having 
varied  interests  from  A  to  Z  Would  like 
to  hear  from  all  who  en|oy  the  gay  life 
I.R.SAULMON.  101601.  J-206.  Box  220. 
'Hominy  OK  74035. 

Younq  incarcerated  male  seeking  cor¬ 
respondence  with  gays.  Am  sincere  | 
]and  in  need  of  companionship.  An 
thony  ROBINSON.  A  066602.  Box  488.-] 
Polk  City  FL  33868. 

I  have  written  some  essays  on  theater| 
and  prisons  and  on  being  gay  in  prison  [ 
and  would  like  fo  submit  them  to  you. 
Also  it  would  be  nice  to  have  someone| 
to  write.  Thanks  a  lot  for  all  you  do  for  I 
us  here  inside.  Terry  HEITMAN,  929 1 
Robberson,  Springfield,  MO  65804. 

My  hobbies  are  reading  and  letter! 
writing.  I  don't  care  how  old  you  are  or  I 
what  color  your  skin  is.  Why  should  it f 
matter  if  we  are  lonely  and  seeking  out[ 
|!  other  people  to  share  our  thoughts) 
with?  If  you  want  to.  write  Marvin) 
BROCKETT,  04206-164.  Box  1000." 
Marion,  IL  62959. 

I'm  starting  to  take  some  college| 
courses  and  would  like  to  write  to  some) 
like-minded  people  Maybe  I  can  learn) 
something  from  them  about  the  college  ] 
business,  especially  history  and] 
science.  I  d  like  to  be  a  teacher  even-| 
tually.  Larry  CLAY,  5323.  P.O.Box  41.  | 
Michigan  City  IN  46360 
[jOn  death  row  at  24  I  II  write  to  anyone  | 
who'll  write  to  me.  Frankie  GUINAN. 
Box  900.  CP-18,  Jefferson  City  MO  | 

I,  65102. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


Readers  (inside  and  out):  Almost  all  ads 
are  taken  from  much  longer  letters 
which  we  cannot  print  in  full  in  the  free 
J  space  GCN  has  provided.  Even  so, 
I  there’s  usually  a  waiting  list  of  3  to  6 
weeks  and  ads  usually  only  run  once  or 
twice  (unless  we  can’t  get  new  ones 
done  because  of  other  work). 


II  am  a  sexy  male,  even  if  I  say  so  myself 
(and  am  interested  in  any  and  all  gays 
land  bisexuals  who  like  the  quiet  life. 
(Thomas  JACKSON.  Box  3249.  Monroe 
J  LA  71210. 

|'l  am  seeking  a  lasting  relationship  and 
[hope  to  find  that  through  your 
newspaper.  Doug  HUFFMAN.  42936. 
|C-25.  Parchman  MS  38738 
(Lonely  person  wishing  to  correspond 
I  with  other  males  I'm  24  and  a  bit 
|deserted  in  this  world,  so  if  you  want  to 
[meet  someone  and  have  a  moment,  let 
me  have  you  lo  correspond  with.  John 

I  AARONSON.B-059025.  Box  1100.  Avon 
[Park  FL  33825.  (Mail  Box  1405) 

II  hope  to  correspond  with  some  of  my 
[brothers  and  sisters  in  California.  I  am 
la  free-lance  florist  and  will  be  looking 
| for  work  some  lime  at  the  end  of  this 

year  in  LA  Daniel  STRICKLAND.  425 
[First  St.  Cell  201.  West  Palm  Beach.  FL 
[33401 

[Working  on  becoming  a  writer  and  | 
[would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone 
(who  might  be  willing  to  help  me  in  my  | 
[struggle,  I  will  answer  all  sincere  let¬ 
ters.  Morris  GYLES.  89329.  Camp  J. 
GAtor  4-L-11.  Angola  LA  70712. 

I  study  medicine  and  am  in+aw  school' 

I  speak  Greek.  Italian.  Portuguese  and] 
Spanish,  and  am  working  on  English  l] 
wish  to  correspond  with  other  gays 
Benjamin  RAMOS.  PMB  #92800,  Oak  3  | 
Angola  LA  70712. 

If  you  write  I  promise  to  answer.  I  canj 
use  all  the  encouragement  I  can  get 
-Roger  PETTIT,  1600  W  24th.  F-12,j 
Pueblo  CO  81003. 


[l  would  especially  like  to  correspond 
[with  a  young  man.  He  will  need  to  be 
[kind  and  gently,  because  that's  the  way 
|l  am.  John  LEMMON.  103674.  Rt.1.  Box 
[548, Lexington  OK  73051. 

[Somewhat  down  and  out  lonely 
^prisoner  I  need  some  letters,  fan  mail 
II and  other  gay  news  from  the  streets  lo 
keep  me  happy  this  season  Ronald 
(DIXON.  Box  100.  Jean  NV  89026. 

Doing  time,  would  like  to  hear  from 
['other  gays  in  the  U  S.  I'm  24  years  old. 
Guy  COX.  15481.  Box  41.  Michigan  City 
i  IN  46064 

[I'm  black  as  midnight,  love  sports  and 
want  a  friend  who's  sincere  George 
STEVENSON.  1  13433.  Box  97. 
McAlester  OK  74501. 

I  Now  that  my  confinement  is  coming  to  , 
a  climax.  I  would  very  much  like  to  meet 
new  people  with  hopes  of  establishing  ! 
a  constructive  relationship  with, 
positive-minded  individuals.  I  want  to 
relocate  once  I'm  released  this  year, 
and  would  like  fo  hear  from  anyone  who 
could  appreciate  a  good  friend.  Thomas  - 
JONES.  139  563.  Box  69.  London  OH  I 
|  43140. 

am  38  yrs  old.  silver  hair,  hazel  eyes. 

J  My  interests  are  good  books,  good 
movies,  travel,  meeting  people,  sports 
and  just  generally  enjoying  life.  I  would 
like  to  correspond  with  someone 
Michael  MASON.  53692- 146/U1.  Box 

I  1010.  Bastrop  TX  78602 
[Young  GM.  lonely,  sexy,  understanding 
[and  amicable  seeking  to  correspond 
[with  a  male,  feminine  homosexual. 
[Raymond  KELOW.  165-426.  Box  45699. 
[Lucasville  OH  45699. 

[Young  GM  down  and  out  needs  cor- 
Irespondence  from  our  kind  Hopefully. 
[Timmy  FREDERICK.  075884.  A-8.  Box 
158.  Lowell  FL  32663. 

[Looking  for  kind,  caring  individuals  to  | 
[correspond  with  I  enjoy  music,  nature, 
[art.  late  evenings  and  honest  people 
[Dale  BROWN,  164-458.  Box  45699. 
Lucasville  OH  45699 

I I  would  appreciate  writing  fellow  gays 
|  with  an  interest  in  stamp  collecting 
[James  HANKINS.  Box  14.  Boise  ID 
183707 


Calendar 

weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St  (Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to: 
GCN,  Box  10GY 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  of  Boston  meets  at  Paradise.  180 
Mass.  Ave  Second  Sunday  of  each  month 
Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick  247-3043. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  1151  Mass  Ave.  Sun  eves  7:30  pm. 
DOB  office 

Framingham, MA  —  Tricounty  As90c.  (Fram¬ 
ingham,  Milford,  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
leets  Suns.  lnfo:376-4323  or  473-3529. 

Boston,  MA  —  “Musically  speaking," 
women’s  music,  ideas,  announcements. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.J-3pm. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England.  Second  Sundays  2pm  Info: 

(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

Boston,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society. 

Informal  meetings  and  concerts  for  gay  and 

lesbian  musicians  and  music  lovers.  Info: 

266-9423. 

Boston, MA  —  boston’s  Other  Voice.  (WROR, 
FM  98.5)  11:30pm. 

IVesf  of  Boston, MA  —  West  of  Boston 
Lesbians  Social  events  on  Sunday 
afternoons. twice  a  month.  New  members 
welcome.  Info  486  8848.  or  Dorothy  875-1 108. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod.  meets  second 
Sundays  Info.  Box  1614,  Orleans  M A  02653. 
Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info.  263-4882.  All  are 
invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  Gay  Youth 
support  group  for  youth  16-22.  Rap  session 
and  social  time.  Info:  Ron  225-5622. 

Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get 
togethers  for  lesbians  First  Suns  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm)  Info  Keene  Klon 
dvkes  Box  261  Gilsum  NH  03448 
Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun.  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal  Info  Box  42. 
Qarre.  05641 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club  Social/sup¬ 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings  Peabody  Lounge. 
3rd  fl.  Memorial  Union.  UMO  7pm 
Northern  VT/NH—  League  of  Gays  (LOGS> 
meets  third  Suns.  Info:(802)  626-3618  or  write: 
Box  703.  St.  Johnsbury  VT  05819. 


New  London,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbia 
Community  at  Connecticut  College  meets  1st 
and  3rd  Sundays  of  the  month.  Info:  442-7458. 


monday 


Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394.  Portsmouth  03801. 
Waltham,  MA  —  Triskelion,  the  Brandeis 
Gay/Lesbian  Coalition.  General  discussion 
group  at  9pm.  llsdan  Student  Ctr.  Conf.  Rm. 
C.  Info:  647-4353,  or  Box  2792,  Brandeis  U., 
Waltham,  02254. 

Nashua, NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm. 
Info:  Tony  424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 


tuesday 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Boston  chapter,  Parents 
and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  meets  1st 
Tue  of  the  month  in  conference  room  1A 
Sherrill  Hall  Library,  Episcopal  Divinity 
School  99  Brattle,  Info:  436-5393  or  P.O.  Box 
125-S101.  Arlington,  MA  02174. 

Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  SM  support  group. 
Every  Tues.  7:30pm.  lnfo:776-7957.  Open  to 
lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  SM. 

Boston,  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual 
women  s  SM  support  group.  Safe,  non-com¬ 
petitive  space  for  women  of  all  levels  of 
experience  to  share  political  and  personal 
aspects  of  our  sexuality.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  Hathor  623-7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  1151  Mass.  Ave  (Harv  Sq.j 
8pm  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info  66 1  3633 

Pitsfield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  'nfo:  (413) 
442-7772. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691, 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men's  Group, 
weekly  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meet  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and 
discussion.  Info:  Jack  669-0096. 

New  London, CT  —  New  London  Gay  Men’s 
Forum,  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  lnfo.447-0155  (Noon  to  7pm). 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  at  First  Parish,  Unitar¬ 
ian.  425  Congress  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 
Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm 

Wednesday 

Boston.MA  —  Fathers  In  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meeting  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  lnfo:Exodus  Ctr.  266-0612,  or 
write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  c/o  GCN  Box  6, 
167  Tremont  St..  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Bostgn.MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons' 
meeting  6:30pm;  general  meeting  and  group 
discussion  7 -9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon 
.Hill)  lnfo:497-8282. 

Boston,  ma  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed.  from  7-IOpm  at  the  YWCA. 
140  Clarendon  St.  (Copley  Sq.)  Info:  522-6983. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men  6  30  8pm  Fen- 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St  Inear  Auditorium  stool  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Iso¬ 
lated  during  the  workday  downtown?  Inter¬ 
ested  In  a  lunchtime  hangout/discussion 
group?  Come  to  80  Boylston  St.  Rm  855  (cor¬ 
ner  Boylston  and  Tremont).  Noon  Info: 
542-5188. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30.9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info  542-5679. 


Brldgawatar,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  584-4997. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  coining  out" 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center.  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm  Info 
354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannia,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center.  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739 


Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on 
the  2nd  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  7:30pm.  Business 
meets  on  1st  Sat.  Info:  (603)  889-1416 

Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr 
350  Farmington  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  247-8797 


Hampden  County,  MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians  8pm.  Info  Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959 
Cambridge.  MA  -  Narcotics  Anonymous  Gay 
Meetino  7  Temple  St.  (Central  oq-t 
afso-iopm.  A  twelve  step  recovery  program 
for  those  whose  "drug  of  choice  was  other 


Cambridge, MA  —  Boston  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meets  4th  Wed.  of  month  at  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public 
educ.  and  consciousness  raising.  Info: 
661-6015. 


thursdav 


Cambridge, MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open 
discussion  group.  8-10pm.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  Info:354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group. 
Gender  Clinic.  Info:  Martha  666-8280. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children 
Support  group.  810pm  Cambridge  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807 


Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  People’s 
Gay  Alliance  meets  on  first  and  third 
Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian  Society,  220  Main 
St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413)  584-7903  or  write  P.O. 
Bx  181.  Northampton.  MA  01061. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Gay  Al-Anon  meeting  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  at  Trinity  Church  Parish 
House.  Farmington  Ave.  7:30pm.  Info 
247-8797. 


friday 

BOSTON.MA  -  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT'S  US!)  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SEND¬ 
ING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES. 
COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW 
SPACE  AT  167  TREMONT  (ON  THE  COM¬ 
MON,  NEAR  BOYLSTON  T  STOP)  ANYTIME 
AFTER  6  AND  LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESH 
MENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  EVERY  BODY 
WELL  COME!  INFO:  426-4469.  THANKS! 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon 
Mt.  Auburn  Hosp.  Living  Rm.  Clark  Bldg. 
8-9:30pm.  Newcomers  meeting  from  7-8pm  on 
the  first  Friday. 


Danbury  meets  on  Fridays  from 
7.30  to  10pm  in  the  Green  Room  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  corner  of  Deer  Hill 
Ave.  and  West  St. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop  n 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center.  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs)  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex 
ual  Minorities 


Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United  Info:  Women  s  Services  cen¬ 
ter  499  2425 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men’s  Group  meets 
Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  discussion 
Info:  Herb  485-5612. 


Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat  from  l-5pm  for 
youth  14  21  years  of  age  Info  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  l  me  751-3322  (eves) 


Saturday 

Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les- 
'bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  i-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age  info  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  HelD  l  me  751-3322  (evesi 


Boston.MA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  and  outdoors  events 
General  info:  John  275-1336,  Linda  734-4066. 
John  864-0823.  Vollyball:  Jay  262-4896: 
Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 

Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners/Boston,  gay 
men  and  lesbian  running  club.  Info:  39 
Milford.  Boston  02118  or  451-6364. 


coming  events 

Boston.  MA  —  The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Committee  will  meet  every  Thurs.  eve  at 
7pm  until  June  18  (Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
Celebration/March)  to  organize  entertain¬ 
ment.  fundraising,  publicity,  etc.  for  the 
events.  Everyone  welcome  Boston  Evening 
Clinic.  314  Comm.  Ave.  (near  Aud.  T  stop), 
Info:  262-4777. 


apr  24  sun 

Cambridge .  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau.  Orientation  Meeting  If  you've  ever 
thought  about  speaking  for  your  life.-’  here's 
your  chance!  Check  out  the  Bureau.  67 
Pleasant  St.  7pm 

Bosfon.  MA  —  "A  Woman  s  Choide,"  a  dance- 
theater  performance  by  Keriac  and  Co.  which 
is  a  strong  statement  on  reproductive  rights, 
of  importance  to  both  men  and  women. 
YWCA  Copley  Square.  140  Clarendon.  3-5pm. 
Tickets  are  $5.  available  at  New  Words.  Glad 
Day  and  MOBE  Info:  923  4455. 


25  mon 

Boston.MA  —  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Alliance  and  Mass  Gay  Political 
Caucus  are  cosponsoring  a  Mayoral 
candidates  nignt  a!  UMass  Boston.  Park  Sq 
Rm  222.  7:30pm,  Admission  free 

26  tues 

Boston.MA  —  Potluck  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  working  in  the  Harvard  Medical  Area. 
5:30  at  Countway  Aud.  Beverages  provided. 

27  wed 

Boston.  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media 
Advocates  (LAGMA)  authors  of  Talk  Back' 
The  Gay  Person's  Guide  t  Media  Action,  will 
facilitate  a  workshop  and  discussion  of  how 
to  analyze  and  respond  to  the  media.  Open  to 
the  community.  7:30-9. 30pm  GCN  office.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Boylston  T  stop)  Info: 
492-3433  (2-6pm). 

28  thurs 

Boston.MA  —  GCN  proofreading  Read  next 
week's  news  this  week.(  ?  ')  lnfo:426-4469 


Boston.MA  —  Northeastern  U  School  of  Law 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  presents  the  film  "In 
the  best  interests  of  the  children '.  7:30pm. 
400  Huntington  Ave.  Attorney  Cindy  Rizzo  will 
lead  a  discussion  afterwards. 

Cambridge, MA  —  "Gender.  Power,  and 
Family  Violence",  a  discussion  by  Linda 
Gordon  and  Winnie  Breines.  Frost  Lounge.  Ell 
Bldg.  Northeastern  U.  8pm 


29  fri 

Boston.MA  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!! 
Come  help  send  out  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  and  good  times! 
Come  anytime  after  6  to  our  space  at  167 
Tremont  (near  the  Boylston  T  stop).  There’s  an 
intercom  at  the  door  if  it’s  not  open.  Come 
and  get  a  free  paper  and  meet  some  nice 
people!  lnfo:426-4469. 

30  sat 

Boston.MA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club.  2 
events  West  River  Release  Trip  Info  Arme 
288-5333;and  Mt  Wachusett  hike  (5  years  ago 
this  weekend.  Chijtern  had  its  first  hike  here). 
Info  Bhss  (603)883-5583  or  John  (61 7)648-9185. 
Augusta.ME  —  Interweave.  Potluck  supper 
and  gay  stamp  collection  presentation. 
Wmthrop  St  Universalis!  Church  (off  State 
St  )  at  6bm 


may  1  sun 

Boston.MA  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Museum  of 
American/Chinese  Trade.  203  Adams 
St. .Milton.  lnfo:Victor  (617)772  2631. 
Boston.MA  —  Chiltern  Mt  Club  Garden  in 
the  Woods.  lnfo:Charlie  (617)648-9185 
Boston.MA  —  Jazz  Jam  at  Figaro's.  295 
Huntington  Ave  .  Noon  to  5pm  $5  includes 
music  and  munchies;  $2.50  for  performers 


2  mon 

Boston.MA  —  GCN  membership  meeting 
Come  make  recommendations  for  the  Board 
167  Tremont  St.  630pm. 

Boston.MA  —  Former  Boston  City  Councillor 
and  Mayoral  Candidale  Larry  DiCara  will  host 
an  informal  reception  for  the  gay  community 
at  Cafe  Calypso.  578  Tremonl  St  Free 
Cambridge.MA  —  Oasis,  presents  Deb 
Huston  This  lady  sings  beautiful  blues.  New 
Words  (basement).  186  Hampshire  St  Doors 
open  at  7:30pm  and  close  at  8  tor  the 
performance  at  8  $5. 

7  sat 

Cambridge.MA  —  Benefit  Rummage  Sale  for 
Mobilization  lor ,  Survival.  10  4pm  at  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church  1151  Mass  Ave 
Harvard  Sq  for  info. 354-0008 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue , 


